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PREPACK 



At a period of the world when the Science of War has more than ever become interefiing to our Country, any at- 
tempt to render the Taftic of the Britifli Ahny more eafily underftood, has, at leaft, a laudable objeA in view: ihould 
this Treatife be confidered in ibme degree to have attained that objed, by fuch Military Individuals as may look into 
the Contents, it will be extremely gratifying to the Writer, and peculiarly fo if thus found ufeful by any of the Indiau 
Army, ynth whom the Author long ferved; for whofe profeflional talents he has the higheft refpeft; and among whom 
he gathered what Field Knowledge he can lay claim to as a Soldier. It has been drawn up while a6^ing as Major of 
Brigade to the Three Regiments of Royal Eail India Volunteers ; and as it was originally undertaken in the hope of 
being ufeful to thefe Corps, is, therefore, refpe£Hiilly dedicated to their Commander The Right Honorable Viscount 
Melville, and to the Court of Directors of the East India Company; — to the one, as the Father of Vo- 
lunteer Exertion ; to the other, as having largely promoted this fyftem of national defence, which now gives fecurity 
to our fire-fides, and vigour to the Empire. 

JAMES CUNINGHAME, 

MAJOR OF IMFAXTHT IN THB BAST INDIA COMrAVT^f SEXTICE. 



Notf:.Since the publication of this Edition it has been directed from Head Quarters, that the Brigadier, in Re- 
views, fliall pod himfcif on the Right of his Brigade, unlefs the Reviewing General approaches by the Left, in 
which cafe he will (hift to that Flank. Sec page 4 of this work. 

In page 20, after " If the Line confided of twenty more Battalions, they would aH enter the Alignment in the fame 
way that the Second Battalion docs," add " unleft particularly ordered to enter at their head or intermediate 
points/' For a detail of this latter mode fee Eighth Manoeuvre. If ordered to enter at intermediate points, they 
will wheel their leading Diviiions into the Alignment at fuch points, and file their rear ones. 

I n page 28, for *' and oppofe with Rear Ranks in Front," read " and oppofe with inverted Divifions.'' 
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rilS MAJESTVs Regnlalions arrange the Erolations of the Line into the thirty-two following Seffions; oppofite to eadi is fpectfied the Manoeavres of 
this Work under which it is detailed or explained. 



Ofek and Closb Columv of tbb Limb. 

SefiiOM, Manauvra. 

197 Taking uplines of march or manoeiiTTe - - 4 8 
f Open column enters, marches, and forms on dn I ^ g 

^^®i alignment ----- 3 

( Formation in line on detached adjutants from co- 7 4 g 
i lumn or aflerably in mals of battalions - - 3 
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C. have halted on it --------3 

183 > / On a fixed flank divifion -% 

1 84 > Changes of pofition < On a fixed central divifion > 4 8 

1 85 3 ' On a moving central divifion 3 

1 86 Change of pofition by the vonrff or quick movement 4 

{From column of march to form dofe column and 1 
line js 

188 Oblique deployments --- .... 3 

189 When battalion clofe column forms fquare - 6 
r Several dofe columns formed from parts of the i 

'^{ fameline ------{ i « » 

191 Several dole columns form in one line - - s 

19^ Two columns exchange places ^ - - 8 

193 Two or more columns form in one line - - 3 4 8 

194 Two cdamns form in two lines - - - 6 



ECBBLLO^ MOYBMBHTS OP TBB LiVB. 
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t When from/ an advance in ediellon the line 1 
^ \ changes its pofition inwards - - - 3 ^^ 
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'^^i linetothefitxit ----- J !« 

c When a line formed on an enemy^s flank attacks 1 
^9«i inechcUon ----- j IS 
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^^i fhMnaflank - ^ - - . } IS 

r Ecbellon taken froni parallel pofition, oblique po- <} 
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Op tbb Linb. 

201 Advance in line - - - - - - 16 17 19 

r Retire in line - - - - — 12 18 

SOS X 

I Lengthening the line to a flank - - - la 
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rSquareor oblong of feveral battalions - - 14 

J Chequered retreat of the line - - - ig 

J Retreat of two lines ----- 15 

VPaflage of lines - - - - - - 15 16 17 18 
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Second Lines. 
SeHum. Manceuvrti, 

fTwo lines change pofition on a central point of ^ 
thcfirft -.- - - - -J 10 8 
!Two lines change pofilion forward on a flank of i 
Uiefirll _-_-_.} 10 8 
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fTwo lines Ui march change to a flank pofition 4 and Fig. 

Countermarch of the dofe colunnn - . 3 
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A line mores in fHe to tf flank and fortM open co- ' 
t lumn on the march - - - - 1 
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The ufcs of each ernUition in war« and the nxxle In wfaic^ the fecond 
line would gain its relative pofitions are eaplained in the remarks on tiic 
ditfercnt manccuvm. 

PAGE. 

On ihc movements of large bodies - - - - I and 59 

Infpcdlion and review of a line -----.- 3 
Manual and platoon cxcrcifcs .- - - ^ - - 7 



General Observations. 

PAGE. 

On encampments --«---. ^ -Co 
On defenfive operations, extending, concentrating, &c. — ib. 

On offenfive operations and attacks .- - - -. — 63 

On attacks where line cannot a6t - - - — « 65 

On attacks in the open phin and retreats ^ ^ ^ — ib. 
On the column of route -----^ ^57 

On the movements ot the fecond line ~ - - « — 68 
On the counter movement - — - - - « -. ib. 

On the paifagc of rivers ----.- — ^ Qg 

On furprife ------- — •_ Jb. 

On mountainons, inclofed^ and woody countries - - - 70 
On the military charader - - - - ^ — 71 

Ondifcipline «-----• _ jb. 

On fire-arms and their purpofes - - - « - ib. 

On the different defcriptions of troops as they apply to difilerent por- 
tions of ground --------72 

On open countries ----.-. ^jb. 

On enfilade and flank attacks^ or taming •»-«.- 75 



FIGURES. 

The thick line or the arrow denote the front of the body. 



NoCe-^Tt has not been pnicticable on every occafion te place the figure immediately oppofite the detail, but in fuch cafe it will be found oppofite the page 
which precedes or follows it. 



TACTIC OF THE LINE REDUCED TO DETAIL, 

IK STlllCT CUNFORMlTir TO THE PRINClPtZS LAID DDWK IN 

HIS MAJESTY'S MILITARY REGULATIONS. 



WHATEVER may be the meriti or dcmertti of tins Work, 
the Author uf ii may pleaH, tliat he h.^5 tK t uudd^a ia the 
footflcps of others. Many as are the inclrviduils who h.ve wrictcrt, 
in detail, on the difi iph'ne of ihc fingle Battalion, each ertdravouring 
to pbee it in a tkarcr view than the oiher ; no one has before f^id 
anything t.ii ilie prefcnt Tadic of the Lne, which, heing more 
complex, fland^ in greater need of illuflraiioiH and, as infinitely iefs 
defined in His Majefty*£ Regulations, rtquircs the more to be ex- 
plained. 

When feveral regiments or battalions excrcife together, theV be 
come a line of troops, and enter into the Taflic of the Line— Nine- 
teen* Manceiivrts are laid down in the Regulations, as generally to he 
praftifed by the Tingle Bartalion ; the otfier formations rt quired of ji 
are little m ife than variations of thcfc marjceuvrcs. 

Oii the Ta£tic of lijrger bodies ih:in the fingle Battalion, his Ma- 



tfthijingii BunathnJ"^ Indeed, our reafon tcUs us I'hat this muft be 
the cafe, for, as the Tuillic of the Battalion is huift on th K of the 
Platoon, fo mufl the Tadic of ihc Line be built on that of the Bat- 
talion* 

Under the bend of ** Affbnably of the Battalion, and general Cir- 
#cumflances of Exercifc," the Regulations alio inform us th:}t •* Single 
Companits u Eattahum^ iv/tcn at cxcrafe^ mnji gemraliy c&njidrr ihtm^ 
fiivcs as pari of a Line^ 0nd mt always us ditmhtd 0t indcjitndtnt hadlei: 
Tiiir movcnmut and flrmaitQm Jh^uLi he m the fhpp^dHm of Iming witA 
If tier tr^Qpi already placed m tlicir flanks : tzi'o «r mnre peffins ftparated 
4t a pr&per dijlanct/rmi one amtha^ etndfiQm the Company or Baiiaison, 



may rfpftfeni the flmks and centtr &f an adjmnin^ B^ttaikn, and may 
always fit fi lake their fiatwn in the wrtt- Line — t^ih wmU caufe the for* 
mathn^to be made^ an determtned^ mt on acddtntal ptmu : the pramee $f 
whkh latter rfage much trftds if ucajhn fhut ineenetinffs and dtfiamey 
which fomttimet appear when any number sf' gnr Battalions me d retiedu 
m&ve^ aff, orfftm tn concept ; in generaf^ ihe Battalion Jkmld not ke haked 
m as aperfeff^ or Jeparatcbody, hut only as a memhet of ihe Lim^ its mcve- 
menti, as relative to, &r dependent on thoft of others^ md as principal op€r^ 
atkm/imld he cakulaied accordingly*^^ 

Every military man mull be fcnfiblc of the juflfie(^ and force of 
thefe remarks; when an individual has been tvught lo march, to 
halt, to nfe his arms, he has learnt every thing which can be t eqaircd 
of him as a fingle individual \ what he is itext to learn b, to combine 
his eff ris with thofe of others* By being placed in a plato m, or 
company, and exercifed with others, he becomes acf|t»atmrd wirh iltc 
combinations nf the platoon: t«*n Platoons, i»r Coiripniiics, are nexf 
formed into a Battalion, and c sere rfcd together; and ihu% he becmncs 
acquaiiited with the coenbin.iTionsof the Battalion : and were a given 
number of Battabons placed in a Line, and exercifed togeif^r, he 
would next become acquainted with the Ta^ic of the Line, tftd 
gain a fcicnlirrc knowledge of his profefTion : unfortunately, tjoweveft 
this does not always happen, and trom hence flows the ferinus ihcon- 
veiiience and misfortune alludid to in the RrgoLition^: h^r there is 
as little leaf >n to hope, that a number of B:itralions who hfive never 
afled in body, are^ at once, to execute the evolntions of the Line 
wiih uniformity and exadtnefs; as that a number of indi prndeiit 
cotnpanies, who have never afltd in concert, are at otiCc to become 
maftersof the comhiti:irionsof the Battalion* 

To remedy, by theory, this misfortune^ it will be fccn above, the 



* The Sixtccntli Mnaauvre having been divided into two, th^ e\'oiutiOA» arc now mnctwn in number. 



Regulations 
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TiiJ ; 



Ji^stt'd '',A, «*'/ f'yf»f*i^l iKt tenter if /y,j i''<r hcdtiid t.K. . j*;* i/ ir.i/r 
V.i-. Kt fi'dmA'J di *.'.* ^if'tttfH **nt iti mafth^ out t-.t t^utt ond c^^tjnnr ^J 
//' htn^sf %n V,..'. it m'jdt f'vm id 'rj,n i^rr.tr tr^<ir<i: ku:*, ;/ tKtm^ a. 

I . .• • ■ ..,■•:.•',..',: ♦■.'■ I' '.^ -:%•',',. ;i, -o tr.i'y.^ ',:^ KsTaii'.r: 
f, »,• ! .-..i'*- '^r'--:, :#v * ;'. . tti*:it»\ ,' i:.i-f^ . « ' •:'*:\\ x/' '"'^ '-X • 
r,' •/* . -» - 'I -'J! '. 'A ^\.*: \^A»K, !'/." f:. -;'-i '.:.•: iiir:*.:'.n do^» rr.', 
y.' '■,»**•*■ lJ-"-ii.*f*', '•/, •.■ ti',rin ••#«::# .•^i^t.'yri ::i Lie f^:iiC exuCl 

A ;-.j.-.fi/ Mill »'J':4 of f'**: i'*:}/ ji <[.'<#;* 1. fh'; iA<n rjf ihiy W'^rk \% 21 
f'„\.'A\', Siw^frtt *A4t»fr. .'::.^ r, hri'.r^ oi>f*:rvc'i, ar: laid down 
for th« ri»(4..}i!inc oi ilf: <«;>;^!c K<"jitor«; up.n cxaiuinirig ihcf:: 
M^f./ruvr*:!, ii will be foj.'.l, tlur every rhing coMaincd in chc 
*l\Ov. of ili«: I^iriCy rniy t^c ex'rrnp.iriC'i uridyl (he head of one or 
Mh«;r of (hrin , and thai \U\t ftiould :^ (he cafe, it very rcifonable, for 
ihr.y ^ff. \y»\\% derivt/1 frorn ihe fame general priririplci. The com- 
|;»kf of ihi-v workt fhcrrfore, r4kefta brigade of three Battalions, and 
tudVf.x ihu i'ri^adc perforin every oiic ot ihefc liineteen evolutions 
U|iori die |iiifi' i{ilei of the l^dtic of br^e iK.diei, and exemplifies, 
under one or ofiicr o^ ihern, rvriy fhin;; cfP-nriiil to the latter; t!ius 
Uiiuyjuy, r'f((clher, under the f-tti-c heads, the difcipline ot (he Bat- 
ulion, of the Bri2;ade, and of the Line, and at once pointing out how 
iffv iiiutii^liy f oriihirir with ejich other. 

To '.ii h r.volution it affixed the appropriate commands to he given 
by the Kn^^^adicr or Chief, as well ai the Commandants of Battalions; 
attd wr liJ^r only to fupp'/fe :iny nuinticr of Brigades, acting in the 
farne wav, or forming ufK/n the given one, as hrrcaficr pointed out, 
iirid wr hiv*: -At ofire, under our eye^ the movements and evolutions 
of an army, he its magnitude what it mav. 

Thar rhit ui'Az of arrangement, ann dift ipline, is in immediate 
iinir"n with the Regulations and merely following their didtatcs, 
will apprar from thr: diir/Jj'/ii% vivrn under the hrad of ** Infpe£tion 
and Review of a Bafialion of Infantry," where it is faid, '' when two 
$r m0rf /iaiiaiiom are mJpeHed or exentfe together^ they will be formed in 
§nt I sine ^ wtth the ordered intervali ; they will receive the Generalf march 
pti/lt and mfif btrform the fame ideniiial movements^ as are before pre* 
Jtnhed for the finyje liuttulion^ ohjcfvini the additional Jiretlions which 
ufepjvenfoi thofe of the Ltne» 



Tr-i: is precif-.Iy vhir has l>?er. done \r, :he follow :ng (heets : and 
'■?y ::j-: c^;r,.:!v:r*2 w::h the d:rfc:icc5 c:3;a:ctd in His Majrfty's 
R'.*^'u alien 1, we \z.*\: f.i.d that :he evcluticns ct the Battalion, of the 
bri^-ic^, ar.d o: :!**: L r**, 's^c^irjt t':> i:.:ri woven, that it is impoffibie 
10 c:..:.;;.'r.:.d :heor-?, v»\:h,\.i 1: rriit comp;cheni:ing the whole. 

f: \\ T.%1 \T.X'ru'ttA I'j rr.ik- ih"? Brigadier or Chief go into all the 
mi.'.'.-'at ' f CO r :.-;a:.'-, bu: ciih ii.rirvidual may in th» particular ac- 
^'j.r.iu^Azif: \:a. p'.Li cl::o:i t his own ideas: all the oiioute orders 
r.ftffiry i'.i p -it! fig -Sih cvo'.-t:cn into ctlecl arc given in the co- 
.L:rr.ns c'..r.r:^ii.irig trie crders cf the cccnmandants cf battalions, and 
lucfi iri^i'v duiai h^s orilv to tr:>r.£t'er as niany or as few cf ihefe into 
the C'/iuirn-. containing (!ie directiwiDS of the brigadier, as h;: thinks 
ir^-'r conf'inant to His Majefiy's Regulations : much pains have 
however hecii taken tj frame this work in the Aricleil unifon with 
what appears the intecticn cf thcfe Regulations, and with what occurs 
in haitie. 

Thofe who have been on afiual fervice mud well know the dif« 
Acuity of conveying in ft ructions to large bodies by repeating them 
along a line during the noife and hurry of a general adion ; and how 
greatly this difficulty would be increafed, if each minute command 
was required to he fo conveyed: befide which, it will often occur 
that one pan of a line will advance, whilft anoiI«cr will retire ; that 
one battalion will file, whild another will wheel, &c. &c. confe- 
quently that different commands are g'ven to different battalions at 
the fame inftanr, which feems to preclude the poffibility of each 
minute command originating with the Chief or Brigadier. 

In fa£t on a<9ual fervice, particularly under the fire of cannon and 
mufketry, the only certain mode of communicating inftni£lions is 
through the medium of aids-de-camp and detached oflScers, who de* 
liver thcfe infl ructions to the commandants of battalions, and they look-^ 
ing to the regulating flank proceed to ifTue the minute orders for putting 
the indruclion inroeifedl the inAant they hear the general dirfHion for 
the movement pafs along the line, or if they don't hear it» fee the 
battalions between them and the regulating one in motion. 

To each evolution are affixed figures fhewing the fingle Brigade 
performing the manoeuvre; next, an army of two lines performing 
it ; with remarks, pointing out how the fecond Line gairs its relative 
pofition in each, agreeable to the data contained in His Majcfly*s 
Regulations ; the purpofes to which each evolution is applied on 
actual fervice, are alfo pointed out; and the whole finiflies with re* 
fledions on the leading principles in the Science of War. 



GENERAL RULES 



IN THE 



EVOLUTIONS OF LARGE BODIES. 



VV HEN any given number of corps afferoblc to a£l together, a 
regiitating Battalion is named, by which the others are guided m their 
drcfling, and from which every movement has its origin. This Bat- 
taliont as the Regulations term it, becomes the helm of the whole* 
The choice of this Battalion depends on circu in fiances ; it is very lei- 
dom, however, a center Battalion of a Line, but is generally within 
one or two corps of a flank, for upon a flank do battles ufually com- 
mence, and whichever is the wing likely fir ft to be engaged, will na- 
turally be the one to which the regulating Battalion will belong- 
When a Line breaks into Columns, which are to move in unifon, 
they are alto guided in their movements by the one containing the re- 
gulatiiig Uatulion. 

It is I'elf-evident that, under the fire of cannon, and other attend- 
ants on a battle, the human voice can fcarcely extend the length of a 
fingle corps, far lefs to that of a general Line; all explanations ihcrc- 
forcj are made through the metlium of the flaff, and detached officers; 
the Aids de Camp of the Chief carry it to the Generals of Divifions, 
their flalf to the Brigadiers, and the ftaff of the Brigadiers to the Bat- 
talions comprifing tlieir rclpedtive Brigades, fo that the orders after- 
wards announced become rather the fignal for the movement to com- 
menccj than any neceflfary explanation of what is to be done, con- 
fcquently cannot be too (hort. This has been condantly attended to 
in tlie fubfcqucnt details, and will be found to meet the fpirii of his 
Ma je fly's Regulations. 

The Chief is, generally fpcaking, near the regulating Battalion; 
though circumflances may occur where he will find it neccfl!ary to 
fhift his pofition, perhaps to change his regulating Battalion, or 
even to give his orders to the one which happens to be neareft, at the 
lime ; but in fuch inftnnces the ftaff lliould be detached along the 
Line with information, fo as to prevent millakes. 



The Generals of Divifions watch over their refpeflivc commands, 
and will, of courfc, when in Line, pcft thcmfelves behind that part of 
their divifion where their prefencc is likely lo be mod ufefuL 

If any thing is to be done bv one divifion, and not generally by the 
whole, fuch as moving in a di&'crent diredion, breaking into Columns, 
taking poft, &c. flee. ; the orders of the Chief, if he does not choofc 
to fee it executed himfelf^ are carried to the General commanding this 
Divifion, and he executes them accordingly* 

The Brigadier watches over his Brigade, fubordlnateto the General 
of his Divifion ; when in Line, the paiition he is likely to be moft ufc- 
ful in is behiiid the flank of his Brigade^ next to the general regulating 
Battalion of the Line, for on that fide will each movement commence, 
and he is thus ready to announce, or repeat the general inflruflion, if 
not immediately taken up, or underflood, by the Battalions under his 
command: to make the whole brigade hear his voire is almolV impof- 
lible in any pofition; and, therefore, he deputes his flaff to fee that 
the other corps of the Brigade immediately follow the general arrange- 
ment. 

The Commanders of Battalions, when in Line, are each behind the 
center of their refpeflive corps, and dtreft their regulating Serjeants, 
The Adjutant is on the flank, next the general regulating Battalion of 
the Line, and the Major on the oppofite flank* 

If the Line advances or retires, the Adjutant gives condant inform- 
ation how the Battalion is moving, and according to this information, 
the Colonel or Commandant dirc^ls the regulating Serjeants, If the 
corps is falling behind the general Line* he orders his Serjeants to 
flcpout; if getting before, he orders them to flep fhort; if opening 
from the regulating Battalion, he orders them to throw forward the 
proper ihoulder; ifcrowding towards it, he orders them to advance 
fi the 



the other HiouHer. Tii Column the various Comtnanders arc at the 
head of their lefpcillivc divifions. 

That the CKicI, or fypcrior officers can nor go into all the detail of 
command, is evident* for different commands arc often given to dif- 
fereijt Bntulions at the lame inH^ntt and if they could go into all the 
del ail, it would nm into endlefs repetition, and rather confufc than 
fimplify: on the other hand, if they go partially into the detail, tlicrc 
appear fa many in (lances where they fhould interfere, fo many where 
they ♦hould noti and fo many where it is doabtful whether they 
fhonld QT ihould not, tliat imlefs fome diflfni^ line is drawn, the 
Commandeis of Battalions hecome perplexed, and hefitate^ when they 
are Id proceed, or when they arc to wait for inilruftions. 

On this fuhjed the firA idea that fuggeils itfelf is, that the Chief 
and fuperior oiGccrs /hould merely confine tficmfckes to the general 
inllrudion^ and that each Commandant of a Battalion, in fo far as 
fielatctto his. own corps, (hould ifliic, from himfclf, the neccffary 
orclerm for putting thii general inflriK^ion into cffeS. But ihis rule 
wit) not altogether meet his Majefly^s Regulations; for in Scflion 
187, an explanation is given of a clofe Column deploying into Line, 
when bciiile the general inflrudton that the Line will be formed on 
fii^A a divtjim^ we are informed tlut the different Battalions alfo face 
and are put in motion hy command from the Chief; which is going 
pariially into the detail i but wc find they arc afterwards hakeC and 
their interior formation made hy orders from their refpefiivc Com- 
intfidanu. 

The rule, therefore, that will completely meet his Majefly's Re- 
guiatians, and at the fame time draw a marked diilindion between 
the duties of the Commandanti of Battalions and the fuperior officers^ 
is, that in order to promote co-operation, whenever more Battalions 
than one become moveable at the fame time, that is, march wholly 
off^ the ground ihey ^tt then on> ihey arc faced, if they require facing, 
aiul are put in motion by command from the Chief under whofe 
immediate orders they aie; and whcnc^ver more Battalions than 
one are to he brought to a Ibnd, at ihc bmc mommt, they arc alfo, 
*4ir the fame realun, halted Uv command from iheir Chief. But 
in ill other inftanccs whatever, the Chief merely cx>nhiies himfelf 
10 the (kt& general inAfui3ion, and each Coinmandani of a Battalion 
txecutei if, ts far at relates to hts own corps, without any additional 
Ofdcfi* 

At before olifer ved, thb rule completely mceu his Majeff y's Re^i- 
laf ioQi, and is made to apply fhrouffh the whole of the fubfcquent de- 
tailf, it cannot therefore be too mucn explained. 

If Lines advance or retire, it is evident that the Battalions compri- 
ftng themt become wholly moveable ; if Columni advance or retire, it 
it evidcQl thai the BatialioM eomprtfing ihcm become wholly move- 



able; if Echellons advance or retire, it is evident, that the Battalions 
comprifjtig them become wholly moveable; if Lines are thrown for- 
ward or backward on a fixed diviUon, it is evident, tliat ilie Battalions 
become whoUy moveable, except the one containing the fixed divi- 
fion. If the Battalions take tip pofitions in detached Columns^ it 
is evident they become wholly moveable* When Battalions face 
and move for the purpofcs of deployment, or for forming general 
Columns^ they all, except the named one, become wholly moveable. 
When general Columns clofc to the front or extend to open order, 
the Battalions, except the named one* become wholly moveable ; in 
all fuch inflanccs, the Chief not only ilTues the firft general in- 
ffruflion, but, in order to promote co-opcratjoni the Battalions arc 
put in motion by his command, and when more than one halts, at 
the fame inftanr, he alfo iffucs the order for this purpofc; but where 
Battalions wheel from Line into Column, or Column into Line; 
where Battalions ftaoding in Line take clofe or open order; where 
Battalions counter-march, Ah on points of its own ; where they 
form, each on fe^rjeanis or divifions of its own; where they forin 
grand divitjons on data of their own, &c, &c, thefe may be denomi- 
nated interior formations, in which the corps do not become wholly 
moveable; on the contrary, thev aft and form on points, each within 
itfelf; in all fuch cafes, the Chief merely confines himfclf to ihc 
firft general inflruftion: in like manner if Battalions halt at different 
points, or march or wheel at ditfcrent fpaccs of time, the Chief does 
not inlerfet e beyond the firft general inftruftion. 

In wheeling from Column into Line, or from Line into Column, 
the different Batlalions, as before faid, aft on data within themfelves> 
nor do ihev become wholly moveable: confequcnily the Chief merely 
confines himfeif to the firft general inftrudion: on aftusl fcrvice, it 
could be a matter of no moment whether the various Battalions 
wheeled at the fame inftant or not^ fo as they did it methodically 
within themfrlveH it is all that could be wiAicd ; but in parade duties 
it certainly has a iinc effe£l to fee the whole wheel at the fame mo- 
ment* If the commandants of corps were always alert in giving their 
orders^ as nearly togcihcr as poflTiblej the neceffity of which cannot 
he too much imprcflcd on them, the objeift would be gained ^ bur if 
the Brigadier finds the effeft better produced by his interference in 
giving ihc command, there fcems no harm in his doing fo, though 
contrary to the general rule above laid down. Where a general clofe 
Column counter-marches, the parade cfFeft will alfo be better if the 
whole face and are put in motion by command from the Chief, 

In the following details, whenever the Brigade forms a general 
clgfe Column, it is denominated a Column of Line; which fecms 
more in imifon with the Regulations^ tlian calling it « Columo of 
Brigade, but either would anfwcr. 
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FORMATION OF THE BRIGADE. 



By extending our ideas from the evolutions of a Brigade to thofe of 
an Army, we (hall find that the one completely exeniplifies the 
other; for we have only to fuppofe a number of Brigades formed in 
one Line, or in a general Column; that the Chief of the whole is 
with the regulating Battalion; that as foon as the Commandant of 
this Battalion announces aloud the commands of the Chief, it it 
rapidly repeated by the different Commandants of Corps along the , 
Line ; that the various Brigadiers watch over their refpe£tive Bri- 
gades, and if the general orders are not immediately taken up by the 
Battalions under their command, they again loudly announce them ; 



that when any thing of a complex nature is to be performed h !s pre- 
viouily explained, tnrough the medium of the Aids de Camps and 
Staff Officers ; that each Brigadier, fubordinate to the General of his 
Divifion, becomes a Chief to the Battalions under his command, and 
when he fees the Brigade between him and the regulating Battalion 
face or move, he alfo dire^ his to face or move ; we have only to 
fuppofe this much, and we have, as before obferved, at once under 
our eye the movements and evolutions of an army, be its mammide 
what it may. More will be found on this head at the end of the ma* 
noeuvres. * 



FORMATION op the BRIGADE. 



W HEN Three Battalions are out together in Brigade as an inde« 
pendent body, the Pofition they draw up in b as foUows : — Firft, on 
the Right ; Second^ on the Left ; Thii-d, in the Center ; (fee Fig. s.> 
Twelve Paces between each Battalion ; which, on Service, are occu- 
pied by the Battalion Guns. 

When the Brigadier, or Colonel in Chiefs comes upon the Ground 
of Exercife, he will find the Battalions drawn out at Open Order, 
with Camp Colours planted as Points to a& upon. (See Fig. 2.) 
The Colour No. i, is the General's Colour, where the Reviewing 
General takes his Pofition, and oppofite to which the Brijg;ade ufually 
begins and ends its Manoeuvres. The Colour No. a, is the Right 



wheeling Colour, and the Colour No. 3, is the Left wheeling Co- 
lour. The Colour No. 4, is the Ri|;ht Flank Colour. The Colour 
No. 5, is the Left Flank Colour. The Colours in the Rear mark the 
Center of each Battalion. The Brigadier proceeds to the General's 
Colour, where he is met by the Commandants of Battalions, who in- 
form him their Corps are ready and wait his InftruSions. The 
Commanding Officers of Battalions proceed to their Pods. Every 
thiiig IS now ready to receive his Majefty, fuppofing him to review 
the Brigade. See the Regulations, <* InfpefHon or Review of a Bat- 
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Take Clofc Older- - 
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Atcentioct. 
SboyldcT Arnii. - 



Prcfcfii Arnii. 
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Tak«aofcOr<Jcr, 
Qitkki March* - 
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bickwaidi wliecL 



GEHER41. ExPLAITATIOIfS. 



When 
moirer on 



the Brigadier perceives His Majefty, or the Reviewing General advancing, he wilJ 
Horfeback^ lo oppoGte the Center of the third Battaljon^ and dircS 

The whole Shouldcn 

The Brigadier now proceeds lo the Gene ral's Flag or Colour where he receives His Majefly, 
and prefenLs him with a Return of the Brigade, and a Card of the Evolutions to be performed. 
The Brigadier again returns to his poGtioDi and His Majefty advances towards the Center of the 
Brigade or poll of the Brigadier* 

The whole Prcfent Arms> the Officers falute, the Colours are dropped, and ihe Mnfic plays 
*^ God fave the King/* 

The Brigadier falutes his Majefty at the fame time with the other Officcn ; when the Mufic 
flops playing, he directs 

The whole Shoulder; the Mufic arc before jnllrudled how long. to play; they Aop only till 
the Brigade fhouldcrs. and then continue playing till His Majefty has part round the whole. 

It is to be uniformly undcrftood, that in every order givca by the Officers commanding Corps, 
they are to take the time from the Commandant of the Regubting Battalion. 

His Majefty now moves to the Right Flank of the Brigade, and pafles along the Front of the 
Line* and it appears proper that the Brigadier fhould accompany him to anfwer any queftions His 
Majefty may have to aik. The King having reached the Left Flank of the Brigade proceeds up 
the Rear, and returns by the Right Flank to his original ftation* 

The Brigadier having returned to his pofition directs 

The whole take Clofc Order; the Captains place ihemfelves on the Right of ihcir refpedife 
Companies; the Colonels and Lieutenant Colonels mount their Horfes; the Majors are at all 
rimes mounted, as are the Adjutants; the other Officers pafs to their different ftations at Clofe 
Order, and the Brigade is now ready for movement. The Commandants of Corps, as befonr 
obferved, wiUrecollcft, that io every inftance, where ctrcumftanccs admit, they are to take the 
time for iiTuing their orders from the Regulating Battalion In wheeling from Line into Co- 
lumni or from Column into Line, they will be moft particularly attentive to this circomftance, 
and to be very careful not to give the words " Quick March/' till firft given by the Commandant 
of the Regulating Battalion; on the other hand» he is to be equally attentive not to give the worth 
** Quick, March/* till he fees they are ready to repeat; to infure, if pofliblc, the wheel at tlie 
fame inftant, on which the good appearance of the whole fo much depends. 

When the Brigadier fees all fteady, he proceeds 

Quiet 
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PA3SING IN EEVIEW. 



Dire&iom % Mc Brigadier . 



Orders hf CoimnandanU 
of Batiulmm. 



, March. 



HalL - 



Suppon Arms. 
Quiclc, March. 



Carry Arms. * * 



Halt. - . . - 
March, • - • 
Halt, - - . ^ 
Wheel into Lioc. 



Ma 



uick, March. 
arch* - - 



Halt. 



Support Arms. 
Quick, Match. 



Cmrry Arms. * 



Halt. 

March* - - * -p 

Halt. - • - - - 

By CompanieSj to the 

Left, wheel iuto Line, 



Gfih^ERAL ExPLAKATtOlfS* 



The whole Compauies wheel back into Open Column, Right in Front, Fig, 7* 

The whole Column moves on till the Front Company arrives at the Right Hank Colour, when 
it wheels to the Left, and advances towards the Right wheeling Colour, followed by all the others 
nfutceifion. 

The Brigadier now places hinifelf between iheMufic who arc in front of the Column, and tlie 
head of it, which is formed by the Grenadiers of the FirlV Battalion, the Colonel and Major of 
the Firft being immediately behind him. Where larger bodies than one Battalion pafs in Review, 
Officers do not falute unlefs particularly ordered, we Ihall fuppofe this to have been done* 

When the leading Company reaches the Right wheeling Colour, it again wheels to the Left* 
which brings it in a lin^rwith His Majefty ; all the others do fo in fucceffion, and the Mufic be- 
gins topfay ; as the leading Company comes within 50 yards of His Majefty, it, and all the others 
\n turn, Open Ranks, and the Officers falute at the diftance of fix paces. See Fig. 8. 

The Brigadier falutes when he comes within fix paces of his Majedy* he then falls out or quits 
the Column and joins the Kinp's fuite, where he remains till the whole Column has pafled, when 
he moves towards the Center Battalion, keeping on the Left Flank, and direfls 

The Front of the Column has hy this time wheeled at the Left wheeling Colour, and has nearly 
reached the Left Fbnk Colour, each Company having tlofcd its Ranks when 30 paces p^ft the 
King, 

The whole having fupported arms, {Icjp off at quick time; the leading Companyi if it hat not 
already done it, now wheels at the Left Flank Colour, which brings it m a line with its old poii* 
tion, towards which it now proceeds, followed bv the others in fucccfhonj when it again rtaclies 
the Right Flank Colour, it wheels to the left, ani advances towards the righr wheeling Colour. 

So foon as the Brigadier fees the leading Company hat nearly reached the Right wheeling Co^ 
lour, hedire£ts 

The whole carry arms without halting ; when the leading Company lias wheeled at the right 
wheeling Colour, which again brings it in a tine with his Majefty, the Muflc begins to play, the 
whole pafs as before, only that the ranks are not opened, nor do the Officers falute ; as the Column 
has its right in front, the left Flank is the pivot \ but in pafling his Majefty the OfHcers thilt to the 
other fide. 

It does not fcem pofitivcly defined whether the Brigadier is to fall in the fecond time of pafTin^t 
or not; but there can be no harm in doing it* So foon as he fees the whole Column has paft his 
Majefty he diref^s 

The whole halt. 

The whole move on till they reach their original ground. 

The whole hah. 



Quick 



PASSING IN REVIEW. 



Dire^iotubjfihe Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



General Explanatiovi. 



Quick, March. 



The whole wheel into Line, and ftand as they did before they formed Column. See Fig« 9* 
Pafling in Review being finifhed, which forms a part in all Reviews, what would follow muft 
depend on prior arrangement, we (hall therefore proceed to the Manual and Platoon Exercifes» 
which with Nineteen Manoeuvres and Conftru£tions, and Movements of Lines, form the nre- 
fent Syftem of Military Difcipline. The Manual and Platoon Exercifes will be performeo by 
the Major of each Battalion giving the Commands to his own refpedive Corps, and taking the 
time from the Regulating Battalion. 
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MANUAL AND PLATOON EXERCISES. 



DirtQumtby ike Brigadier, 



Perform the Manual and 
Platoon Exercifes. - 



Orden by CommandanU 
of Battaboms. 



Repeated. 



Witb Cartridge, Prime 
and Load. - - 



Repeated. - - 



GavEEAL Explanations. 



The Senior Major of each Battalion advances in front of its Center. The Brigadier and other 
Field Oflkers go in the rear. 

The Majors, taking the time from the Regulating Battalion, dired the Reir Ranks to Take 
Open Order— Quick March — Order Arms — Return Bayonets— Shoulder Arms. 

The Officers will take poft of Exercife in the Rear — March — Hah— Front. — Order Arms-* 
Fix Bayonets-— Shoulder Arms— Prefent Arms-^boulder Arms— Charge Bayonets — Shoulder 
Arms. Platoon Exercife: Rear Ranks take Ck>fe Order — Quick March; Prime and Load — 
Front Rank, kneeling. Ready, Prefent, Fire, Load— Front Rank, (landing. Ready, Prefent, 
Fire, Load.- ■ The Majors return to die Rear, and report they have done as was direded. 

Previous to commencing the Manoeuvres, the whole Prime and Load with Cartridge. 

The whole Load. 

Every thing is now ready to proceed with the Manceuvres ; but before beginning it is neceflary 
to remark, that a portion of them, viz. the Firft, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, Ninth, 
and Tenth, may be performed in more ways tfauan one, by a Brigade or Line of an Armj ; for 
inftance, the Ftrft Bfanisuvre; dbe Battalions of a Line might each form a Clofe Column m rear 
of their refpe&ive Grenadiers, and then deploy ; or Columns of Line might be formed each con- 
fiding of a Brigade, and de|^y from that Formation; or Columns might be formed confifting 
of feveral Brigades each, and deploy from thence ; and lailly, the whole Line might form in one 
general Column and then deploy. 

It is needle(s to (hew how the Battalions would execute the different Manoeuvres, if each aAed 
independent of the other; becaufe they would in that cafe merely follow the common Battalion 

Sradice, which is already amply deuiled : all that will therefore be neceflary is to ihew how a 
Irigade of Three Battalions would perform each Manceuvre aAing as one Body, which will be 
found to exemplify every thing that can occur in lareer bodies. For whether a Column confifts 
of one Brigade, of feveral Bribes, or of die whole Line, the mode of formation and fnbfequent 
deployment is die fame ; the only trifling dtffrrence would be that when the Column was to con- 
fift or more dian one Brigade, each Brigadier would have to fpecify in his orders, both the Batta- 
lion and the Brigade^ on which Ac Formadon was to take place ; fo that inftead of (ayine in the 
Rear of the Rigm Battalion, he would bare to iky in the Rear of the Right Battalion of fuch a Bri- 
gade> and foon in other Formarions. 

FIRST 
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FIRST MANCEUVRE. 



DircHUmtbythe Brigadier. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



(Scdion 137.) 
Form Clofe Columns of 
Companies in Rear o 
Grenadiers. - - 



Repeated. 
Rijjht Face. 
Quick March. 



(ScAion 190.) 
Forma Column of Line 
in Rear of the Firft 
Battalion. • - - 
Ki^htFace. - - • 
Quick March. - • 



Repeated. - 
Ri^t Face. . 
Quick March. 



Gbneral Explanatiovs. 



Prefent Pofition of the Brigade. See Fig. 10. 

This Manoeuvre flicwt how the Battalions of a Brigade or Line form Clofe Columns in Rear 
of their Right Companies ; then Column of Line in Rear of the Right Battalion ; and from 
thence deploy in mafs on the Left Battalion, and into Line on the Left Divifion of the whole. 



The Grenadiers of each Battalion (land fail; the remaining Companies of each form in their 
rear. Fig. 1 1 (hews Three Companies in each Column formed, and the others on the march. 

When the whole are formed in theii^ofitionsi the Brigade, in Three Clofe Columns of Com- 
panies, will (land as in Fig. 12. 

[Tktfe Cohmms might now maoe forward to pqft irregular ground, or to gain any other furpcfe for which 
tht formation was taken; and then again deploy into Line, either on the march or halted, according to the prac^ 
tice rf the Jingle Battalion.^ 

We proceed to fhew how from Battalion Columns they form a Column of Line in Rear of the 
Grenadiers of the Firft Battalion, and from thence deploy into Line, which will point out how 
an Army would place itfelf in Clofe Columns, each conhfting of a Brigade, and again deploy ; 
and if the Columns were to confift of feveral Brigades, or of a whole Lme, the mode of forma- 
tion and fubfequent deployment would be exa^ly the fame. 



The Commandant of the Firft Battalion dire£b it to (land faft. 

By the Commandants of the Second and Third. 

Tlie Right hand Column (lands faft ; the remaining Columns face to their Right, and move 
off at Quick Time, along the Parade Line, till near the Firft Battalion, when mey face again, 
in fucceffion, to the Right, and move towards the Rear, till oppofite their pofitions ; they then 
face to the Left and move into them. The Third forms in Rear of the Firft, and the Second in 
Rear of the Third. The Three Battalions will ftand in one Clofe Column of Companies, with 
the Drumsi &c. on the reyerfe Flank, and an interval of Three Paccfs between each. See Fig. 13. 
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ke Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



General Explanations. 




)7 and 191.) 
die Second 



ich, - 



nd Divifions. 



(e Order. 



Repeated. - 
Right Face. 
Quick March. 



Form Grand Divifions. 
Alternate ConnpanieSi— 

Left Face. 
March. . - - - 



Take Clofe Order. 
March. - - - 



From Its prefent pofition, the Brigade, by extending its Divifions into Open Column and 
wheeling into Line, would ftand txsL&ly at Right Angles to the Line it pofleiTed prior to the 
formation of Columns. It might form Line in various diredions, or advance in Column at dofe. 
Quarter, Half, or Open Order, &c. &c. but to complete the Firft Manoeuvre, it is neceflary it 
(hould deploy in the fame prolongation of Line it occupied at the commencement of the Evolu* 
tion. 

The Brigade is now (landing in a Clofe Column of Companies, and is to deplov into Line. 
A Column of Line which does not exceed Two or Three Battalions may occafionally deploy as 
a (ingle Corps, by forming a Column of Grand Divifions and deploying upon any Divifion of'^the 
whole that may be fpeciiied, (See Clofe Column of the Line) ; but as this is never done where it 
confifis of more than Three Battalions, if it can be avoidecl, and even with Three Battalions is 
apt to be incorre&, the beft plan is to adopt the mode which Clofe Columns of Lint in an Army 
are dire&ed to deploy in, which is as follows : 

The Second Battalion is cautioned by its Commandant to Stand Faft. 

The Column of the Second Battalion (lands fefi ; the other Two face to the Right, and they. 
Drums, &c. move otf at Quick Time. So foon as the Column of the Third has got clear of the 
Second, by a fpace equal to a Convpany and half's front, the Commanding Officer (avs, Columns- 
Halt, Front; the Column of the Fird moves on till clear of the Third, by an equal fpace, when 
it halts and fronts. See Fig. 14* 

The Second Battalion, the moment its front is clear, marches forward into the new Line, and 
the others mote up and drefs with it; MuCc and Drums in rear of their refpe&ive Columns. 
The Brigade now (lands in Three Columns of Companies ; the heads of which are in a Line 
with each other, and divided by a fpace equal to the front of a Company and a half. See 
Fig. ^S' 



The alternate Companies move out till clear of the other Divifions, and then form on them. 
If the Flank Companies are with their Corps, each Battalion will confift of Five Grand Divi- 
fions ; the Fird Company will Form on the Left of the Grenadiers, and fo on : if the Grenadiers 
are detached, the Second Company will place itfelf on the Left of the Fird, and fo on. In all 
Columns with the Left in Front, the alternate Companies face and lead to the Right indead of 
the Left, 



The Three Columns take Clofe Order ; See Fig. i6. 
C 
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FIRST HAK(E0VEE» 



Diredums by the Brigadier, 



Form Line on the Fifth 
Difiiion of the Se- 
cond Battalion. * 
Right Face. - • ^ 
(^ick March. - - 
Fifth Divifion of the 
Second Batulion,--* 
Halt 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Repeated. 
Right Face. 
Quick March. « 



Fifth Divifion, Halt, 
Front. - - - . 

Fourth Grand Divifion, 
Halt, Front; and fo 
on. - - - • • 



CrBVBRAX. ExPLAKATIONd* 



The whole move^ 



By the Commandant of the Second Battalion. 

After the Commandant or a Field Officer of the Second Battalion has halted all his Divifiont, 
each as it |{ett clear of the one halted before it, a fimilar Officer of the Third proceeds to halt fail 
Divifions m the fame manner, leaving the proper diftance between the Battalions ; and then a fimi- 
lar one of the Firft halts his Divifions, leaving a like diftance. When the Fifth Divifion of the 
Second finds its front clear, it moves forward and drefies in the new Line ; and the other Divi- 
fions in turn, move forward and drefs between it and the Colour thrown out. Fig. 1 7 fliews how 
the different Divifions are halted ; it is not, however, to be underftood that thev wait till the whole 
is thus halted ; the Fifth Divifion of the Second, fo foon as it is free from the other Divifions, 
moves into the new Line, followed by the others in fucceffion ; fo that before the whole Divi- 
fions are halted, a confiderable part of the new Line is formed. The Brigade has now deplojred 
into Line, on its left-hand Divifion, viz. the Fifth Divifion of the Second, upon the fame prin* 
ciple that a finde Battalion deployinjg into Line by the Firft Manoeuvre, makes the Deploymest 
on its Light Infantry or left-hand Divifion. The Brigade in Line, fee Fig. 18. 

Fire, as the Brigadier may dire£t» 

The Brigade proceeds to the 
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SECOND MANCEUVRE. 



ic&ionshy the Brigadier. 



(SeSion 137<) 
Drtn Clofc Columns of 

Companies in Front 
of Light lofanEry. 



{Scflion 190.) 
Form a Column of Line 

in Front of the Sc 

contl Battalion. 
Left Face. - - - 
Quick March, - - 



Orders h^ CotnmandanU 
of Battalions, 



Repeated. 
Left Face, 
Quick March. 



Repeated. 
Left Face* 
Quick March. 



GanEEAL lilLBhAH/LTlQKl, 



The Second Manccuvre refembles the Firft, with this difference^ that the formations arc in 
Front of the Left, inftead of in Rear of the Right; and the Deployments are on the Right Bat- 
talion and Right Divifion of the Liuej indcad of being on the Left Battalion and LQk DiVifion of 
the Lmc. 



The Light Infantry Companies fland fall ; the remaining Companies of each Battalion face to 
the Left, and move in file towards the Front of the Light Infantry, where they range themfelvcs 
n Columns of Companies with the Grenadiers in frontt Fig- 19* 

The Brigade now proceeds to form a Column of Line by the fame Manoeuvre, which eluci- 
dates the fame circnmftances as the Second Part of the Firft Manoeuvre, with this exception^ that 
the Formations arc to the Left inftead of the Right. 



Tlie Second Battalion Hands fall ; the other Columns face to the Left and move to their pofi- 
tions, as defcribed in the Firft Manoeuvre, only to the Front inftead of the Rear; they place them- 
felves before the Second, with which they form a general Column, leaving a fpace between each 
of Three Paces. Sec Fig* 2o. 

The Brigade is now in a Clofe Column, from whence it might form Line in a variety of ways, 
as defcribed in the Firft Manoeuvre: By extending its Divilions to Open Order* and wheeling 
fhofc DivtHons to the Left, it would form a Line perpendicular to the Left Flank of its former 
PofiEion in Line ; by facing to the Right about, and extending towards ilie Rear, another might 
be formed in that direction ; by facing outwards from the Center, and extending into Open Order 
both ways at once, a Line would be very rapidlv formed crofllng the Flank of the Firft polition 
at right angles ; and thefc Lines would each of tnem have the fame front with thole produced in 
the fame way by the Firft Manoeuvre, The Column might deploy to Right or Left i advance to- 
C 2 wards 
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SECOND MANCEUVRE. 



DircSions by the Brigadier. 



(Se£lion 187 and 191.) 
.Deploy on the Firft Bat- 
talion. - - - - . 
Left Face. - - - 
Quick March. - • 



Form Grand Divifions. 



Clofe to the Front. * 

Form Line on the Firft 
Diviiioo of the Firft 
Battalion. - - - 
Left Face. - - - 
Quick March. - - 



Firft Divifion of the 
Firft Battalion— Halt. 



Orders bv Commandants 
of battalions. 



Repeated. - 
Left Face. - 
Quick March. 



Form Grand Divifions 
Alternate Companies — 

Left Face. 
March. - . - - 
Clofe to the Front. 
March. - • • - 



Repeated. 
Left Face. 
Quick, March. 



Firft Divifion- 
Front. • - 



.Halt, 



General Explanations. 



wards the Front, or move towards the Rear, &c. ice. Having pointed out its advantages in part, 
it proceeds to deploy into Line on the principle of the*Second Manoeuvre. The firft ftep is to 
deploy in Mafs, as it is termed, on the Firft Battalion. 

The Firft Battalion ftands &ft. 

By the Commandants of the Second and Third. 

The Second and Third Battalions move to the Left till the Third has pafl*ed the Firft by a 
fpace equal to the Front and a half of a Company ; the Second proceeds till it has pafTed the Third 
as much; each fronts as it is ready (See Fig. 21), and moves up into Line with the Column of 
the Firft. The Brigade is now in Three Clgfe Columns of Companies ; the heads of which are 
in a line with each other^ and divided by a fpace equal to a Company and a half. See Fig. 22. 



The alternate Companies move to the Left, as before defcribed, and form on the others. 
They clofe to the Front. See Fig. aj. 



They all face to the Left and move oflF. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have moved far enough. 

By the Commandant of the Firft Battalion. 

The Firft Divifion of the Firft Battalion halts, fronts, anddrefles in the Line; the other Di- 
vifions are each halted by their different Commandants, or a Field Officer, as defcribed before in 
the Firft Manoeovre ; they then move up, in turn, and drefs between the Firft Divifion of the 
Firft, and the Colour thrown out to the Left of the Bricade. See Fig. 24. 

The Brigade is again in Line (Figi 25}, and proceeds to fire as the Brigadier may dircSt. 
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The Companies of cscli Battalion move offt wheeling round or co\intermarcliing to their left 
hand, which briogs the Companies of the Right Wing in Rear of the Right Center Company ; 
and thofc of the Left Wing, in front of the Right Center Company : they all range themfelves 
before and behind the Right Center Company of their refpeflive Battalions, in Clofe Columns of 
Companies, with their Light Infantry or Left 10 Fronts and facing to the Rear, See Fig. 26* 

The Brigade proceed* to form a Clofc Column of Line fronting to the Rear, and Left in Front- 



The Third Battalion ftands fa ft* 

The Brigadier makes a fhort paufc to enable the Commandants to explain what is to be donc# 
and direSs 

The FirR Battalion faces to the Right, the Second Battalion face* to the Left* The Comman* 
dants ftiould rccolledt on this* and every other occafron, to repeat the orders of the Chief as nearly 
together and as rapidly as pofKble. 

The Columns of the Firft and Second Battalions having faced inwards* towards the Third, 
each bjr command of its own Colonel^ ihey both move off i the Firft places itfclf in the rear of 
the Third, and the Second in its front, as dcfcribed in the preceding Manoeuvres* 

The 
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THIRD MAKCEUVRE, 



DireSiotu by the Brigadier, 



(SeSions loi and i8i.) 
The Column will coun- 
termarch. - - - 



(SeAions 187 and 191.) 

Deploy on the Third 

Battalion. • - - 

Outwards Face. - 
Quick March. * - 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Gbkbhal Expi.anations. 



Repeated. 

Left Face. - - - 

Left hand Com|>anies— - 

March. Halt. - 
To the Left — Counter 

march. 
Quick March. * • 



Repeated. - • 

Outwards Face. • 
Quick March* - 



The Brigade now (lands in a Clofe Column of Line with its Left in Front, (See Fig. 27) and 
from which it might extend into Line in a variety of ways, as before obferved of the Cloie Co* 
lumns formed by the Firft and Second Manoeuvres. By facing outwards from the Center of the 
Column, and extending the Divifions into open diftance, in both dire£tions at the -fame time, and 
afterwards wheeling up, a Line might be fpeedily formed which would cut the original one 
through the Center at right angles; and this, like any other one formed by extending the Co* 
lumn to Open Order, would front in the oppoiite dire£tion to thofe produced the fame way by the 
Firft or Second Manoeuvre ; or was the Column in its prefent (ituation to deploy into Line oa 
the Third Battalion, it would form a Line direAly in rear, and parallel to the onginal one, but 
fronting the oppiD&te way. 

When the Brigadier fees the Clofe Column of Line formed. 



The whole face to the Left. 

The Left Companies lead out and halt. See Fig. 28. 

The whole wheel round or countermarch fo the Left by Files ; when the head of the Column 
will a^ain face in the fame way with the original pofition in Line (See Fig. 29); the original po- 
iition m Line means the pofition the troops occupied at the commencement of the Evolutions or 
Firft Manoeuvre. 

The Regulations leave it optional either to Countermarch in a Clofe Column of Line, or to 
Countermarch after the different Corps have deployed into Battalion Columns. 

Should the above be thought produAive of confufion, the other mode may anfwer better; 
which is merely to deploy in maft into Battalion Columns, and then to Countermarch, inftead of 
doine fo in one general Column. 

The Brigade is ftandin^, as (hewn in Fig. 29, in a Column of Line facing towards the original 
direction and Grenadiers m Front; it proceeds with the refidue of the Third Manoeuvre* 

The Third Battalion ftands faft. 

Here again the Brigadier (hould allow a ftiottpaufe for explanation. 

The Firft Battalion faces to the Right, the Second Battalion faces to the Left. 

The Battalions having faced outwards, move off to a diftance equal to the front of a Company 
and a half, each beyond the Third Battalion to Right and Left. See Fig. 30. 

The Third Battalion advances into the new Line fo foon as the other Battalions are clear of its 
Front \ and the Firft and Second form to Right and Left of it. 

The 
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THIRB MANCEUVRE. 



as 



ire&ions b§ the Brigadier. 



Orders bt/ Commamlants 
of ButtaUons^ 



GfilfGAAL ElPLANATtONSp 



fSeflion 147.) 

arm Grand Divifions. 






flion 147.) 
to the Front. 



Form GranJ Divifions 
Alrcrnate Companies — 

Left Face* 
March. * - - - 



Clofe to the Front* 

March- - - - 



The Brigade is now {landing in Three Clofe Columns, Grenadiers tn Front, as pointed om in 
Fig. 31. 



The alternate Companies range thcmfehes on the Left of the others, as before defcribed. 



They Clofe to the Front* See Fig* 31. 

So long as the Corps aft in fcparate bodies independent of each other, they follow in every 
thing what the finglc Battalion would do. Had they before forming a Column of Line, counter- 
marched in fcparatc Battalions, each on a Company of its own, and then deployed into Line, each 
on a Divifion of iis own, the deployment would have been made agreeable to the principles laid 
down for the fingle Battalion^ in the Third Manoeuvre, and Grand Divifions would not have 
been formed ; but though the Regulations admit of deploying by Companies either on a Flank or 
Central Divifion, yet in Corps larger than the Jingle Battalion, if there is time, an accurate Line 
is more likely to be obtained Iw always forming Grand Divifions j if the Columns have their 
Right in front, the alternate Companies in forming them lead out to the Left; if the Columns 
have their Left in front, they lead out to the Right* 

In SedHon 187, a detail is given of Three Battalions deploying into Line on a Central Divifion 
of the Third Battalion ; when inflead of making the Deployment by Companies, Grand DivU 
fjons are dircdled to be formed , which ftiews, that whether the Deployment is made on a Cen* 
tral or Flank Divifion, this is confidered the mofl methodical way in all bodies exceeding one 
Corps: for the depth of the Columns being thereby contra<Sed, the distances between the Corps 
are more accurately taken ; and they not only move with more eafe alotig the Line of formation, 
but the Commanders of the Battalions or a Field Officer can halt each Divifion themfclvcs, and 
being on horfcback can fee and make allowances for any little inaccuracies that may have taken 
place in the halts of the preceding Divifions; this is of no great importance in a finglc Battalion 
where the Divifions can afterwards incline outwards or inwards to their proper portions as they 
form up; but very different is the cafe in a line of Battalions where each begins its deployment 
from the laft halted Divifion of the preceding Corps, without giving it time to corred its errors 1 
if, therefore, the Divifions in halting lake too much room, ^aps mufl inevitably be created in the 
new Line; if they have taken too little, a portion of the Corps which have thus erred mnft be 
ihut out of the Line altogether. When the extcnfion is made by Companies either on a Flank 
or Central Divtfion, the Battalions deploy in mafs, and arrange themfclves within fix paces of 
each other (fee Clofe Column of Line, paragraph 7) ; the front Divifion of each is halted by its 
Commandant, the others by their Captains. 

The Columns now deploy into Line upon the Third Grand Divifion of the Third Battalion. 

(Se£tioQi 
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TKriD KAy^CVEt 



DiftiUimilnflktHri^aditr, 



Order t by Cf/mm<gndiU:ti 
of HuttalwM, 



Gkvzijll ExnixxTx&vi. 



(Sedioni 187 and 101.) 

Form Line on the 

Third Dtvifion of 

Che Third Baualion. 

Oucwardft Face, - - 

QwcL March* * * 



Repeated* - - 
Outwards Face. 

Qatcki March, 



Tfie Third Dlirif.or, cf the Third Baaalicn fiaods f*fi. 

The f irft Batulion, snd :he Two fr'-.r.c Grand Drrificos of the Third, hot to the Right; the 
Second Battalion, and rhe Two rear Grand DiTifioas cf the Third, £icc id the Left. 

The Wiiole move otF at Qnick Time, except the Third Grand DsTifioo of the Third, which 
Aandi fad (ilJ uncovered, when it moves forward into Line ; each ocher Divifion being halted by 

Field Officer, as it clean the front of the one baited bek>re it. They move up and dre(s to 
Right and Left of the Third Divifioo, Third Bafialion^ leavii^ the pfcper diAances between the 
Corpi. Fig. 33. 

The Brigade is again in Line. See Fig. 34* 



* Remarks an the Firji, Second, and Third JIameirvres. 

The Three Firft Mancenvres (hew how individual Battalions, B^^^des, or larger portions of 
an Army form themfelves into Ckfe Columns and again extend into Line. The Clole Column 
is a formation taken by DiviGons of an Army, for the purpofes of pafling broken grounds, bridges, 
defiles, &c. where the objeA is again to form in Line to the front when the difficulty is pafied 
The breadth and depth of the Columns muft depend 00 the objects in view ; they may have a 
front of Two Companies, of One Company, of a Sub-diviilon, or Scdion, &c. and may confift of 
a Battalion, « a Brigade, or larger body. The Clofe Column isalfo a formation taken by parts of 
an Army in attacks made in broken grounds, in defiles, paffing rivers and bridges, in night opera- 
tions, ftorms of fortrefles, lines, &c. where the nature of the fervice and circumftances of the cafe 
will not allow of adiag in Line; Figure o. ihews an attack of this nature. The breadth and 
(irength of the Columns will, as before, be guided by the objefb ; but, if poffible, ihould never 
confiil of lefs than double Files, or fix in front ; which, if attacked on both flanks at once, a cir- 
cumfiance not unufual in woody defiles, and fervices of this nature, would enable them, by a fin- 
gie face outwards, to (hew a front both ways, having as many deep in each face as can fire to ad- 
vantage, and lefs likely to be thrown into confufion, perhaps, than if the Column was broader; but 
as defence in fuch cafes is only the fecondary confideration, and the obje<^ to be carried is to the 
front, the Column would naturally be made as ftrong in that particular as the breadth of the bridge, 
defile, breach, or work to be entered would admit of. The Clofe Column is alfo ufed in (Ireet 
firing ; and lafi, though not of leaft importance, it is ufed as a primary ftep when Troops depky 
into Line in face of an enemy. 

We (hall fuppofc an Army havine determined to come to a6tion with another, moves off tojthe 
Front in Columns of March confiftmg of Brigades or larger bodies, according to the roads or oa- 
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THIHD MAKSUVRE. 



ir 



IHreBionsbtf the Brigadier. 



Orders bif Commanduats 
of Battalions, 



General ExptANATmNSi 



lure of the country to be paflTed over; as the heads of the diiFerent Columns approach in ihc vU 
ctnity of the enemy, they draw nearer each other, if before loo nuuh fcparatctl \ and their DIvj- 
fions move up to half or quarter diftance. When arrived fgffitiendy near for the depluymcnt 
(generally within three quarters of a mile from their adveifary) the Line ility are to form is 
marked out by the proper people ; the heads of the Columns halt on the Line wnh therr Fhuks 
perpendicular to it, and their component parts move up into Clufe Ordcrp If tlie Columns arc of 
greater magnitude than Six or Seven B*ntalions, they are fubdividcd before or after taking Clofc 
Order^ and more Columns are, of courfc, f«rmed ; care is taken tt> arrange ilie heads of the dif- 
ferent Columns at no greater di fiance from eaLh other than the Troops toa^pririug each will oc- 
cupy when extended inro Linej if the dif[anct:s heuvcen ihcm are not fuflicieru for this purpofr, 
it is of no importance, becaufe they deploy onwards till the different Battalions reach iheir rela- 
tive pofitions* The whole next make the deployment from cither Flank or Ccnter» in the mode 
pointed out by the above Manoeuvres, 

The Second Line follows, in every thing, the operations of the Firft, and deploys about 250 
yards behind the other ; or as a fuddcn attack cannot be apprehended upon it, the Cot |js compoling 
it may, for expedition fake, break from the general Columns, and Eake up Line in the manner 
pointed out for a Central or Flank formation to the Front, in the Remarks on the Fourth Ma- 
noeuvre, See Fig. 35. 

If an Army advancing to the Front in Four, Five, or Six Columns, was to iiud it neceffary to 
form Line facing to tlie Rear, the Columns compofmg the Second Line would paCs ihofc of the 
Firft ; the whole would then countermarch and proceed as be fore. The Two Lines at large 
would be inverted, but the Baltaljon5, individually, would fiand in their natural order ; and lixe 
inverfion of the Lines, in great hotlies, could not be obviated without a loi:g and tedious operauofi 
which the prcfs of the moment on aftual fervice would not admit of. U the Line, on a limJIaV 
occafion, was to be formed to either Flank, the heads of the Columns would wheel towards fuch 
Flank, advance, and place their leadinf^ Divifions in the intended direflion, and then proceed as 
before ; or each Line would form a general Open Column of its component parts, and then wheel 
up, which would be the moft expeditious mode ; but as we arc now on deployments we Ihall fup- 
pofe the former to be done* 

Fig. 36 fhews the route of Three Columns advancing to the Front at quarter diflance, with the 
view ofcxtending into Line in that direflion: a fulafcquent movement, however, of the enemy's 
renders it neceffary to form to the Right: the Cokuims wheel their heads toward?^ thai Flank» 
halt them in a line with each other and move up to Clofe older ; if the line of formation was pre* 
vioufly marked, the Columns might at once halt with their heads on it — but fuppofmg this not 
completed, the Figure fliews firrt by dots the Columns halted about 200 yards in its rear: on the 
fignal to deploy in mafs, fay on the leading Battalion of each Column, it next fhews how all the 
others diverge from them ; the leading Battalions move forward till their heads touch the line of 
formation; they then halt ; and the others advance and arrange themfelves in contiguous Batta- 
lion Columns; they then double up to Columns of Two Companicsj and are ready to form Line 
D oil 
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THIBD MANCEUVRE, 



Dirt^iQff$ Ifjf iAe Brigadier, 



Orders htt Commandant i 
of Haiiaiiotts, 



Gkhbral Exflabiatioks.' 



on any DJvilioij, or to at^vanc^ nearer the enemy, it this is f bought fafe^ with j ironroriltUe in ore 



than one fifih of their extended one; till they begin lo form Line ihe enemy cannot determine 
nor provide againft the pofition they mean to take up ; as four fifths of the whole may be thrown 
cither way, or an oblique direfkian might be eafily taken, by firft arranging one Battalioa Co* 
lumn in that dircdtion, and ihc others gradually moving and placing themfelves in it. If the 
general Columns before deploying in mafs conliftcd of Two Companies in Front, in that cafe, as 
Grand Divifions arc already formed, the Battalions would only have to diverge Six Paces beyond 
eacli other* It is not to be under flood ^ as the meaning of the above, that Armies always form 
themfelves in flraight gencml Lines, The pohtion of the ported Army will ufually follow the 
drcngth of the ground, without any confideration whether the Line fo formed is flraight or 
crooked, and thofc that aflail will fometimes attack in a general Linej and at other times different 
attacks will be made on different points combining with each other, and thofc will be formed ia 
Line or Colunm as circumAances may recjuire. fl 

(Section 188*) Oblique Deployments of feveral Battalions occafionally become requiCtc to' 
lengthen out a wingj &c. without there being time to place the Column of which they confift per* 
pendicular to the direction in which it is to extend. The Column will, in fuch a cafe, deploy as 
a fingle Battalion ; the leading Divillon is wheeled into the Line to be taken up ; and ihe leaders 
of the others turn their bodies fo as to take a direflion parallel to the given one. The whole pro- 
ceed, and the men glancing their eyes towards thtir refpcftivc leaders, and complying with their 
movements, gradually get into the fquare di region. The Divifions are halted at their relative 
didances^ and form up as ufual. Such oblique deployments, however, cannot well be accurate, and 
are never to take place, if time will any way admit of placing the Column before-hand perpendi- 
cular to the intended formation, and of making the deployment in the regular way. ^ 

From the above, it appears that a Line of an Army may firft form Battalion Columns; ad-f 
Vance in that formation; halt, and again extend into Line: or it may form Columns of one or 
more Brigades each, or a general Column ; move forward in thefc formations ; halt; and again 
extend into Line : but where only a portion of an advancing Line forms Battalion Columns to pafi 
irregular grounds* the leading Divilions of fuch Battalion Columns do not halt (Sei^ion 150}; 
they move on in unifon with the general Line* and after the obftacles are paffed, the other Divi* 
(ions, facing to the pivot Flank, make a rapid deployment ou them, during the march, h 

The above arc the modes in which lines form their component parts into Clofc Columns* anjfl 
again extend ; where a Line from a halted pofition means to advance to the front in any given 
number of Columns at Clofe or quarter diftance, the mofl llmple mode of procedure would be (o 
name the Company or Divifion to lead each ; the whole break into open Column ; the nametl 
Divifrons lead to the front, followed by the others of their rc^eitive Columns: the leading Di- 
vifions, after advancing a given diAance, halt, and the others move forward into Clofc Order or 
£0 quarter diftance. 

In deploying into Line, be the Army of what magnitude it may, the whole muft be moveable, 
eitc^pt one Grand DiviGon of one Battalion: the preceding Manoeuvres, therefore, m deploying, 
rcpicfent the whole Brigade as moveable* 

The Brigade proceeds to the Fourth Manoeuvre, • 
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FOURTH MANCEUVRE. 



By Companies to the 
LcTl wheel into Line. 




GeNERAI. £!IFLA nations. 



The Fourth Mancruvrc |j iints tmt tire n\m\c m which the Line of an 
Army wheels into Open Crjlumnt advaiae^ to a Mank, entcn Ji nevv 
Alignment with fonie of its front Divisions or Barralians^ fhen hattt Its 
hejJi ai^d movci ihe reina-nit^g Burtalioni into it ; ihui forming a geaeral 
Front ohlKjueto the one it fjiilrtcii. 

When it h ileicrminetl to enter ti new Alignment, the tieceflary people 
ire fcnt forward to m.irk it out : one places hint let t ;u the point of en- 
trance, another ut a diftaiKc from !iim of yo yard^ in the exad di reft ion 
ihe Line is to run in ; fcverai t>diers move on, and align thcmfclves with 
the above two, .11 adillanct: of ioo\ards hctwec:^ each other; the leading 
Battiilion whccU into the alignment at the point of entrance; the indi 
vichial who marked fuch point gallops forward ai^d j>laces himfclf aoo 
%ntd!i beyond the other markers^: and thus do they relieve each other 
The poll ai the point of entrance is fupplied by tJie Adjutant of the lead- 
ing Bati^iion, who tctnatni there till his Corps has paA ; he is then re- 
lieved by the Adjutant of the next Corps, and fo on, till the whole have 
enteted; they are then ready in wheel into Litic, and occupy the new 
pofition, if the intention, however, is to incamp, the ticce(!ary people 
ite fait fon^'ird before^bajiil with tbe Quarter-iMjiller Ccoeral, and in 



CoiTipnnits of the Firfl Battalion formed in the new Alignment; and behind thefe Three Com 
panics is ihcvvn, by dots, how the remainder of the Firft, and the whole of the Third, file nil 
Open Coliiiiin in their rear; it is alfo fliewn, by dots, how the Second leads in Columo to il 
Righf, .it Quick Time, and enters the new Alignment at A i from whence it advances along I 
in OrUiiury Time, till the Grenadiers or leading Divifion comes within the due diftance of th 
lail Dividon of the Third* and then halts; when the whole (land in Open Column in the nd 
Alignment. If the Line confifte*! of Twenty more Battalions they would all enter the Align 
mcnt in the fame way that the Second Brutal ton does. 

When the Brigadier fees the whole Brigade {landing in Open Columti in the new Align meal 
and flcady. 

The whole wheel into Line, and Aand as in Fig- 38* 



Ilcmarfaon ihe Fourth Manmtvre. 



flead of aligning themfclves, as above defcribcd, the neceffary Colour 
planted, diQinguifhing the different Brigades^ their component Batta- 
lions; the parks of Artillery, &c* &c. 

The Fourth Manoeuvre is ufeful to an Army in fhifting its pofition for 
a better, or in taking up an oblicjnc Line for the puipofe of attacking aa 
enemy's Flank, &:c, &c. In this la ft cafe, if the Column before entering 
the Alignment was moving parallel to, and near the enemy *s Line (Sec- 
tion 186), and that feveral Battalions (i^iy Four) were to enter the new 
direfiion before the head of the Column was to halt, which bv creating 
conilderahle delay might make it dangerous to leave the rear Battaljom 
oftheCulumn fo long parallel to, and near the enemy's Line ; the dif- 
ferent Battalions except the Two in front, fo foon as the Firft Divifioa| 
of the Column entered the Alignment, would, in fuch a cafe, alt break 
from the general Column; the Third and Fourth would move at Quick 
Time along the revcrfe Flank of the two fir ft, and form in Clofe Columa 
beyond the point of entry, till it became their turn to tollow : in the mean 
rime all the rear Battalions move rapidly towards their different ftaticmit 
marked by their Adjuiants, at whom they would wheel into the Ali/tn- 
mcnt, as before dcfcribed : but the firft modei as pointed out by the 
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Fourth Maoofuvre i tit If, h the one generally to He followed. The Chief 
ia command may^ indeed, if he fees fit, order fuch Battalions as do not 
file in fhe firft Inftance^ to lead down in Open Column to the points 
where their refpedlive front Diviilons are to Hand ', and then to hak^ 
face, and file into the new Alignment ; but entering at the points where 
their refpcflive rear Divi lions are to A and by rhc Open Column, Is 
pointed out as the mo{l accurate. If the Grenadiers lead into the Align 
rnent, tlie rear point will always he where the Light Infantry are to 
Hand ; and if the Light Infantry lead, it will always be where the Grena 
diers are to ftand. 

Fig* 39 Qiews a Column of Nine Battalions; Two are already in the 
Alignment, except the laft Companies of the Second, which, with the 
Third, file into it i the remaining Six lead in Open Columns to their 
Right Flank, and wheel into it at the points marked by their rcfpedive 
Adjutants. Seflion i8i.. 

Commanding Officers of Battalions will always lead with the Right or 
Left in front, fo as to prevent a countermarch after they have entered the 
Alignement, which is not to be admitted of* If a Line is to be taken up 
to the front upon a central Corps, in that cafe, both Flanks of that cen- 
tral Corps would be marked fSedlion i8i) ; and the Adjutants of the Bat- 
talions who were to be on the Right of that Corps would mark where 
their Grenadiers were to fland ; while the Adjutants on the Left of it, 
would mark where their Light Infantry Companies were to ftand ; of 
couife, the Battalions on the Right would enter the Alignment with their 
Light Infantry in front ; and thofe on the Left, with their Grenadiers in 
front. Fig. 40^ fhcws the Center Battalion formed, and the others 



moving round their Adjutants; a Gmilar formation might commence 
from a Flank Battalion, and indeed is the ufual way In which fuch form* 
ations are made* 

By this mode. Lines in all di regions may be formed, cither from Open 
or Clofe Columns; the Alignment is marked out by the proper people; 
and each Adjutant in taking ground for his Batt.ilion allows alfo for the 
fpaee between it, and the preceding Corps. If the Battalions approach 
the Alignment in Clofe Columns, they will extend into Open O-der on 
the march, or as they wheel into it. The Commanding Officer of each, 
when he fees the whole of his Divifions within the Alignment, will or- 
der a halt, and after dreffing his pivots on his Adjutant* is ready to wheel 
into Line, fo foon as the fucceeding Corps has Three Divifaons or more 
halted, and correctly landing in the new direction. 

This is perhaps the moft expeditious method by which an Army makes 
its changes of poUtion, and at the fame time the moll fjmple j but the Re- 
gulations fay it has the drawback that the Adjutants will not always be 
accurate in their diftances^ which in fome cafes may not eafily be reme- 
died, nor is it conOdercd fafe when an attack may be cxpeflcd during the 
Evolution, 

The deploymcntt ai defcribed by the Three FirA Manceuvres, in form- 
ing Line to the Front, and the Ecnellon movement in other in^ances, arc 
pointed out bjr the Regulations as the befl modes of taking up Lines or 
changing their directions in the face of an Enemy » becaufe the Troops 
are in a better fuuatioti to make refiftance, if attacked, while they arc 
performing the EyolutioDi 



FIFTH 




To get 3 very accurate knowledge of the EchcUon formations, which the Regulations point 
out as extremely eflTentiaf, it may be necelTary before beginning with them, to take foinc notice 
of the circle on the principles of which thefe movcnients are enurely formed. Every one knowt 
that lines drawn from the center to the circumference of a circhr, produce angles equal to 360 de- 
grees. The Rcgubtions^ as is the cafe in the Mariner's Compafs, divide the circle into 32 equal 
parts, each of wTiich contains ii| degrees j 3^ inches is the extent of the wheeling pace, if t 
Divifion conn^ing of Eight Files, each of which meafures 22 inches, or 14 feet 8 inches in the 
whole, is wheeled on one of its Flanks all round the circle, fo that it again comes back to the 
cxaft pofilron quitted, it will appear^ upon calculation, that the exterior or tlie Eighth File in 
wheeling all round the circle takes exailly 32 fleps, each meafynng 33 inches ^ for the front of 
the Diviiion is half the diameter, and j diameters are e^ual to the circumference ; htncc it evi- 
dently follows that every 33 inches which the Eif^hth File from the (landing Flank gains on the 
circumference of the circle, above defcvibed, is ecjual to il| degrees ; fo that If a Serjeant placing 
himftlt before the Eighth File from the (landing Flank, either of the Divifion above-mentioac£ 
or before the Eighth File from the (landing Flank of a whole Line, takes any given number of 
paces of 33 inches, following the circumference juft dcfciibed^ and the Divifion or Line is after- 




will form, with the one quitted, an angle of 90 degrees, or the quarter circle. After this explain- 
tion, it at once appears, why the Eighth File is tixed on for the Serjeant to meafure his diflanee 
from, and whether the Regulations mention the ^j the -j^, the quarter circle, or the angle whicllfl 
the new line makes with the old, we at once comprehend the meaning. The Figure 41 fhcwi 1^ 
circle vvhofe half diameter is equal to the front of Eight Files, or 14 feet 8 inches; the circle it 
cur into four quarterst and one quarter again divided into eight parts; each part at the circum" 
fercnccof the circle is equal to a pace of 33 inches, and forms an angle of ii^ degrees; the letter 
o denotes the paces of the Serjeant from the bafe line A B, with the angle and exa& dire<5lion each 
pace gives the wheeling body. The lines extended beyond the circumference of the circle arc 
meant to denote that it matters not what is the ftze of the Divifion or Line that is wheeled pro- 
vided the pace is taken from oppoCte the Eighth File ; for whether it is 24 men or 24^000 that 
arc wheeled, the direftion and angle remain thefame^ 
There is ilill another point to ne aoticed before a precife knowledge can be had of Ecbcilon 
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FIFTH MANCEUVEE- 



as 



Dire&ions 5y the Brigadier, 



Orders h^ Commandants 

of Battalions, 



(Sca.2io,i95,T6o,i6aJ 
The Light Infantry of 

the Second Battalion 
will wheel back four 
paces on its Left, nnd 
Line wiU be formed 
on it by the Echellon 
of CoiTip3iiie«« 



[ Abool Face. 
March. - * 



Repeated^ 



Companies, Two Paces 
on the Left Back 
wards wheel. 

Quick March^ - - 

About Face, . » - 
March. * - * - 



OSNEBAI. EkFLANATIONS. 



formations; and that is, placing the DiviHons perpendicular to their lines of march, which k 
uniformly to be done i let Two Divtfions be drawn up in line with each other, as in Fig* 42* let 
the firft be wheeled fix paces or equal to an angle of 674 ; and let the Second be wheeled on the 
fame Flank three paces or equal to an angle of 33I ; draw a line from the wheeling J^lank of the 
firft to the {landing Flank of the fecond ; and fuch line will be a perpendicular to the new pofitioa 
of the fecond; ofcourfe, was the fecond to move forward into Line with the firft, it could ad* 
Vance in a perpendicular direftion i that is^ with the bodies of the men fquare to the front ; which 
could not have happened had the Second Divifion wheeled more or lefs than three paces. This is 
what is called placing a Divifion perpendicular to its line of march ^ and in this way may the exaft 
perpendicular pofition of the Divifions be, at all times afcertained, whether taken from Line or 
Column^ See Fig. 42. 

By the Fourth Manceuvre the Brigade was left {landing in an oblique Line. See Fig. 43. 

This Line is thrown back to its original direction by the Fifth Manceavre. 



The Light Infantry^ Second Battalion, Is wheeled into the ne%v Line. 

Whatever number of paces the named Company wheels from Line into Echellon, all the others 
will wheel juft half the number. 



The whole wheel back. The Light Infantry^ Second Battalion, has wheeled four paces, and 
all the other Companies two paces* See Fig, 44. 

The whole face about, except the Light Infantry of the Second. 

The whole move to the rear In Echellon, except the Light Infantry of the Second, which, as 
before defcribed, is already in the alignment. As each Company or Divilion of the Second Bat- 
talion approaches within a few p^ccs of the line to be formed, its Officer fays — Left Shoulden 
Forward ; the man next him by throwing forward his left ihouldcr and the others by drcffing up 
to him, bring the DiviGon in a line with the new formation. The Officer then fays — Halt, 
Front, Drefs; in this manner the difflrent Compi^nies form between their Light Infantry and the 
Colour on their Right, When the Light Infantry of the Third Battalion reaches the point in 
the Line where it is to form, the Adjutant of the Battalion, wlio marks fuch point, halts, fronts^ 
and wheels it back two paces on the Left, (unlefs the Commanding Officer chufes to do it himfelfj 
which brings it in the fame direftfon with the Light Infantry of the Second ; the different Com- 
panies 



DireSioiuh^ ike Brigadkr^ 



Or dm bp Commandant i 
of HdtiaiioBs* 



Geneeal Explanatioh's. 



panics of the Thirds form on ihe Right of their Light Infantry* in the fame way as the Coinpa* 
ntesofrhe Second did upon the Light Infantry of that Corps, When the Light Infantry uf the 
Fir ft reaches its point of formation, it is haltctl, fronied, and wheeled back two paces on its Left, 
as before defer ibed ; this mull be done as quick as poffible, fo as not to impede the other divlhom 
of the Corps who move up and form between it and the Colour thrown out on the Right of the 
Brigade, ns detailed for the Second and Third Bntralions, 

The Brigade i& again in Line in the fame dire^ftion with that it ftift occtipied* Fig. 45. 



Jienmrks on ihe Fifth Mintmivre. 



By the above modes not only i^ d Brigade thrown back upon a Flank, 
hut a Line of any dimenfions. This Mano^uvie fliews how an Army 
Handing in Line would throw back fuch Line or any part of it on a given 
Diviimn, by the oblique EchcUon : in the fame cxa<ft way would an 
Armv, llauding in an oblique Ethcllon of Brigades or larger Dividons, 
throw ihcfe back into a general Line. The Divifions of the Echellon 
might he of any flrcn^tli where lirge bodies are to be moved from Com- 
panies to feveral Battalions; but in all ohiiquc movcmemb the Echelbn 
of Comp.inies. or ai moft of Grand Divifions, will be found to anfweT 
beft: upon ihis head moic will be noticed under Manceuvres Niuth, 
'j'cnth* and I'hirtecuih. • 

1 he Fihh Muncruvrc may he rx:empli6ed in the following way: — 
Suppufc tlie Line of an Army extending in any given dircSiou— an 
Enemy thre^ient iti Right Flank, which h in rilk ot being turned, and 
theieforc there n m\ iuclifpciifjble neccfiity of throwitig !t back to a bet^ 
ter po)^tioi>. The Commander forefccs the Troops wdl probably be at- 
tacked iluring the Evolutiout on wliich account he determines to make 
the ch:sri|e by ihe Ecliclbn march in preference to the Open Column* 
The Divifjon on whkh the formation is 10 take place, is formed in the 
new Line, and all tlic orbers to be thrown back, wheel into Echellon, 
face to the right about» and proceed as dcftribed in the Maoasuvrc. If 
tttiacked by the Enemy*i5 cavalry or advanced troops before gaining the 
intended pohtion, fuch Corps front, and wheel forward on their pivot 



Flanks into Line. Any Line which cao lie pained to repel an attack in 
the middle of an evolution is defirahle indeeJ; and in the facility with 
which this may he done from Eibellon, conlllls the great merit of tha 
movement- If tbe enemy is repulfed, the Div iilons again wheel iru- 
Echellon, face to the right about, and complete rhc formation. 

In this inJlance the whole Lines are thrown back, but it wiil frequently 
accur til at only a port ion is moved to the rear, however an angle will, 
when this hjppens, be formed faUent towards the Encmv, great care 
therefore rtiould be taken to felec^ fvich part of the fir ft Line for the 
wheeling point or nngle, where the ground in front is ilrong, and if pof* 
(ihie, nftbids cover, otherwife the Enemy wllf next move upon the anglci 
and if unprotc6led, will bring fuch a fire to bear upon it as will make it 
very difficult for tlie Troops to Ibmd their ground. 

In the above evolution the Second Line could not gain its new pofnion 
by the fame mode pointed out tor the Fir ft Lij>c; relative points would 
therefore he taken as a bafe of formation for the new Second Line, and 
prolonged: that Line would break into Open Ciilumni Left in front « 
and fo foon as the head or leading Divifion entered the new pofition, all 
the Corps, except fuch as found ir ibcir neareft route to follow fuch bead 
or leading Divifion, would break from the general Column^ aiid enter at 
the points marked by their Adjutants, See Fig. 46, 

Tbe Brigade is in Line, as above-mentioned, and proceeds to the Siitb 
Manceuvrc. 1 
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SIXTH MANOEUVRE. 



DireBionibythe Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Gbnbial Explanations. 



This Manoeuvre can only be performed in one way, without inverting the order of the Batta- 
lions* 



Wheel into Columui 
Right in front. - 



(SeAion icx).) 
Countermarch by Files 
from the Right of 
Companies. - - 



March. - - - 
Halt. . . . - 

(Scaion 187.) 
Clofe to the Front. 
Quick March. - 



Repeated. 

By Companies, on the 

Lefty backwards 

wheel. 
Quick March. - - 



Repeated. 

Right Face. 

Tathe Right, counter 

march. 
Quick, March. - - 



March. - 
Halt. . - 



The whole wheel back on the Left, and (land in open Column of Companies, Right or Gre- 
nadiers in front. Fig. 47. 



Clofe to the Front. 
Quick March. - 



The whole Companies face to the Right and Countermarch, fo that the Brigade is now in 
open Column of Companies, with its Left or Light Infantry in front, inftead of the Grenadiers or 
Right in frqnt. Fig. 48. 

The whole Column moves on as far as the Brigadier thinks proper. 

The whole Halt. 

The Light Infantry of the Second Battalion (lands fad ; and all the other Companies of the 
Brigade move up into Clofe Order behind it. The Brigade is now formed fn a Clofe Column 
with the Left or Light Infantry in fronts three paces being allowed between each Battalion Co- 
lumn. Fig. 49. 

The following part of the Sixth Manoeuvre is the Solid Square : the Regulations no where 
mention that it is ever formed by a larger body than a (ingle Battalion : the Compiler of this 
work does not, therefore, think himfdf authorifed to detail how it might be performed by a Bri- 
gade or larger body. 

E The 
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SIXTH HANCEUVRE. 



Dire&ions by the Brigadier. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Genbrai. Explanations* 



(Se6tion 153 
Open from the 
March. - - 



Rear. 



(Seflion 99, 
Right Wing 
Front. - - 



lOI.) 

to the 



Open from the Rear. 
March. - - - - 



Right Wing to 
Front. . - - 



the 



Halt. 



Halt. 



The Brigade is in Clofe Column, and proceeds to the next part of the Sixth Manoeuvre ; which 
isy to extend into Open Order from the Rear. 

The whole move on at Ordinary Time, except the Grenadiers of the Firft Battalion ; the Cap- 
tain of which, fo foon as he fees the Company before him has got to its proper diftance at Open 
Order, fays, *• Firft Company — Halt:" The Captain of the rirft Company, when he fees the 
Second Company has gained its proper diftance» lays, ** Second Company— Halt : each Captain, 
in like manner, halts the Company before him, till the whole Divifions of the Firft are in Opea 
Column. The Commandant of the Third halts his Grenadiers at their due diftance, and the Cap- 
tains of that Corps proceed in halting the Companies of it, as pointed out for thofe of the Firft. 
In like mannei do thofe of the Second proceed, after its Grenadiers are halted by its Commandant: 
thus the whole Brigade extends into Open Column, and ftands as in Fig. 50. 

The Light Infantry Ccumpany which leads the Column in opening out has fomc objefl to 
march on (o as to keep in a dired line. The Brigade is ftanding in Opea Column, with its Left 
or Light Infantry in front. The next part of the Sixth Manoeuvre is to throw its Right or Gre- 
nadiers in frbnt. 



Bj the Commandant of the Firft Battalion. 

This order not to be repeated by the other Commandants till their refpe£tive Corps are ready to 
move. The Captain of Grenadiers, Firft Battalion, fays << Grenadiers— Left Face, Quick 
March.'* They face and move to the Left till dear of the Column, when their Captain favs, 
" Halt, Front, March." The Company halts, fronts, and moves on towards the head of the Co- 
lumn : when nearly in a line with the Firft Company its Captain fays, ** Company*-Qaick 
March,'* he having previonfly faced it to the Left. ' The Firft Company moves in the Rear of 
the Grenadiers, when it halts, fronts, and proceeds at its proper diftanee nehind the Grenadiers. 
When the Firft Company comes nearly in a line with the Second Company, but rather pad it, 
this Company moves in rear of the Firu, in the manner before defcribed, fronts, and advances io 
rear of the other two. All the other Companies of the Brigade do the fame as it comes to their 
turn, till the whole are moving in one Coltimii, with the Right or Grenadiers in front. 

Fig. 51 (hews the Brigade bringing the Ri^t Wing to the front: the whole of the Firft Bat- 
talion is rej)refented as moving towar£ the head of the Column, as are the Grenadiers of the Third; 
and the Firft Gomptny of the Third is movhig to the Left to come in their rear. The whole 
Column having countermarched moves on, till or4ered to halt. 

When die Brigadier thinks the Column haf advanced enough 

The whole halt and ftand in Open Colymn, Ri^ht in front. 

When 
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StXTH MAirtECVRE. 



4f 



DirtBitmiif^thi Brrgaditr, 



Wheel imo Line, 



Orders h/ Cmnmandmts 
of Batlaliom. 



To the Left whed into 

Line. 
Quick March. - - 



G£»BBAL E^PLAMATtOES, 



When ihe Brigadier fees the Pivots correftcd, and all fteady 

The whole wheel into Line on the Left, and ft and in the fame direftion the Line had at the 
beginning of the Mancsuvres, but fronted towards what was theD the Rear. Fig. $2. 



Remarks on ike SLvth Manmuvre, 



Here ends the Sixth Manoeuvre, in which has been pointed out how a 
Brigade or Line of an Army wheels into Open Column^ Right in Iroin, 
and by a countermarch ofCompnies brings the Left of the Column in 
front J how an Open Column of any dimcniions clofes up into Clofe Co- 
lumn ; extends into Open Order; changes its head by bringing what was 
before the Rear, to the Front; and by wheeling upon the Left into Line* 
fronts towards the oppohtc direftion which the Line had at the begin- 
aiijgof iht' Evolution. 

The Sixth Manoeuvre elucidates fevcral circumdances very eflential in 
the Formations and Tadics of Armies: — Firft, it fticws how Columns 
of an Army, finding a neceffiiy of forming Line in the opposite diredlion 
to which ihey are marching, change their Front by the countermarch of 
Companies* Secondly, it fhews how Columns of march take Clofe Or- 
der, preparatory to a deployment into Line. Thirdly, it points out how 
one or more Clofe Columns of an Army extend from the Rear into Open 
Order, for the puri>ofe of continuing the march or making front to a 
Flank i and if to iorm Line to a Flank, fuch cxtenfjon may take place 
both ways at once, by facing outwards from whichever central Divifton 
it is forefcen will beft cover the ground the Line is meant to run over; 
fuch central Company ftands fad; Uie Divifion immediately in rear of it 
"will be halted by the Commanding Officer of its B.^tlalion ; all the others 
arc halted, as ihcwn by the Manoeuvre, The laft pan of this Manoeuvre, 
ihe wing how Open Columns of an Army countermarch from rear to the 
front, is alfo very effennaL 

It is a conHani rule on fervice, in the vicinity of an enemy, that wheu 
an Army moves in Columns of march to a Flank, the Battalions compo* 



ling the Column or Columns/lcad with the Right in front, if the Enemy 
is expefted on the Left ; and with the Left in front, if he is expedted on 
the Right; — thus keeping that Flank towards the Enemy which, when 
wheeled to, places their Divifions in their natural order of battle. Sup* 
pofe an Army moving to a Flank in Two Columns conliftingof the Firfl 
and Second Lines, with the Left in front, expecting the Enemy on the 
Right ; intelligence however is received that he has made a movement 
by which he has croffed the intended route, and may now be looked for 
on the Left: was the Army to proceed in its prefent order^ and after- 
wards to form to the Left to oppofe him, the Second Line would be in 
front inflead of the rear; and the Army with all its Divifioni would be 
inverted* The Columns therefore halt ; and countermarch, by bringing 
the rear to the front ; they then face inwards, and file through each other 
to their new pofitions (Section 192): or the Column of the Second Line 
is reinforced by a part of the Firft ; and the whole again move forwardi 
ready to wheel to the Left into Line in their natural order of battle. Id 
Armies of great magnitude fuch a countermarch might produce too much 
delay; in which cafe, the individual Battalions or Brigades would be or* 
dered to make it feparately within themfelves (fee Fig. 53) ; fo that when 
the Army came to wheel to the Left into Line, the Battalions or Bri- 
gades, within themfelves, would be in their natural order, though ih© 
Lincj at large, would be inverted: fuch inveriion mull frequently occur 
in great bodies, where the delay or riflt of rcflifying it more than coun- 
tcrbabnces the importance of the objcdl* 

Thefe laft remarks would apply to an Army of any file, if an Enemy 

uncxpe£tcdly made his appearance on the reverfcFUnki for time, cir- 

Ea cymllances 
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cumftances of ground, or the riik of being attacked during the Evolution, 
would, in all probability, prevent a general countermarch from front to 
rear: — indeed, was his attack very fudden, there would be no alternative 
but to wheel upon the rcverfe Flank into Line, and oppofc with the rear 
ranks in front. However, as the formations of one Army ufually keep 
pace with thofe of the other, it is rcafonable to fuppofe, that the danger 
would be fccn at a fufficient diftance for the different Batulions or Bri- 
gades to countermarch fcparately ; by which the mod material point 
would be gained. 

If an Army (SeSion 194) was moving to a Flank in Columns of 
Lines, that is, in One Column confiding of its Firft Line, and One Co- 
lumn confiding of its Second Line, leading with the Left, and expelling 
the Enemy on the Right; but indead of finding him there, he makes his 



appearance at the head of the Columns ; fo that it becomes neceflary to 
form Line to the then front : in that cafe, to fave time, the new Lines 
would be formed each of parts of the old ones. They might be taken up 
by the Echellon or Open Column ; or the Two Columns would clofe to 
the front ; a certain number of the front Brigades of each would be di- 
re£led to deploy as a fird line ; and the refidue of each Column would 
extend themfelves behind as a fecond line. 

In the various evolutions exemplified by the fixth Manoeuvre, the fe- 
cond Line of an Army would follow, in all its movements, the fame 
exafl procedure obferved by the fird Line. If both Lines moved in one 
Column, when the fird formed for battle, the fecond would of courfe 
move (o its pofition in the rear. 

The Brigade is in Line, facing towards the former rear. Fig- 54. 
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fScflion 99.) 
The Line will counter- 
march by Companies 
on its CeQier. - - 




Marchp 



Orders by Common danis 
^' Buiialions^ 



Repeated- - 
About Face. 



Companies — Inwards 

wheel, - - - 
Qiiick March* - * 



March, . 



GEtlERAL £^rLA^ATIONS. 



Thi? Manoeuvre, like the preceding, can only be performed in one way» without inverting the 
order of the Battalions; atid though a fmgle Battalion may couutcrmarcb by Files, larger bodies 
do it by Divitions. Section 99. 



The Right Center Company, Third Battalion, countermarches with the Colours. 

Bv the C^ommandant of the Third Battalion to his Right Wing, and by the Commandant of 
the r irft Battalion to his whole Corps^ ofcourre the Right Wing of the Third, and the whole of 
the FirA, face about. 

By the Commandants of the Three Battalions* 

The whole wheel into Column, facing towards the named Company. 

The Brigade will now iland as in Fig. 55. with the Fourth Company of the Third Battalion 
fronted towards what wai the rear at the beginning of the evolution, and all the other Compa- 
nies of the Brigade wheeled into Column » m wards, and facing towards it. 

They pafs in front and rear of the Fourtli-Company, Third Battalion, nnd wheel into Line 
fuccrfEvcly on its Right and Left, by command of their refpe£tive Captains, The Company on 
which the countermarch takes place is always previoufly named, and placed with its front to what 
was the rear. 

The Colours of the Third Battalion countermarch with the Fourth Company, and (land as a 
central point to form on. The Line is prolonged by the fucccfTivc wheels of the dirfcrent Com- 
panies in the fame diredion it before run ; only, that what was before the rear» now becomes the 
front ; what was before the fpot occupied by the Firft Battalion, is now the one occupied by the 
Second ; and the whole Brigade ftands fronted in the dire£lion it had at the beginning of the Ma- 
noeuvres, Fig. 56. Was the Brigade to countermarch, each Battalion within iifelf on its owti 
center, they might do it by Files, agreeable to the principles laid down in the Sixrh Manoeuvre 
for the Gngle Battalion. The Brigade would, by this means, at large be inverted, though the Di- 
viGons of the different Corps would within thcmfelves ftand in their natural order. If to obviate 
this inverfion, the whole Brigade, :is above pointed out, makes a countermarch upon one point as a 
general center, it would do fo by Companies or Subdivifionst for though a fmgle Battalion niay 
do it by Files, larger bodies do it in Column, The Tadics of the Line cannot be reduced to thofe 

of 
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Dirt^ionsh^ tkt Btigadier, 



Orders hif Commandants 
of Butialhm* 



GE3fERAL EXFLANATIOKS. 



fit the Battalion in every inftance; and thefe paint out In Seflion 99 that larger bodies than the 
lingle fianaljon arc to countermarch by Columns of Companies or Subdivifionti and not V 
Files. 



Remarks on ike Seventh Manoeuvre, 



By the Seventh Manoeuvre, which is now EniHied, has been (hewn 
the modem which a Brigade or Line of any dimenrLons counterinarches 
on iticcnter* and thereby fronts in the oppofitc dircAion to what it did 
before. This Evolutioni as well as the preceding one the Siscth, can 
only be performed by a Brigiide or larger body in one way, without in* 
Tening the L»nc; for was each Corps to countermarch individually 
within ittclf, the Battalions on forniing Line would have their proper 
rank in front ; but the Line at iarge^ as fa id beforCi would be inverted ; 
that ]$t the Right or Firfl Battalion would be on the Left of the Line ; 
and the Left or Second on the Right of the Line. It is not to be in- 
ferred, that in a£tual fervice the Line never is inverted; this often hap* 
pern, though the individual Battalions or Brigades by a countermarch 
fland within tiicmfclvcs in their natural order; and circumftances may 
occur, as before obferved, whcic not only the Line, bur the individual 
Corps will he fo; however, generally fpcaking, it h contrary to the prin^ 
cipleii of Ta&ic* 

The ufes to which an Army applies the Seventh Manoeuvre are as fol 
lows: Suppofe a Line, fronting in a given dire^Stion^ is required to front 
towards it^ then rear ; if there was no apprcbenlloa of an attack during 




the Evolution^ the whole would countermarch^ as pointed out by thli 
Manceuvrc. If a Line was fuddcnly attacked in the rear* it would, 
through necelfity^ face to the right about, and defend itfelf, though the 
rear rank would thus be in front. But if the danger was fecn at fome 
dinance.as is the likely conclufioD, the individual Battalions or Brigades 
would countermarch feparatclv; by which they would ftand in regular 
order within thcmfelves, though the Line at large would be inverted (tec 
f^^g- 57*) ^ general countermarch of a conSderable Line* fo at to 
throw its Right where its Left was, and its Left where its Right was» 
could fcarcely be ventured on in the face of an Enemy: but whether 
done generally by the whole Line at once, or feparately by its component 
parts, the Seventh Manoeuvre points out the mode of performance- 

In this Manoeuvre, as in the preceding, the Second Line would coun- 
termarch in the fame way prcfcribed for the Firft ; after which, the Lines 
would pafs through each other to their relative pofitions (fee paflage of 
Lines) ; or the Second Line, which is ufually the wcakcft, would be re- 
inforced by a part of the Firft, 

The Brtpde, having finiflied the Seventh Manoeuvre, is flandingu 
Line with its original front. 
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{%tB\on 183 ) 
Form Open Column in 
Rcarof thcLiglu In- 
faniry of the Second 
£atralion. * - 




Quick, March* 



Repeater!, 

Companies — On your 
Righr, backwards 

Quick March, - • 



To the Left Face. - 



Quick March. - • 



GtNlBAtp ElPtANATlON?. 
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advancing io that form. Thirdly, by forming one general Column in rear of the Light Infantry 
of the Left Battalion, and advancing in that order; the lafl is the one mofl likely to be ufefiaL 
Suppofing the firft to he done, the common Battalion praflice would be followed by each Corps. 
I Tone general Open Column is to be taken up or larger ones than the fingle Battalion, they are 
formed as hereafter detailed. 



The Commandant of the Second Battalion cautions his Light Infantry that they are to fland 
faft : all the reft of the Brigade wheels back by Companies on their Right into Open Column ; 
which brings their front towards the Light Infantry of the Second, 

By the Commandant of the Second Battalion. 

All the Companies of the Second, but the Light Infantry, face to the Left; and the cov^ering 
Serjeants move out and mark their diflances for their rcfpefltve Companies, 

The Brigadier allows a paufc for the Serjeants to take their diibnces, and then orders 

The whole Companies of the Second, except the Light Infantry, file into the new alignment ; 
while the Second Is performing its part of the Evolution, the other Corps are performing theirs* 
The Commandants of the Third and Firft Battalions, fo foon as their refpeaiire Corps are wheeled 
into Open Column, dlfengage the heads of their Battalion Columns from the general one, and on 
the command ** Quick March," lead them in Quick Time towards their rear points of entry in 
the nevir Column, where they wheel into the new pofition. But M the Brigadier has before di- 
reflcd that they fliall form in it, at their head points of entry, their Adjutants will mark fuch head 
points » and each Commandant in that cafe leads his Column with its pivot Flank direSed on his 
Adjutant, When arrived within a few ptces of him, the Commandaoi fays— 

Column*^ 
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I^reBions % the Brigadier * 



Orders h^ Commandants 
of Baitalims. 



General Exflanations, 



M 



Column — Hair, 
Led Face, - 



Qi^iick Marclu - - 



March* - • - 

Form Subdivifioas. 
Form Companies. 
Hall. - - - - 



March* - - - 

Form SubdivICons. 
Form Companies. 
Hall. ^ . . . 



The covering Serjeants move our with all expedition, and take the neeeflary dinances for thefffl 
rcfpeiSive Companies in the new altgnmcnt. The Light Infantry Serjeant places himfelf at a 
diflance from the Adjutant equal to the front of his Company» and in a Line with the AdjuiaQt 
:ind the pivots of the preceding Corps ; the other Serjeants alfo place themfelves in the line of pi- 
vots, at their due di{lances. The Commandant of the Battalion dircAs — 

The different Companies move in file to their pofuions in the alignment* as before defcribed; , 
and are hahed, fronted, and drelTed by their different Captains. By the rear Battalions cDtcring 
the alignment at their head points, this Evolution will be done more upon the principles of the 
Manoeuvre than by entering at their rear points. But though the Regiilations admit of bmh, yet 
entering at the rear points is confidered by them as the bed general pradlice on all occaCons : and 
the one to be followed, unlefs ordered to the contrary by the Officer in Chief. If therefore tbe 
rear Battalions enter at their rear points, their Adjutants v^^iH mark fuch rear points ; and theii 
ConimandantSi as before, will lead them in QuickTime upon their Adjutants, who £land ai 
points at which each Corps wheels its refpeftive Divilions into the new alignment ; and vvbicli 
Divifrons afterwards prolong their march in ilj keeping their pivots in a line with thofc of tJie pre- 
ceding Battalion, till each reaches its pofition, when the whole are halted, unlefs the general Co- 
lumn is before put in motion. 

As a fingle Battalion filing into a new alignment by the Eighth Manffiuvre is not put in motiofl 
till Three Companies bcfidc the front one are formed^ fo the Brigade performing the fame Mi* 
nceuvre will require that the whole of the leading Battalion, and fome part of the nejci Corps, hi 
formed tn the new Column hefore it is ordered to advance j and, indeed, as great bodies move tlovf, 
it may lie prudent to wait either till the Third and Firft have nearly fileil their whole Diviiiogi^ 
into it t or if they have entered by wheeling at their rear points have nearly reached their indr 
dual ftations before the Brigadier gives the order to advance. As before oblcrved, entering at d 
rear points is the plan always to bcfpurfucd, unlefs ordered to the contrary. 

The Fig. 58 (hews the Left Battalion filing into the ntw pohtion; and the route of the of 
two leading to their rear points. The fame mode would be followed if the line conCftedof 
number of Battalions. 

When the Brigadier fees the Three Battalions have nearly occupied their different politioos 
the new alignment, 

The whole of the general Column already formed moves on, and the refidue gain ihcir ftitioftj 
and follow at Ordinary Time, 

When the Brigadier fees the whole in their pofitions, and marching Heady^ 

The whole form Column of Subdivifions. 

When the Brigadier fees the whole in Column of Subdivifions, and moving fleady, 

The whole form Column of CompanieSj as hefore dcfcribed. 

When the whole arc moving in Column of Companies^ 

The whole halt. 
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Wheel into Lincp 



Orders % Commandants 
of BaitaHons, 



To the Right wheel 

into Line. 
Quick March* - * 
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The whole wheel into Line, and the Brigade flands In a perpendicular tlircflion to the Left 
Flank of the original pofition. See Fig. 59* 



Remarks on the Eighth Manmivrc. 



The Eighth Manceuvre points out the manner in which the Line of 
an Army changes its front by the Open Column, when circumftanccs 
render foch a change neccffary, Suppofe a Line running in a given di 
redion, and fo ftrongly pofled, that an Enemy does not venture an at- 
tack in front; but that he m;iy force it from this ftrong fituatlon, he 
makes a movement, and takes up a pofitinn intcrfe<5lfng the prolongation 
of the Line to the Right ; fee Fig* 60, The General no longer confide rs 
the Army fafe with its Right Flank fo thrown up; and therefore deter- 
mines to change his from by the Open Column i and that his new Line 
fliall run to the reari and pefpcndicular to his prefent Left. The left- 
hand Divilion of the Line (lands fa ft j and all the reft of the Line pro* 
ceed to form an Open Column in its rear, as pointed out by the Manoeu- 
vre, Before* however, tae whole have done fo, either becaufe there is 
not fufficient room for the rear Battalionsj or to take up what is after- 
\vzrA% confidcred a ftronger pofition, or for other caufcs, the Column is 
put in motion. The Adjutants of fuch Corps as have not yet entered 
the alignment, move on, prcferving their relative diftances, and unlefs 
particularly ordered ihn the front points fhould be marked, their rcfpec- 
tive Baitalions wheel at them into the rear of the new Column* when, 
contrary to what would be the cafe if the front was halted, they move on 
at Quick Time till the leading Dlvifion of each gains its due diflance: 
ihc Battalion to which it belongs then takes up the Ordinary ftep. 

The Column in advancing, finding it neceflD^ry, concrafls its front to 
SubdiviljonSf and again extends it to Companies ; thus exemplifying how 
Columns in paffing irregular ground or narrow defiles perform this very 
ufeful operation. The Column next halts and wheels into Line ; if a 
central Divifion now occupies the fpot where the Left before ftgod, the 



new Line w*tU interfeft the Left of the old one at right angles: but if the 
Column has proceeded till its Rear Divifion has paflcd the above fpor, 
the new Line will of courfe ftand perpendicular, and to the front of the 
former Left, If a Line changes its direflion on a Right Flank Divifion, 
the fame procefs takes place ; the Line breaks into Open Column towards 
the Rights and proceeds as has ^ecn defer ibed, when it changes on a Left 
Divifion. If the change is to be made on a central Divilion (Seft, 184), 
fuch central Divifion is placed wifh its front perpendicular to the new 
alignment (Fig. 61): the Line then breaks Into Open Column inwards; 
that is to fay* all the Corps to Right of the central Divifion wheel back 
by Companies upon their Right; and all thofe to the Left, wheel back 
on their LeH, and both front towards it ^ ibe different Divifjons of its 
own Battalion to its Right and Left, logt^iher with the next Battalion on 
the Rights and next Battalion on the Left, face, file, and place their pi» 
vols on the alignment, to front and rear of it; all the other Battalions 
break from the general Column, and lead towards their rear points of 
entry, prcviouily marked by their Adjutants, at, or near whom ihcy 
wheel, fo as alfo to place their pivots on the alignment^ and to move 
along it till each gains its proper pofition, and is halted previous to 
wheeling into Line, If the Right of the old Line is to be thrown for- 
ward, and the Left backwards, tlie Dtvifions and Battalions before to 
Right of the central Divifion will form in its front; and thofe before to 
its Left, will form in its rear i on the contrary, if the Left of the old Line 
is to be thrown forward, and the Right backward, by the change^ the re- 
vcrfe will take place. The Divifion formed immediately in front of the 
central Company or Divifion leaves a fpace equal to the front of both be- 
tween them J for as ihey face each other, and arc to wheel into the fame 
F Line, 
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LinCi it is evident they mufl ivheel into it on oppofite Fbnks ; and as 
both wheels are to be made in the fpacc or di fiance between thcini that 
fpace moft be equal to both their fronts. Lines touching or cutting the 
former poii lion oblicjuclv are alfo taken up in the fame way by the Open 
Column ; the named Divifion is wheeled tfU its front flands perpeDdicuJar 
lo the intended Line ; all the others proceed as above defcribed. 

So much lias been faid of the chanses performed by the Open Column, 
becaufe ihcy are ihe ufual modes adopted by Lines of Armies in altering 
their pofitions, when a fudden attack from an Enemy is not apprehended 
i]pon the Troops while in detached Columns performing the evolution: 
if fuch attack is to be looked for, the Regulations point out the cchcHon 
inarch as the fafeft mode of changing the dirciflion of a Line* 

If a change is made on a moving ccnir;il Divifion (Se£lion 185), fuch 
cetitral Divifion will of courfcbc the one where the new Line intcrfedls 
the old one; or if prolonged, would intcrlVdit: the named Divifion is 
placed with its pivtjt Fbnk on the new diredlion, and its front perpendi- 
cular to it (Fig* 62) J all the reft of the Line break inwards into Open 
Column, and face towards tt. The named Divifion next moves forward 
along the new dirediont followed by the other Divifions of its Battalion 
tti a double Column j one of whicli Columns, covers and proceeds im- 
mediately in the rear of the named divifion ; and the other keeps three or 
four paces on the Flank. The Column that follows immediately in 
rear of the named Divifion will always confifl of thofe Companies or 
Divifions which, when the named one halts, can at the fame inllant halt 
in their natural order, ready 10 wheel up upon the fame pivot with it into 
Line ;— ihereforc if the named Divifion is to wheel to the Riglit into 
Line, it will be immediately followed and covered by thofe Divifions 
which are naturally 10 iti Right in the Battalion: if, on the contrary, it 
is to wheel to the Left into Line, it will be followed and covered by thofe 
Divifions nattttally 10 its Left in ihe Battalion* When the namea Divi- 
fion reaches its new pofition, it hahs, as do all thofe immediately in its 
rear; thofe upon the Flank move on till part the named one, and file 
fucccfHvcly into the alignment with iheir faces towards the named Divi- 
fion I on whicli accounlt the one immediately in its front leaves a double 
wheeling dirtancc; all the other Batulions of the Liiie, except fuch as 
find It thf ir nearcfi route to follow in ihc rear of the Column Jed by the 
named Divifion, break into detached Columns^ and take the fiiorteft di- 
rections towards iheir rcfpe*5live rear points marked by their Adjutants, 
where they wheel their pivots into ihe alignment, move forward, and 
take up their pofinons. 



If the named Divifion is a Flank one, of any Corps, the reft of the 
Battalion will all follow in its rear and covering it: the adjoining Batta- 
lion moves on the Flank three or four pates diiVant, till the named Divi* 
fion, and thofe in its rear, halt; the Banalion moving on the Flank rhco 
pafles them, and files its Divifions fncccffivcly into their pofitions as above* 
If the named Divifion in making fuch changes has to proceed to the rear 
infiead of the front, it will firft countermarch, and the whole proceed ai 
before. 

The above Evolution is frequently ufeful to the Second Line incom-^ 
plying with the movements made by the Firft. 

If a Firft Line (Fig. 63) leads to the front in Columns of Brigades, or 
larger Divifions, wheels ibcir heads into a new pofition* and takes up a 
Line fimilar in dircdion to the one quitted, the Second Line would fol- 
low in fimilar Divifions, and gain its new pofition in the fame way the 
Firft did: but where the whole of a Firft Line forms Open Column in 
rear of a Flank Divifion, with the view of changing the direct 1013 of its 
frontj as exemplified by the Eighth Manoeuvre, in that cafe the Second 
Line, the moment the order was given for the movement of the Firft, 
would break into Open Column towards the Flank the change was 10 be 
made on ; would lead acrofs the new intended direction of the Firft Line j 
and would wheel its head into the new intended dfredlion of the Second 
Line, at the point where the prolongation of the old Second Lioe inter- 
fered the new, followed by fuch Battalions as found it their natuta] 
route t but all the others breaking from the general Columa \>votiId eatcf 
at Ihe points marked by their Adjutants* See Fig. 64* 

If the prolongation of the old Second Line did not interfeS the new, 
or only touched it, which mull often happen when of fmall dinacnfions, 
and thrown behind the farther Flank of the Firft Line, in that cafe, it 
would break into Column as before, and each Battalion would diverge 
from the general Column towards its new pofition cither innnnediacely or 
fo foon as its neareft route pointed out to he eligible, and would emef it ^ 
its Adjutant, as before defcribed, ■ 

The different modes of changing the pofitions of Lines by the Opea i 
Column have now been Oiewn ; and it may not be improper alfo in thiii 
place to mention how Columns at open, half or quarter diftance^ change 
places. They face towards each other and move forward by their Flanks, 
till they nearly approach: one hallS| and the^ other files through ^ wbcfl 
they both again proceed to their pofitions, (Scit. 192.J 
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NINTH MANOEUVRE. 



IHreSionsbt/ the BrigadUr. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Wheel ioto Columo, 
Lcfc in front. 



(Se£tion 195.) 
The Seventh Company 
of the Third Battalion 
will wheel back four 
paces on the Left, and 
Line wit) be formed 
on it by the Echellon 
of Companies. • 



Repeated. 

Companies on the Right 

backwards wheel. 
Quick March. - - 



Repeated. 



Companic9,-^Six Pace» 
Oft yosr Left, back^ 
wards wbecL 

Quick Marcb« « - 



Gbkbral Explanations. 



By the Eig^hth Manoeuvre the Brigade was Left in one Line perpendicular to the original po- 
fition : what is to be tmderilood by the ** original pofition," is that direction the Line occupied at 
the commencement of the Firft Manoeuvre. The Ninth Manoeuvre by throwing back the Left* 
and bringing forward the Right of the Line, forms one whofe direction is oblique to the original 
pofition ; thus pointing out how the Line of an Army might make a fimilar change. 

The Brigade is (landing, as before-mentioned, perpendicular to the original poficion. See 
Frg. 65. 



The whole wheel back into Open Column, Left in front. 



In wheeling from Colanin into Echellon, if the named Diviflon wheels back one pace, the 
others wUl wheel aboyt four paces and a half; if two paces, thej will wheel five ; if three pacei^ 
thev will wheel fi?e md a half; if four, they will wheel iix; if five, they will wheel fix and a 
halt; iffiXf they wiU wheel feven; iffeven, they will wheel feven and a half ; which ma]^ be 
pretty eafilv remembered, and places the Divifions fufficientljr near their perpendicular pofitiont 
for ail pradical J^urpofea; indeed, as near as can be determined without pofitive mathematical 
meafttrement. 



The whole whed teok« The Comnandant of the Third Battalion cautions his Serench Coak 
pany beforehand d)ac k if to wheel only four paces ; or to ftand faft, if it has been previoiffly 
;Wheeled isco the acw difedtion. See F»g. 66. 

F a About 



StJtrU MAWiEVVRn. 



1 



JXttaim§fy ik( BHgsdkr. 



Order* Irt C Wm 



Mtrch, ^ • * , Mjrch* 



Aboyt face. 



Glkkmajl ExFLASA-rioRi. 



By the ComrnaiKiafit of the Third Bartafion to hrs EighTh, and Light Inf^intry Companies; 
3fi4 hy the Comiiisitdaot of the Second Battalion to his whole Corps; of courfe the £ighth, lod 
Light InfitUry Compaoict of the Third Battdiorit and the whole of the Second, face about. 

The whole, except the Seventh Company of the Third Battalion, move off at Ordinary Timci 
the AdjutaniA of t!ie Firft and Second Battalions mark the fpoi where the leading Divifionsof 
their refpcftivc Baitaltoni are to ftand* When the leading Flank of fuch leading Divifions to^ch 
the new Line, thefc Divifions are halted, and wheeled forward two paces, which brings them 
r(|u.irc vvith I he new forma tTon. Whatever may he the dtmenfions of ati Echellon, the number 
ijt'j>it:ti iLj be wheeled arc taken heforc or behmd the Eighth File from the ftandmg Flank. The 
Fhtik Companies being thui accuj-atety formed in the new Line* the other Companies of the 
Three Battalions, as they approach their politions, receive from their Captains *' — Shoulden 
Forward i*' which brings ihem fquare with the new alignment; all the Companies which flood 
before ihe named one iti the Open Column are halted, fronted, and dreffcd; ihofe that were be* 
hind if^ are alfo halted and dreffed by command of their refpeftivc Captains. 

The Brigade Iv^^ a^aiu formed Line, and (lands oblique to the polition it quitted and Co tlieori* 
ginalpotition. Fig, 67. 



Itetmirh on the Nivik Manmivrc. 



The Ninth Mmmmtc ijoiut^ out ?he mude in wiiicli Troops landing 
in One H Column foini Line wn a central Divillou by the EcbcHon 
March of Companies, fuch central DivHion may either remain in its 
fird pohtion, or be wheeled into unv new direftion which it is wiOied the 
intended Line ihoutd run in ; alt the other Divilu>ns whatever is the di^ 
reaiongivui to the one on which the Line h 10 be (ornicd, arc wheeled 
fo many pace* backwards as will be ncccffdry id place their fronts per- 
pendiciiiar to the Lines on whicfi they are to march ; or, to fpeak more 
intelhgiblf, till they can move towards their different Aations with their 
bodies fquare to the front. If the Line to he formed is to front towards 
the rear of the Clumn, the whole will full coanterniarch frojn the Right 
ofCompanies, and then prncccd as bcfote* In all fbi mat ions of Line on 
accntfil Divtfton of the Open Column bv th« Echellon march of Conv 
panici, the Divilipns that were m front nf'the named one muft of courfe 
be faced it> the Right about, before they arc put in motion* 



It is not to be underdood from the Ninth Manoeuvre^ if » Line of 
Troops runs In one direflion, and it is wifhed to change ic 00 a ixei 
central Company by the Echellon march of the others, thai to efl^die 
change it is previoufly neceffary to throw the Line into Open Colsfli; 
the Echellon may take place at once from Line without tlM mooawta^ 
encc or delay of fortnin^ Column at all (Se£tion 195, 20S): Let tk Ai* 
gade be drawn up in Line perpendicular to the original polliioa, »«s 
the cafe at the beginning of the Ninth Manoeuvre^ and let the Bnptff 
dircft that the Seventh Company of the Third Battalion will wbcdif- 
ward four paces on the Left; remaining Companies of the Bripde«icd 
two paces ; thofc to the Right of the named Company, forvafiiitt^ 
Left ; thofe to its Left, backwards on the Right : or, that tbe Sci^ 
Company, Third Battalion* will wheel four paces back 001 
remaining Companies wheel two paces ; thofe to the Left, 1 
the Right; thofc to the Right, forwards on the Left; 
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KINTH MANOIUVRE, 



Companfes will go to the Right abouti and that the whole will form Line 
on the Seventh Companv of the Third Battalion : or what is ftill more 
fimple than either of thefe, cbe part of the Line to be thrown back* may 
firft face to the Right about, and the whole wlieel inwards two paces, 
which amounts exactly to the fame ihing. The Companies move to 
their different poiiiious, and wilt, in cither of the three cafes, without 
forming Open Column at all, take up a Line exadlly fimilar to the one 
which has before been formed by the Ninth Manoeuvre, 

The intention therefore of this Manoeuvre is to rtiew how Line is ta- 
ken up by the Echellon upon any Divilion of an Open Column- Siip- 
pofe» for example, that an Array after advancing in a Column of march, 
halts at a given point, with an intention of forming Line to the front by a 
deployment; the fubfequent movements ot the Enemy, however, render 
it neceflary that the Line ihould run in an oblique dirc6tion« pading 
through or intcrfe£ting a central Battalion of the Column ; on which ac- 
count, inftead of a deployment the General determines to throw the Di- 
vifions of the Colnain into Echellon ; and by retiring tbofe in the front, 
and bringing forward thofe in rear, to form the intended Line* The Di- 
viCon ot the Column interfedted by the propofed Line, is placed in the 
given oblique dircflion^ all the others wheel back into Echellon; thofe 
Battalions in front of the named DiviGon face to the Right about; and 
the whole proceed to form Line^ as pointed out by the Manoeuvre. If 
the Corps in front of the named Dtvifion are attacked in retiring^ they 
face to the Right about, and wheel forward on their pivot Flank into 
Line ; if ihofe iji rear of it are attacked in advancing, they halt and 
wheel back on their pivots into Ltue. 

When Troops arc obliged to form from Echellon to refiil an attack, 
the Officers remain on the Echellon Flanks fire their Companies in that 



position, and fo foon as the attack is repnifed, again wheel into Echellon 
by the order of their rcfpe£live Commandants of Battalions, to complete 
the intended Evolution, 

An Army advancing in Two or more Columns might form them into 
a general Line, in the fame way that the fingle Column does; but fome 
arrangement would be ncceffary in placing the Columns at their due dif- 
tance from each other. When a front Line takes a new pofition from 
Open Column, as above detailed, if the Second Line of the Army was 
folbwing the Firft in Column, and that the new pofition it was to take» 
ran in front of, and did not interfcft any one of its fiattalions, in that cafe^ 
fuch Second Line or its Column would move forward till the leading Di- 
viHon touched the new pofition, and would then wheel into it, followed 
by all the Battalions whicli found fuch to be their natural courfe ; but 
the others breaking from the general Column, would take the neareA di- 
redion to the points marked by their Adjutants, and there enter j fee 
Fig. 68- If, on the other hand, the new pofrtion or its prolongation did 
interfeil the Column of the Second Line, and that the Firft and Second 
Lines were moving in One general Column, or in a parallel direition to 
each other, in either of thefe cafes the Second Line would eaCell gain its 
new pofition upon a moving central Divifion ; a defcription and figure of 
which is given under the head of the Eighth Manoeuvre; of courfc, that 
part of the Column in front of fuch central DlviHoa would firft counter- 
march from the Right of Companies. 

Fig^. 69 fliews the Firft Line moving in One Column, and the Second 
Line in another^ parallel to it. The Firft Line takes up an oblique por- 
tion from Open Column by the Echellon of Companies, and the Second 
Line gains Its new relative lituation upon a moving central Divifion. 
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TENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Vur«Um$ ifiU f^mbew. 



Of ^4 ^ Oimmt»ftmf9 



GtVEEAL EXPLASATIOVI. 



The Light lofancry '9^| 
rfu Second Battalkn 
win wheel four P^^J 
to the Left, JodLint' 
will be formed oo ft? 
^ the EcheBon of 
Compaoief* - • Repeated. 



f By the Ninth MaooeoYre the Br^ade wai left ftanding m am obliqiic Line to die original pofi« 
tioo'; Fig. 70. The Tenth Manoenivre gives k the Cunc dire£kioa k origindy waa formed in. 



I TheLigI«In£«ryofU..Scca«li.whcd«dlb« 



to die Left, wUcfa places it in tbe new 



March. 



Companiet, Ti 
to the Left % 
Qpick March* 
March. - • 



heel. - 



Bf the Comtnandant of each Battalkm. 

The whole wheel forward two paces into Echdlon. 

The whole more otf at Ordinary time to form in Line widi the L^t Infantry of the Seeond 
Battalion : the Divifions of the Second, as they approach their rcfpeAive pofitions, receive from 
(heir Captains the orders — ** Right Shoolders Forward." Wlien the Light Infantry Compa- 
nies of tiie other Battalions touch the new Line with their leading Flank, they are halted, and 
wheeled forward on the Left two paces from their Eighth File, which brings them fqnare with 
the new Line ; the other DiTifions of their rcfpediTc Battalions arrange themfelves on their 
Right, each receivine the command as they come into Line, ** Right Shoulders Forward/' 

The Brigade will Sand as in Fig. 71. 



Remark 
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Nfw sfcond Line taken up -mhere, neither U nor Hr 
prolongation intetfea the oldxeetmdXihe . 
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Remarks oH the Tmth Manowerei 



The Tenth Manceuvre (hews how an Army (landing in an oblique 
Echellon of Bri^des, or larger DivifionSf would throw thefe forward 
into a general Line, and it Mo exemplifies how a Line of any dimen- 
£ont throws forward a Win^ or any part of it by the Echellon march, 
either for the purpofe of feizmg a ftronger pofition, or for formine an 
oblique Line preparatory to an attack on an Enemy's Flank : all fuch 
changes, whether on a r lank or central Divifion, might be made more 
rapidly by the Open Column ; but whenever danger is looked for during 
the Evolution, the Echellon is pointed out by the Regulations as the fa- 
feft mode to be reforted to. 

If a change is to be made from Line on a central Divtfion (Section 
195, 208) by throwing back one part of the Line, and bringing forward 
the other, the named i)ivifioo is placed in the intended dire^ion ; all the 
others wheel into Echellon, as pointed out in the Remarks on the Ninth 



Manoeuvre ; thofe Battalions to be thrown back, face to the Right about ; 
and the whole proceed to take up their pofitions, as before defcribed. 
The Second Lme would, in this inftance, gain its new pofition on a 
moving central Divifion. 

Where a Firft«Line ii thrown forward on a Fbnki as is the cafe in the 
Tenth Manoeuvre, if the new Second Line, or its prolongation, interfeAs 
the old (Fig. 72)^ the Second Line will heft gain its pofition upon a 
moving central Divifion (Se&ion 209) ; and fo will it alfo ad m all 
changes made by a firft Line on a central Dividon, whether fuch chan* 
gesare efieded by Echellon or Column. If the new Second Line, or 
Its prolongation, does not interfeA the old, which may happen in wheel- 
ing forwards on a Flank, in fuch cafe, the Second Line would break into 
Column towards the wheeling Flank of the Firft Line, and enter iti pofi- 
tion at its ret : points. See Fig. 73. 
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ELEVENTH MANCEUVRE. 






GSVXXAI. EZPL4VATI0VS. 












IWr . . . 



I 



H«ir. 



To rfK f^ff, wheel in- 
to Line, 
Of ick March, * « 



The Bfigpkde is in Line, as in F%. 74* and proce ed s to the Ekfcntb Mancravre. 

The wboie face co the Right. 

The whole naoTe oiF in File to the RigfaL 

When the Brigadier thinks thej have adtaaced br eaoogh in File 

Each Captain of a Company fars — *< CooipaBjy Left torn; Right wheeL^ Each Compa 
faces to the Left and then wheels forward to its Right* which brings the Brigade into Open C 
lomn : the inftant this is done, it receives the command— 

The whole move on in Open Column at Ordinary Time. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have advanced fa£EcientIy 

The whole halt in Open Column. Fig. 75. 

The Column being halted, and Pivots correded 

7*he whole Companies wheel to their Left into Line. 

The Brigade ftands again in Line with the original dire£Hon. Fie. j6m 

This ends the Eleventh Manceuvre, wherein b pointed out the moSt in which a body of Troof 

having, on account of a narrow intricate route, or other caufes, moved in file, forms Open Co 

lumn of Companies on the march, when fuch caufes no longer ezift. 
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TWELFTH MANCEUVRE, or RETREAT. 



DircHioniby tht Brigadier^ 



* fSeflion ao30 
The Line will retire. 



I About Face. 
March, - - 



Halt, 
Front, 



Fire by Companies from 
Center to Flanks oi 
Battalions. * 



Orders hy Commaitdaftts 
of Battaiiujis. 



The Battalion will re^ 
lire. - - - * 



About Face. 
March. * ^ 



Halt. 
Front* 



Repeated. 



General Exflanations. 



Before beginning this Manoeuvre the Brigadier determines whether the retreat h to be co-^ 
vered by the Light Infantry | and if it is, he fignifies as mnch to the different Commandants. 

The Brigadier's horn founds (which in this and all inftances is repeated) for the Light Infantry 
of each Battalion to ** Form Company." The Light Infantry Companies proceed in rear of 
their different Battalions, and form two deep ; each Company drawing up immediately behind the 
center of its own Corps, and told off in two Subdivifions and four Sedions. 

The Brigadier orders his horn to found the Retreat, when the Light Infantry of each pafs 
quickly through the center, or round the Flanks of their rcfpe£live Corps, and align themfelves at 
etjual oi fiances, fo as to cover the whole front. 

When the Brigadier fees the Light Infantry nearly extended along the front of their differenl 
Battalions 

The whole face to the Right about ; and Three Scrjeaiitt move out Six paces in advance of th« 
Colours of each Battalion, and by taking fixed objcds to march on> affift in conducting the Line 
in the due direction. 

The whole move off; and at the fame inftant the Brigadier orders hh bu^le-horn to give the 
fignal for the Light Infantry to commence firing, who keep up an irregular lire, and fall back iq 
unifon with the movement of the Line* 

When the Brigadier thinks the Line has retired fufficientlyt 

The whole halt, and face to the Right about : the Brigadier at the fame inftant orders the fignal 
from his horn for the Light Infantry to ceafc firing; and fo foon as that is obeyed, he orders 
another fignal, ** To Form Company, and form in Battalion j*" upon which the Light Infantry 
place themfelves on the Left of their refpeflive Corps (fee Twelfth Manoeuvre^ under the head of 
lnfpc6tion or Review of a Battalion of Infantry); this fhould be done as quick as poJEbIe« 

When the Brigadier fees the Light Infantry nearly clear of the front 

The Brigadier orders his field drum to beat the preparative (See " Movements of the Line/' 
pafagraph 13) ^ upon which, the Right Center Companies fire; then the Left Center Compa- 

G Aiei 



4:j 



TWELFTH HANOSUVEE^ 



Dire&ionsby the Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Gbnbsal Explanations. 



nies of each Battalion ; and fo on, till the fire hat extended to the Flanks of the different Corps, 
when>it recommences in the Center and again extends to the Flanks. The 9rigadter orders his 
Drum to beat the General, or fignal to ceafe firings when he thinks fit. 

The next part of this Manoeuvre is the Retreat by alternate Companies. The Regulations no 
where mention that the Retreat by alternate Companies is retorted to, by larger bodies than the 
fingte Battalion, and therefore it is not detailed. The Divifions feem too mintite for a confider- 
able Line. 

When a Firft Line retires, as (hewn by the Twelfth Manoeuvre, the Second Line retires in the 
fame way ; and they may alternately pafs ihrourh feach other, as hereafter defcribed, if fuch is 
deemed expedient. 



Remarks on the Twelfth Manoewore. 



The Twelfth Manoeuvre potntt out the mode in which a Line ofjobliged 
Troops, covered by its Light Infantry, retires before an Enemy. The 
Light In(antr]f are thrown out for the purpofe of keeping the riflemen and 
advanced parties of the oppofmg Army at a difiance ; and therefore on 
the nature of the retreat would depend whether they would be thus em- 
plo]^ed or not. if fkirmlihiDg was chiefly to be expe&ed, and the Coun- 
try in any decree inclofed or woody,, the Light Infantry could in no way 
be more ferviceable : if, on the contrary, the Country was open^ and the 
retiring Line was clofcly prefled by the oppofing Army» it mi|ht be, in 
fuch a cafe, lefs ufeful, by creating delay in the fire or the Line, when 



to face about* To this may be added, that the Light Infantry are 
very friequentljr abfent from their Corps altogether, on fcrvice. It is evi- 
.dent that the Light Infamtry (houkl either be pofted in the rear altogether, 
^without any fpace& ^^'Pi ^^^^ ^^^ thtm in the general Line, and only cal- 
led to the front of their refpedive Battalions, as occafion might require ; 
on if fpaces were Ic^ that thefe (bould be occupied the infimnt the Line 
forms to refill an Enemy: otherwife fuch Line nlufl not only be deprived 
of one-tenlh of its fire, but fubjed to the additional misfortune of having 
gara all along ita from. 

Fig. 77 ihews a Line retiring, covered by its Light Infantry. 
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THIRTEENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dire^ioHs by the Brigadier. 



(Seftion 154, 196.) 
By Companies J — ^Foyr 
Paces 10 the Right 
wheel, - - - - 



Marchp - - - - 

fSeaion 156.) 
Wheel back iiHo Line. 



Forward* 



Halt. ^ 



Ordtrx hy Commandants 
of* BaiiuUom^ 



Repeated. 

Quick March, - • 

March, * _ • - 
Wheel back into Lioc. 

Forward, - - - 
Halt. - - - . - 



General Explanatioits. 



The Brigade has retired to noaily the ongioal ground where it commenced the Mano^uvre^ 
and proceeds to the ThlrtecQih* 



The whole wheel up four paces, and an ohjefl is pointed out to the Csptam commanding the 
right hand Company of the Brigade, on which he is to march. 

Fig- 78. flicws the Brigade in EchcMon of Companies. 

The whole move on at Ordinary Time. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have advanced fufficiently 

The Pivot, or right hand man of each Company, marks tiroCp and the others wheel back on 
him. — The three Center Serjeants of each Regiment advance in fronts to guide the march in 
Line. 

The moment the Brigadier fees the whole in Line, 

The whole march forwards. 

When the Brigadier fees the Line advancing with prccifiotx, 

The whole Halt and ftand in Line. Fi^. 79. 

The Second Line of an Army performing this Evolution would follow cxaSly the fame pro- 
cefs obfcrved by the Firft Line. 



Remarks on the Thirteenth Manmwre. 



The Thirteenth MancEuvre ftiews the method in which a Brigade or 
Line of an Army gains ground to the from and to a flank at the fame 
time, by the Echcllon march of Companies: after gaining the required 
diOancc, how it wheels back into Line in the fame diredion with the 
one it quitted j and again proceeds, — If, after gaining the defircd diftance 
oyi wardsi it h wifhed to take an oblique pofuion inward^ for the purpofe 



of attacking .in enemy's flank, [ScSion 196.) the whole wheel into Line 
and hah— the named Divifion is placed in the defircd dirciSion, and all 
the others wheeling again into Echellon form \ipon it, as pointed cue un- 
der the Remarks of Manceuvres Fifth, Ninth, and Tenth ; when ihcy 
are ready to proceed in line againft the enemy's Hank ; to open which* 
was^ perhaps, the intention of the oytward niovcmcnt, Fig. 69. If, after 
G 2 gaining 
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tfMe gnafiWiiHi entremclfv aeJ die Usgsr the dtYtficpiii of ilie Edbdtoot 
dhe fliOfe tu dBcacj will i»e leli^ — Tlie gooJ oftcert on fertkep wil al- 
WMf% llidf (o gam hit obtc^ by the Gaipkll acMia; ac a iiAmmcc kom 
mm tnemjf any twtAmuon^ hnmtif€f complcu^ msj lie atiempted. bttt we 
m^ti nm look fm cbc fjine cotit^Akia OMer die fii e oi grape aod ami^ 
k^rf itijf we do ypoti a p^¥Mi€i m diebi iajlaiice, c^nfuiion, exa'mi 
b^ ffiidike, IcaJt onlf iiHa a litUe lofi of credtc ; in die heUof baiile &iai 
miicbi be ihe €Oofei|iie«ici^ of fiich a dertB|etxiriit. 

fxMhn m^tmcnn tnon be obUcjue, if uben fnioi Opn Coli 
Im when taken frcMii IJnt* ihey iruy eiilif r be oMiqoe or dired. AD 
cMigei where flie Uoe to be takeii tip ii c^blicjiie to the ose qyme4, or 



i fire. Tbe fLqgQlaiJcio(* aware of tbcle fificildes, ^oal not tbial^ 
_ ibe rear Br^^d^ codd iodine id tbe defired Flack wb^ mofri^ 
forward^ propofe tbe fbibw]]^ remedies: either that the rear Br^pdeirf 
tbe Ecbobo* before an j pirt begim Io move, AkmiU tnclttae MbuGt^ m 
a Flaok, fb ibat each Hiouki llajid dear of tbe preceding onei or that ii 
uking op the oblique Line from which the Echellon was fermeilt these- 
ceflary didanc^ mmM be left berwecn the Brtgades. 

Frocn tbe ahoYCi^ it appears that the oblique Ediellon U beittr etka* 
laced to cbange fitttations or take op Lines preparatory to an a suck, il^ 
as a Ibnautiofi to make an attack in. The cnath of the maticr is, irka 
Tnxjps break firom a general Lioe Into feparaic bodies^ the great oWcfl W 
be coniidered is, how the general Line maT be regained : and no Kinu- 
tion it weM cakulated for an attack, by which this is rendered fcdioasttr 
dificnlt, unLefs the ground or ctrcumftaoces of the cafe preclodeikftcr 
eboke* From an oblique Echelbn of Brigades noihing is moie fiofk 
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than to form a general Line in any dirc£lion, provided there Is fu£cient 
time to do ir, and that it is not to be done under the immediate mufkciry 
of the Enemy's Battalions* If Line is to be taken upon the leading Divi- 
fjon, or Brigade, that Divifuon ftands faft ; the others make the oecciTary 
change backwijuhj each upon the Company on its regulating Flank* 
which places tht-Hi perpendicular to their lines of march , they then ad^ 
vance till the leading Flank of each touches its pofition in the general 
Line i the Flank company is wheeled into it, and the other Companies 
form upon the Flank Company as ufual, and foon in fuccefEon ; or, after 
wheeling back into Echcllon of Companies, the ditFerent Brigades might 
remain in tliat form, then move up and form on the front one. If, from 
an Echellonof Brigades, a Line fimilar in direflion to the one quitted 
was required, the dircdting Flank Company of each would be wheeled 
back as many paces as they before wheeled from the old Line, (Section 
199.) All the other Companies wheeling back half as many paces, 
face to the right about, and form on their refpefiive named ones in the 
^fual way. Upon the fame principles, a Line in any dirciSion might 
be formed, Echellons (pages 394 — 395.) may either confift of a whole 
Line or of a portion of a Line ; one part of a Line may advance to an at- 
tack while the other moves in Echellon to co-operate in that attack ; or 
one part may remain ported to cover a retreat, if neceffary, while the 
other commences an attack in Echellon ; if both are moveable the mo- 
tions of the one mufl depend on thofe of the other. Echellons of half 
Battalions, or^lefs, move by their dire^^ing Flanks; Echellons of Batta- 
lions, by iheir advanced Serjeants; Echellons of fcveral Battalions, each 
by its own center, and the whole by the Battalion on the diredling Flank* 
By at any time haUirrg, an Echellon may be changed, and commence 
from an oppofite Flank, or from the Center, the others following at their 
relative diftances, if the Echellon is oblique^ the Flanks muft clouble in 
palEng, In a direft Echellon of B«ittalions, each Corps fends forward 
with the one preceding it, two under Officers to mark where its Center 
and inward Flank arc toflandj when it becomes ncceflary to move up 
into Line with the preceding one : tliefc Officers of courfc march in Line 
with that preceding one, and halt wlicn it halts: if the Echellon divi- 
fions confift of more than one Battalion, fo foon as Line is to be taken 
up, thofe not upon the directing f lank alfo fend forward individuals to 
mark their refpci^live Centers, The dircdl Echellon (Section 197.) is 
where the different divificns move to front or rear at equal di fiances with- 
out wheeling to cither Flank, (Fig* 80) or upon a central divifion, as in 
Fig, SufScaionigS, 

The direct Echellon is an ingenious method of bringing a portion of a 
Line into adion, and keeping back, or as it is termed, rcfufing the re- 
mainder. We fhall fuppofe an Army drawn up in a firfl and fecond 
Line, and that another of equal ftrcngih arrives within ja or 1400 yards 



of its front, in Cotunms of March| with therefolution of coming to a 

battle;— The ufual mode of forming is in two Lines, and therefore the 
Columns receive di regions to do fo. — On reconnoittring^ it is found fhat 
the ground in frcnt of the encmy*s right is broken and imerfetfted with 
pieces of water, or other impediments to an attack, confequently that ihe 
cneipy's right is fliongly polled; on the contraryp tliat his left is more 
aflailablc> audv therefore, it h determined to commence the battle by an 
attack upon his left; for this purpofe the right-hand Brigade is put ia 
motion dircilly to the front, and the other Brigades arc ordered to follow 
in Echellon, at equal di fiances of 100 or 150 paces, as fhewn in Figure 
8a, by this means before the whole Line is in motion, allowing it to con- 
fid of feven Brigades, the right has nearly advanced on the enemy's left ; 
both Generals, we fhall fuppofe, forefeeing that the weight of the battle 
muft fall on thcfe points, have ftrengthcned them with the whole force of 
their fecond lines, refcrves, &c, perhaps alfo, the attacking General, from 
a prior knowledge of the enemy's pofition, has detached a force, by a cir- 
cuitous route, to fall on the cnemy*s left flank during the battle. The 
a6lion commences between the right-hand Brigades and the Eneniy'i 
left; if the former are fuccefsful, all the others move rapidly forward into 
Line, to complete the defeat; if*, on the contrarVt a repulfc takes place, 
thejr fall back upon each other, and thus are conflantly rtrcngthcned in 
iheir retreat; — During the advance the fecond Line fotbws in a fimilar 
Echellon, and, if ncccfTary, the divifions of the firft line may retire 
through thofe of the fecond, and be relieved in the attack, (Se^ion aoa) 

The limplicity with which the direct Echcllon is taken up ; the equal 
fimplicity with which the general Line is regained | the eafcwith which 
a weak part of an Enemy's pofition is thus aflailed ; point out this move- 
ment as a very valuable one. There is no Evolution, however, which 
may not be counteracted by another: the art is in knowing the remedy* 
and in the promptitude of tiie application* The one apparently moft ap- 
plicable here, is a central change on the part of the Enemy's Lines 
which whilll it throws back the wing that is threatened, brings forward 
the other on the reverfc Flank of the Echellon, Fig* 8j fliews an at- 
tack of this kind : a portion of the Right Wing gains the oblique pofition 
C D, and remains polled ; an Echcllon next commences from the Lefr, 
apinfl the Enemy's Right; was the Enemy's Line to make a central 
change to A B, and then pdvance, it is evident tlie Echellon would be in 
the moft imminent danger ; but the Line A B would be taken in Flank 
by the poftcd Line C D^ confequently the Enemy could not venture tu 
make luch a change. Hence it appears wife in this, and mofl inflances 
fwhtre it can be done) to pofl one \Ving> and attack with the other, rein- 
forced by the Second Line, 

III Echellon attacks, the DiviCons fbotild never be Icfs than Two or 
more Battationi ^h. 

^ FOURTEENTH 
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FOURTEENTH MANCEUVRE, om HOLLOW SQUARE. 



lHre&i4m» by ike Brigadier. 



Orders bw CommandmitM 
ofBattaiimu. 



GSVSKAL E&FLASATIOSS. 



(SeAion 207.) 
Form a Hollow Square 
on the Third Batu 
lioo. . * . . 



About Face. 
MarelL . 



In perfonning the Foaitceiidb Manceorre, the firft thing to be enqnircd is the relative ftreogth 
of the BiTtaliotti i <br 00 that will depend the mode of fonning it by the Brigade : Soppofing the 
Three Bairaliow c^ool in mmbers, it may be executed by the Third forming the front ; Five 
Companies of the Firft, and Fire Companies of the SecoodC the fides i and the refidoe of thefe 
Corps, the rear: or, if it is wilhsd to make the fi|aare more ofuilatcral, the Grenadiers and Se- 
ven Bfltafion C^mpaoies of the Third, ouy be pbced in front: bnt the other mode is more fim* 
ple.aad is tbsrefeve deeded as the beft. 

1 The Brigade, ac die dole of the Thirteenth Manaenrre, was fianding in Line. Fig. 84. 

^ The Br^pdier proceeds to pbce the Three Corps in a hoOowfqnare. 



Repeated. • * . 
Companies, Foor Paces ' 



Tb? Bfmr of Brigade is feat to inform the Commandants of Corps what portiona fill the dif- 
fauck htkfFc the foregoing order is given, vnle6 this has been prerionily arranged. 



on yoor — — 
wards wheeL 

Qoick March. 

Right about face. 

March. - - . 



back* 



Th? £ffinem Commandants give the neceflary cautions befiorehand ; the Officer coramandiof 
]cbe Third, in particular direds it to (land faft. The Companies of die Firft Battalion wbcd 

back fomr paces 00 the Left Ti^. 85} ; and thofe of the Second, fbor paces on the Right: the? 
|face to the Rizht shoot on receiving the order for that porpofe ; and 00 the word March, proceed 

is Ecbeflon of Companies to form die Square : each Commandant |ives the orders to his owo 
'Companies, akhv dbe time from the regnlating Battalion: the diflerent Companies amn|e 

chemidvcs as dircaed by the Brigadier; thofe who form die fides, receive from their refpedive 
jCapcaios» as dbey approach their ftations, the order— Rught Shoulders, or Left Shoulders forward, 
;ai may be neceflary 10 bring them fi|nare with their pontioos ; when they are hmhod and frooted, 
•^'j^ faced to die Ri^ abooc Thofe Companies who farm the rear fa^, are halted and wheeled 



\ 



,:atochdrpoCtioos; when they aUb front or face to the Right about. Fig S6. 

The Cokvrs of the cfi&re&t Battalions retire widiin the Square, whioi renders it necefirj at 
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IreQions by the Brigadier, 



he Square will ad* 
vaiice hy its front 
Face. - - - • 



arch. - - 
alt, Front. - 



Orders bv Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Repeated. 
By SubdivifionSy to the 
wheel. - - 

Quick, March. 
Rear Face, to the Right 
about - - • • 



March. - - • - 
Halt — Front S([uarc. 



Genbral Explanations. 



the commencement of the formation, that the front face (hould clofe in towards the center, fo as 
to fill up the vacuum occafioned by^its Colours falling back. 

The Brigadier, Field Officers, and all fupernumeraries, move into the interior of the Square ; 
when the whole will (land as in Fig. 87. 

The Flank Companies are kept in referve, if neceflary. 



Movements qf the Square. 



In a Square formed of Three Battalions^ where the Companies of the different Corps are fo 
intermingled, it feems neceflary, to prevent confufion, that the Brigadier (hould give the orders 
himfelf, without being repeatedf: or perhaps, what would anfwer better, that each Commandant 
of a Battalion fhould take a face; and that another Officer (hould be named to command the 
fourth ; the whole taking the time from the Commandant of the regulating Corps, which ought, 
in this inftance, to be a Flank one. 

The Brigadier puts the Square in motion. 



The Commandant of ^he Right Face, fays, Left wheel : the Commandant of the Left, fays. 
Right wheel. 

On the- words "Quick March,** thefe Two Faces wheel forward into Subdivifions of Com- 
panies ; and at the fame inftant the Rear Face goes to the Right about ; when the whole ftand as 
in Fig. 88. 

If there is no Commandant for thie Rear Face, it goes to the Right abouti withom orders, on 
the fides receiving the command <* Quick March." 

The whole move on. 

When the Brigadier thinks the Square bis advanced enoi^h, 

The whole halt; the Subdivifions wheel back into their former pofitions; and the Rear Face 
again goes to the Right about. By whatever Face the Square moves, the fame procefs takes 
place. The Front Face, in the firft inftance, ftands fail ; the fides wheel up by Right and Left 
into Subdivifions of CompttAteti and the Rear Face goes to the Right about: the whole is then 
put in motion* 

The 
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FOURTEENTH HANGBUVBE. 



DireQionsbjf the Brigadier. 



Orders 6y Commandants 
of Battalions, 



General Explanations. 



Form Line on the front 
Face, - -, - - 



March. 



Repeated. 



By Companies, right 

wheel. 
Qiiick March. 
March. - - - - 



The Brigadier, whenever the Square fronts, may dire£t the two Flank Subdividons of each 
Facci to wheel back the quarter circle, and thereby obtain a crofs fire for the purpofe of ftrength- 
enlng the angles, which are the weak points. See Fig. 89. 

The Regulations no where mention that the angular movement of the Square is ever rcfortcd 
ro by larger bodies than the fingle Battalion ; it is therefore not detailed. 

The Square mav fire in any way the Brigadier direds; but File firing is the rooft material, as 
being fuppofed to have a better emSt than anv other in keeping Cavalry at a diftance ; in this 
Fire the Front Rank of all the Faces kneel ana Hope their bayonets, the others keep a continued 
and fcattered fire over their heads. The great art is to make the fire conftant ; for (hould it 
flacken, in confequence of too quick a difcharge at the firft, it mud be expeded that the Cavalry 
will then come on with redoubled fury. 

The Brigadier proceeds to form Line. 

Tlie Connmandant of the front Face cautions it to (land fad, thofe of the right and left Faces, 
that they are to wheel forward four paces to right and left by Companies, and the Commandant 
of the rear Face cautions it that the Companies are to make a wheel and a half outwards. 



The whole move in Echellon to their pofitions. When the leading Divifions of the Firftaoi 
Second Battalions touch the Line, they are wheeled or placed accurately in it by their Adjutants, 
and all the other Divifions form on them, by receiving from their refpedlive Captains ** ShouUai 
forward :" — The Bri|;ade is in Line, Fig. 90. 



Obferoations on the Hollow Square. 



If a large body formed Square, each face would be comprifed of feveral 
battalions. .Fig. 91. 

The Hollow Square is a formation which Infantry occafionallv take 
as a defence againil Cavalry in open ground, but the Regulations lay, if, 
when fo formed, they were to be attacked by a fuperior body of Infantry 
and guns, their fitua'tion would be defperate ; indeed this is felf-evident, 
from the weaknefs of the angles, and the enfilade they would be every 
way expofcd to. The Regulations make niention of aa Oblong, whichj 



from the fimplicity of the formation, and eafe in regaining the former 
order of march, feems extremelv applicable to adual fervice. In croffisg 
plains where attacks from Cavalry are loooked for, the Column of march 
on entering the open grounds clofes to half diftance, a fpace equal to half 
the front of a Company being left between each Battalion, if there areoo 
guns, and a fpace equal to the whole front of a Company if there are 

Sins. Should an attack of Cavalry take place, on the command, « By 
ompanies from the Center outwards wheel," the whole wheel out- 
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wards, except the front Company, which (lands faft, and except the rear 
Company, which clofes up to tnat preceding it, and faces to the right 
about, fee Fig. 92 ; or the front Company of each Battalion may (land 
faft, and the rear Company of each Corps face to the right about, the 
field pieces pointed outwards. The front rank, all round the figure, 
comes to the flope, the others commence file firing over their heads. On 
the command, ** Form Column," the whole wheel back into their for- 
mer ftations, the rear Company goes to the right about, and the Column 
is again ready to proceed on the march. 

The Regulations jufily obferve, that though a detail can be given 
how one portion of Troops may form the Square, yet fuch mode will 
not apply in all indances, for numbers, circumftances of ground, 



and the ideas of Commanding Officen, muft be taken into the calcula* 
tion. 

It is not very probable, that a bodv having a regwlar' fecond Line, 
would think ot throwing itfelf into a square; if if did, the beft plan ap- 
pears to be, that the Battalions of the Second Line ihould each Counter- 
march on its Center, arid that the other faces ihould be formed by Corps 
from both Lines. If an Army was moving in Columns of Lines acroft 
plains, and expe£ted to be afiailed by heavy bodies of Cavalry, it would be 
prudent that the Battalions compodng the Column of the Second Line, 
(hould each bring, its rear Wing to the Front, fee Fig. 93. Thus the 
two Columns would lead with oppoGte Flanks, and the Lines produced by 
wheeling up, would, of courfe, face outwards. 
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Orders ^ .Commandants 




Dirt6tum$ by the Brigade. 


General Explanations. 






If the Light Infantry cover the retreat, fee Twelfth Manoeuvre. 


The Line will retire. 


TheBattalionwill retire. 




About Face. - - 


About Face. - - - 


See Twelfth Manoeuvre for Light Infantry Signals. 


March. - - - - 


March. - - - - 


The whole move to the rear. 

When the Line has retired a given diftance. 


File to the Rear from 










the proper Right of 




• f , 


Companies. - - 


Repeated. - - - 


Each Captam of a Company favs, " Company, Left turn — Files, Right wheel." The diflf 
ent Companies turn to the left, and each leads in a Column of Files to the rear, as in Fig. 94. 
When the Brigadier fees the whole of the Companies moving in File, 


Quick March. - - 


Quick March. - - 


The whole move on at quick time. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have rehired enough, 

The whole halt and front; the Brigade (lands, in open Coluinn of Companies, Right in fron 


Hale, Front. - - - 


Halt, Front. - - - 


Wheel into Line. - 


To the Left wheel into 
Line. 






Quick March. - - 


The whole wheel into Line. Fig. 95. 



Remarks on the Fifteenth Manoeuvre. 



The Fifteenth Manoeuvre points out the mode in which a body of 
troops retiring in Line and meeting with a wood or other obftacle to 
their progre(s in that formation, would pafs it by filing from the proper 
right of Companies, and having gained the rapofite fide, how they ^^ould 
front in open Column, and a^m wheel into Lme ; if the Line, however, 
was preUed by an Enemy, it would pafs fuch obftacles in Columns of 
Companies ^nd not by files. Filing is alfo the manner in which' one 



Line retires through another. When the moving Line arrives witi 
fifteen or twenty paces of the halted one, it files to the Rear from the p 
per right of Companies, and the halted Line makes fmall openings 
the difterent Columns of Files to pafs through ; or the halted Line it 
wheel back into open Column of Companies, which will enable 1 
moving Line to pafs throuc^h it without filing or altering its formati< 
Where a firft Line retires in good order, the filing will perhaps be 1 
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beft modey as leaving the fecond Line ready formed to oppofe the enemy> 
the inftant the firft is through ; but if the firft Line retires in confufion, 
it would be advifeable that me fecond Line (hould wheel into open Co- 
lumn for fear of the crowd breaking in on its ranks. As foon as the fir(\ 
Line is through, the fecond again wheels into Line to oppofe 'the Enemy. 
Armies are ufually in two Lines, and this mode of one retiring through 
the other feems the fafeft of all poffible methods by which a retreat may 
be effeded ; for the enemy, feeing that he is to be oppofed by frem 



troops, naturally moves on with caution, that his ranks may be compad : 
and this enables the firft Line to form in the Rear, and to allow the fe- 
cond Line to retire through it in turn, if neceffity rec^uires ; this may be 
repeated till they reach a fituation where they can mamtain their ground, 
or till circumftances will admit' of breaking up and moving off in Co- 
lumns of march. In the above Manoeuvre the Second Line would fol- 
low exadlly the fame procefs as the Firft. See Remarks on Sixteenth 
Manoeuvre. 
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SIXTEENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dire&ions hy the Brigadier. 



(Se£lion 201.) 
The Line will advance, 

March. - - - - 

Advance in Files from 
the Right of Compa- 
nies. - - - - 



Qaick March. - 

Halt. 

Front. - - - 

Wheel into Line. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt. .... 

(Sedion 205.) 
Advance by Wings. - 

Right Wings — ^March. 

Halt. 



Orders 6y Commandants 
of Battaiums. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Repeated. - r - 

Quick March. - - 

Halt. 

Front. - - - . - 

To the Right, Wheel 

into Line. 
Quick March. - - 

The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt. 

Advance by Wings. - 

Right Wing — March. 

Halt 



General Explanations. 



The Brigade is in Line parallel to the original podtion. 

If the Light Infantry cover the advance, the fignal founds *' To form CompaDy ;*' and on the 
word to advance, the ugnal founds to form in front. (See Twelfth Manoeuvre.) 

The whole move on, each Battalion dreffingby its own center, and direding its march hy the 
regulating corps. 

Each OflScer commanding a Company, fays, " Company to the Right turn : By Files, to the 
Left wheel.** The different Companies face to the Right, and then lead in Files to the front; in 
the fame way they filed to the rear in the Fifteenth Manoeuvre, only there they ivere retiring, 
and here they are advancing. 

When the whole has advanced a given diftance, 

The whole move on at Quick Time. 

The whole halt and front in Open Column, Left in front. 

The Battalions wheel into Line. 

The Brigadier dire(9s the Line to fire from Center to Flanks of Battalions, or as he thinks fit. 

Covered by Light Infantry. 

The whole halt. Signal for Light Infantry to form in the rear. 

The Licht Infantry cover the Left Wings at half didance : they drefs with the Right Wiop. 
and fire advancing. The Right Wings always advance firft, unlefs ordered to the cootrary. 

The Right Wings are accompanied by the King's Colour of their refpe£tive Batfalionss ^ 
by the Left ; and the whole by the Wing of the regulating Battalion. 

The whole halt. Signal for Light Infantry to ceafe firing. The number of paces which tbt 
Wings advance alternately may be previoofly communicated. 

Fire. 
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Dire&iofu by the Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Satiations. 



Genebal Explakatioks. 



Fire. 



Left Wings — March. 

Halt. 

Fire. - . - - . 



Form Line. - - 
March. - - - 



Right Wing — Ready, 
Prcfent, Fire. - 

Left Wing — March. 

Halt. ..... 

Left Wing — Ready, 
Prefcnt, Fire. - 

Right Wing form Line. 
March. - - - - 



The Light Infantry move to the Right and cover the Right Wings ; before which they range 
ihemfelves and commence firing. The time of firing to be taken from the regulating Wing. 

The moment the Right Wings fire, the word March is given to the Left ones. When they 
pafs the Right Wings, the Light Infantry move on in a Line with them, and fire advancing. 

They halt. Signal for Light Infantry to ceafe firing. 

The Light Infantry cover the Left Wings, and commence firing. 
When the Brigadier wiflies the Line to be formed^ 

They move on into Line with the Left Wings. Signal for Light Infantry to form in the rear 
of the Second and Seventh Companies when they have done fo. 



Remarks on the Sixteenth Manoeuvre. 



The Sixteenth Manoeuvre points out the way in which the Line of 
an Army advances on an Enemy, and meeting with difficulties of ground 
to its progrefs in that formation, it files to the front from the right of 
Companies, and a^ain wheels into Line when the impediments are pad, 
it again moves on in Line, and then, for the purpofe, we ihall fuppofe, of 
keeping up a more conftant fire, it next advances by wings of Battalions. 
Filing to the front is advifed where a rear Line pafles through a front 
one ; or the front Line maj wheel back into open Column, and allow the 
rear one to pafs through without filing or altering its formation ; the lat- 
ter feems the bed method, as the rear Line is thus enabled to proceed at 
once againft the enemy. In this mannner frefh troops may be brought 
up when thofe in front fail. In this Evolution the lecond Line would 
follow the firft, and file as above detailed where found necefiary. 

Li/ie, whether advancing, retiring, or ftationary, is the mod important 
of all formations ; it is the one almoft conflantly aflumed by the body 
ading on the defenfire; and where ground will admit, almoft equally \o 
by thofe that attack. The Commander of the Line is generally near 
the regulating Battalion ; and by its movements guides the whole. The 



fubordinate Generals watch over their refpe£live Divtfions ; — the pofi- 
tions of the Brigadiers (hould ufuaily be behind the Flank of their rc- 
Ijpeftive Brigades which is next to the general regulating Battalion of the 
Line : for from that fide mud all general inftruStons come ; and in that 
pofition are the Brigadiers mod capable of feeing that thefe indru£lions 
are immediately taken up. Each Commander of a Battalion is behind 
its Center, the Adjutant on the Flank next the regulating Battalion, the 
Major on the oppofite. When Marching in Line, the Adjutant reports 
to his Commandant how the Battalion is moving, if falling l>ehind the 
others, the Commandant directs the regulating Serjeants to dep out ; if 
getting a-head, they are ordered to dep (hort ; if crouding towards, or 
opening from the regulating Battalion, the neceflary dioulder is thrown 
forwards. 

^ The Light Infantry, when covering a Line, whether advancing or re- 
tiring, take their movements from the Light Company belonging to the 
regulating Battalion, with whom a perfon is dationed, by the Comman- 
der of the Line, to make the necefiary fignals. 
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SEVENTEENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dire&ioiu by the Brigadier. 



Orders by Commandanti 
of Battalions, 



Gbnbral Explanations. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt 

Fire a Volley and Port 
Arms. - ' - . - 



The Line will advance. 
Quick March. - - 

Charge Bayonets. 
Fdrwards* • - - 



Repeated. 

March. - - - - 

Halt. ..... 

Fire a Volley and Port 
Arms. 
Ready, Prefent, Fire. 



The Line will advance, 
Quick March. • - 

Charge. - - - - 
Forwards. • - . 



Hale. - 
Load. - 



Hale. - . . 
Prime and Load. 



Covered by Light Infantry if thought advifeable. 

The Line halts. Signal tor Light Infantry to form in the rear* 



Inftru&ions will be given as to the fire on fervice, each Corps would fire by command from 
its ColoneU and the whole as nearly together as poflible. 

The whole move on at quick time with ported arms, or at a (leady run if circumfiances re- 
quire. 

The whole charge bayonets when clofing with the enemy. . 
The whole move on with redoubled energy. 

The whole halt. Signal for Light Infantry to cover the Line whiift loading. When the 
Line has loaded, fienal tor Light Intantry to form Company ia rear of the center, and again to 
form on the left oftheir refpe€tive Battalions. 



Remarks oh the Seventeenth Mancwore. 



This Manoeuvre was formerly confidered as part of the Sixteenth) but 
is now feparatcd from it and called the Seventeenth ; it points out the 
mode in which the Line of an Army advances on an Enemy, on a near 
approach it halts to fire a volley, with the view of confufing him, and 
covered by the fmoke, moves rapidly on at the Port; clofing thus with 



its ^verfary it come^ to the Charge and rufliet forwards with its .bayo- 
nets. In the above Maoi^uyre the (ecood Lipc «(ould merely feUow and 
coyer tho firft, pr if tli^e ftc^ IJne wait fo^e^it it qi^hi i^ow it to pafi 
throHgti, an4 Okeo r^q^w th^ ^ta^lF;* 
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EIGHTEENTH MANOEUVRE. 



re&imshythe Brigadier, 



(Scdion 203.) 
he Line wiil retire, 
bout Face. • - - 
[arch. - - - - 

alt, Front. - - - 



rScaion aos.) 
lire by Wings, 
^t Wings, about face, 
-ch. - - - - 



^JFroiit. - - - 
t*\Vings, Fire. - ^ 



Face. 



ront. - - 
''ingsi Fire. 

'ace. - - 



Orders bv Commandants 
ofaiUtdlions. 



Repeated. 
About Face. 
March. - • 

Halt, Front. 



Retire by Wings. 
Left Wing, about Face. 
March. - - - - 



Halt, Front. - - - 
Risht Win^, Ready, 
Prcfcnt, Fire. 

About Face. 
March. - - - - 



Halt, Front, ]^oa4. - 
Left Wim^ Ready, 
. Prefcat, rirc. - 
'About Face, ^ 

March. • - - • 



GaNBRAL Explanations. 



The Brigade is in Line. 

If the Light Infantry are to be employed as a covering party during the Eighteenth Manoeuvre, 
they form Company. 

Signal for Light Infantry, iee Twelfth Manoeuvre. 

The Line, having faced about, moves to the Rear. 

When the Brigadier thinks it has retired enoueh, 

The whole Halt and Front. The Light Infantry ceafe firing and form in the Rear : If the 
Line was hard prefled by the Enemy, and fronted to refift him, they would gain their poiitions on 
the left of their repe£live Corps, as quick as poflible. 

When the Brigadier fees the Light Infantry in the Rear, 



In advancing; the Right Wing moves firft. In retiring, the Left moves firft. 
The Light Infantry cover the fpaces quitted by the Left Wings, and commence Firing on the 
(ignal for that purpofe. The whole take the time from and drefs by the Wing of the Reeulatinir 
Battalion. 6 "8 

. Signal for Light Infantry to ceafe Firing. 



The Light Iqfantry face to the Right and cover the Right Wings, they Fh-e retiring; till they 
come in a Line with the Left Wings, when they keep their ground and continue firing. See 
Fie. 96. 

Signal for the Light Infantry to ceafe firing fo foon u the Right Wings have k)aded. 

The Light Infimtrj face to the Left and eover the Left Wings. 

"the Light Inftntry commence^firingf and retire with them. 

When 
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GENERAL EXPLANATIONS. 
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x\ FEW general obfcrvatioos on the principles and fcieoce of war 
may not be thought foreign to the prcfeut fubjeft, becaufe the? will 
be fouod to clucrdaic the purpofcs to which the foregoing Ta6tics are 
ipplied i butj bclbrc proceeding to them, it will be ncceffhry minutely 
to point out how the movements and evolutions of the fjngie Brigade^ 
ms detailed under the heads of the Nineteen preceding evolutions* com- 
bine with and exemplify thofe of larger bodies. 

We ftall fuppofe an Army, whofti front Line confifts of twenty-four 
Battalions that thcfc arc divided into eight Brigades, each confiiling of 
three Battalions; into four Divifioiis, each confifling of fix Battalions ^ 
and into two Wings, each conlifting of twelve Batiiilions ; a regulating 
Battalion is named, near which the Commander of ihe line generally 
poRs hJmfelf; all the other Connnandersare with their refpcflive DU 
vifions. 

If it is wiflied, as pointed out in the tliree firft Manoeuvres, to form 
feveral clofe Columns of parts of the fame Line (lee Sedion 190 of 
his Majefty's Re|ulatTons), the Aids de Camp and detached officers 
fhoot along the Line with the Chief's orders to this cfFcfl ; fo that the 
movement is perfectly underftood before it begins. This being done, 
the Commandant of ihc Regulating Battalion, by orders from the 
Chiefj loudly announces on what Company or Divifion each Battalion 
Column is to form ^ the Battalions abng tfie Line inflantly repeat 
the order, and the Brigadiers again loudly announce it, if not im^ 
mediately taken up by ihofe under rheir rcfpe£live commands. Each 
Commandant of a Battalion faces and forms his Divifions on the 
named one, and the whole Line is thrown into twenty-four Bactalion 
Columns. The Regulating Battalion announces the fpecies of Co- 
lumn next to be taken up i this order pafTes as before, and on the 
commands " Face — ^uick Afarc/i,"' alfu paffing, the Battalions, except 
-the one on which each Column is to form, face, and movej thus the 
Line may be thrown into eight Colunvni, each confifting of a Brigade ; 
I into four, each confifting of a Divifion; into two, each confifting of 
|a Wingj or into one, confifting of the whole Line; the Brigadiers 



and fupcrior Officers afling as repeaters and explainers: therefore, 
whether it h a Brigade or a Lfnc, the orders ilfued by the Chief of 
either, as well as the mode of execuiion^ would be ibc fame; and in 
the fame way would the whole again extend into Line, The diftancc 
between the different Columns would prevent the orders communicated 
to the one, being heard by the others, but detached officers carry the 
general inftruftion, and the inftant the commanders of them fee the 
Divifion where the Chief is, or thofe between him and them, face and 
move, they alfo face and move their refpeQive Corps. 

If it is wiftied that a Column fliould take up a new alignment, halt 
Its head, and throw its ror Battalions into it, as exemplified by the 
Fourth Manoeuvre; the Chief direds at what point the head fhall 
enter, and after a given number of Battalions have done fo, he order* 
** Halt,'* this paffes rapidly along the Column, each Biigadier repeat* 
ing, if neceffary; The Chief next orders, ** f^rm m the new Aittn^ 
fflr^ti," this paffcs along the Column as before. The Battalion that 
files, faces and throws out its pivots, by order from its own Com- 
mandant; the leading Company of all the others which have not en- 
tered, is direfled to wheel by its refpeaive Commander; and '* ^iek 
March** pa/Tmg from the Chief, fett the whole who have not enter edp 
in motion. ,*^ , , 

Ff a Line is thrown back on a flank Divifion, as exempufied by the 
Fifth Manceuvre, the General Inftru^ion is announced; the left 
flank Divifion is wheeled back into the new Line^ and each Com* 
mandant wheels his Companies back half the named paces; the gene- 
ral inRruaion to face about pafTes along the Line, the whole face to 
iherear; and on the command, -< iWirrfA," alfo rapidly pa fling, the 
whole ftep off as nearly together as poffiblc; on the fame principles do 
Lines advance, retire,' wheel into Column, change froi>t, &c, &c, fo 
that the orders iffued to a Line of three Battalions, ading by itfelf* 
as exemplified in the Nineteen preceding Manoeuvres, arc the fame 
as thofe that would be iffucd to a Line of any magnitude, and the 
J -g tonnation 
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f^/r$nttion tfl4 cooBs^iAiom of <adi ^r^AvUTn if alio precifely the 

Tbe tUt^l$tifjfn wiMy ^A4kn€f th€ Urpsr rbe h^ij, the fewer and 
mio$€ ismfU <^i' (o ke U^ MaiMrurrcf required t4 tu If^ therefore, 
K»iuiMn were ftiuch U^kii^t^^A U/ m& Ujfeiii^.r in Line* moft evolu- 
U^^m required ^A tS^Au ^u%^% Imt ex^,tft/c4Vi(h/yut t}i« necefftiy of %nj 

Ccvkmf c<>fii^ufikM>/fi iUro^yJi 4^ache4 oftccf %. But it would not 
wife iu bafffe iv t/ufi f^/ fS^it, where the fire of canfioo mod other 
cif/ umAtS90,^ w^jhM UtfAfitre ; '^ the c^^ritrarjr, the Ke|ttUcioos direA, 
doi wfien a9]jr c//ffi|4^ra^ficd ^yr <//mbiiied moremeot ii to be nudei which 
tu{mre% yreri'Aih exfA^ntty/rtf it mud \k c<jmmuuicMied clearljr to the 
iy/mmMn4€r% ^ Oyrjn t^ det4»/Ji«d Officers beiore it can be ordered to 
cz/flameoce^ A IJfte 'A twetdjA'Au 0atulioo%, with their aniiler3r# 
w<Add ouupy near two inile^ ^ the Chief can Icarccijr be at either 



extremitft confeqvently, detached Officert^ if well 
at full gallop, carry hit inftmAiont, in five or fix 
point of thif Line ; even this delay, howeTer» threatcni 
critical fituationt* In proportion, thereforCt to the t^i^ 
muft the latitude of a^fting, in cafes of emergency, be 
fuperior officcri.— From the above, it will appear ctf 
importance it if that Comma ndanci of Battalioitt Ai 
rapidly repeat (he general ini^rudion* but that they 
annotioce it. No interior arrangement of their o 
for a moment^ to interfere in this great point* If 
of the Line, ihejr move in unifon with the Infaotrf .^ 
of the fecond Lme, after every movementt places it 
tive pofitioni with regard to the firft Line* that h faii 
ment commenced. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



On Encampffffni4. 

J\fL\llKSf when tfie %f^^pund wiil ndm't% ew;m>p in tfieir natural 
Cf der ^/f bat tie* ^fid frontif$g t/^war dt the Kstewj, 

The ffUt'foAif Of pS'|U^t ^A an umy, {uw^ all f}}e avenoet and 
apprf/j4>Ki to the i^ttny ; tfieir iuu^ta ntn^yre t^/ pye fJ^e alarm^ than 
tif make rehtt^tKe , tnty sie ^^,rk^,r^lj b^raf iu whm attacked^ but 
flK/'ild alway* ufe ibeir fire bvf'/f*: falJjn;; W,k* 

It will ffitMtiti>e% *MXUt in dtfrttL^e y/*^y/uf^ *?>at y^ffknhr ap- 
proecliet are Uj he m^inVtiruA to tit€ ^tt^A^^ 'lu fuel; <afet t>ie Officeri 
comtmnding them fliould kryjw the iwy/$UASKJC vf ^Jae^r p^^fia, and aid 
fliould not be d^r oC 

On Dtfenfict Optraii^mM. 

It will (eldom r^ccur f har two arriii^ '.ip^^iM ^ ^ach o^her can both 
fhnd it ib^ir natural interred: to a€t oo i^^ie vAmifcir^; when this does 
»«en, a baf lie f'>on de/ i'Je* who bat «^>e bcn^ f ijjlr 
ery General wifliet to »A c/» th€ ^JhnA^t ^mimt^ dfcnmfiMncei 



warrant his doing fo; the dcfenfive bodf, 
forcements or good fortune^ fuperior to ' 
the oflFenfive, upon the fame prinqjple 
the weaker. 

Young troops are better calculated 
rations ; if a battle is to be fbughr» th 
wait to be attacked. 

Offenfive operations require ardour ai 
colledted courage. 

Colle£lion in danger can fcarcely be 
foldier and a young one arc equaUy 
former has, from habit, all hh \sht 
not. 

Generally fpeaking, the army aAm^e»4 
iti Commander wanting confidence « Ift 
battle altogether* or endeavours^ hj m 
difjMtrity of numbers. 

Though generally on the defenfire, 
body ihould avail himfelf vrith 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



formation aad conflrufitton of each evolution is alfo precifely the 
fame. 

The Regulations wifcijr ohfcnrc, the larger the body, the fewer and 
more Cmpte ought to be the Manoeuvre* required of it* If^ therefore, 
Battalions were much habituated to aft cogelher in Line, nioft evolu- 
tions required of them might be executed without the neceflity of any 
previous communication througli detached officers. But it would not 
be wife in battle to irull to this, where the fire of cannon and other 
circumftances would interfere ; on thcconiraryt the Regulations direft, 
that when any complicated or combined movement i% to be made, which 
requires previous explanation, it mufl he communicated clearly to the 
Commanders of Corps by detached OiBcer*;, before it can be ordered to 
commence* A Line of twenty-four Battalions, with ihfir artillery, 
would occupy near two miles ; the Chief can fcarccly be at eiihcr 



extremity, confequently, detached Officers, if well mounted, would, 
at full gallop, carry his inftru£lions, in five or fix minutes, to any 
point of this Line; even this delay, however, threatens dcftrudlion in 
critical fituations. In proportion^ therefore, to the extenc of the line, 
muft the latitude of afting* in cafes of emergency, be extended to the 
fupcrior officers. — From the above, it will appear of what tnfinire 
importance it is that Commandants of Battalions fliould not only 
rapidly repeat the general inftruftion, but that they fhould alfo loudly 
announce it. No mtcrior arrangement of their own Batt^lioa ougbi, 
for a moment, to interfere in this great point. If Cavalry form a part 
of the Line, ihey move in unifon with the Infantry- The Comnoander 
of the fecond Line, after every movement, places it in the lame rcla" 
tive pofition, with regard to the firfl LinC| that it had before the move 
mcnt commenced. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



On Encampments. 

XxRMIES, %vhen the ground will admit, encamp in their natural 
order of battle, and fronting towards the enemy. 

The out'pofls, or piquci?i of an army, guard all the avenues and 
approaches to ihc camp; their intent is more to give the alarm, than 
to make refiftancc; they arc generally beat in when attacked, hut 
ihoisid always ufe their fire before fatting hack. 

It will fomctimes occur in dcfenfive pofnions, that particular ap- 
proaches arc to be maintained to the uimofli in fuch cafes the Officers 
commanding them fhould know tJic importance of their pofis, and aid 
ibouM not be far off. 

On Dvfenjive Operations. 

It will feldom occur that two armies oppofed to each other can both 
find it their natural tnrercft to a£t on the otFenfive; when this does 
hsppen* a battle foon decides who has the better right, 

JEvery General wiflics to aft oa the offcnfive when circumflances 



warrant his doing fo ; the defenCve body, if it feels itfclfp by remJ 
forcemcnts or good fortune, fuperior to its adverfary, begins to affboii' 
the offensive, upon the fame principle that the flronger animal ittacb 
the weaker. 

Young troops are better calculated for offenfive than defenfivc ope- 
rations \ if a battle is to be fought, they had better make the aCaulttluit 
wait to be attacked. 

OfFenfive operations require ardour and valour; defenfiYe ones, cool 
colledled courage, 

Collefiion in danger can fcarcely be acquired but by habit ; an oU 
foldier and a young one are equally brave; the didercncc is, tiie 
former has, from habit, all his wits about him in danger^ the tmtter Ii» 
not. 

Generally fpeaking, the army aifting on the dcfenCvc \% ihc weilter; 
its Commander wanting confidence in hts ftrength, either avoids a 
battle altogether, or endeavours, by aid of ground, to make amends fix 
difparity of numbers* 

Though generally on the defenfivc, the Commander of the weaker 
body ihould avail himfelf with energy of any mi (lakes comoiimJ 
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by hts aJverfary, and become for the lime ilic aflailant; otherwlfe ilie 
defctiGvc lyftem mtifl ever prove a ruinous otic : ii is like rhe man who 
waits ro be fli uck before he il flrikc, and when he does receive the blow 
it perhaps knocks him down. 

If he means to avoid a general aftion altogether, the defcnfive 
Commander should always threaten, always excite dehy, always attack 
when a partial opporiunity ofiVrs, but when ftrongly prefled fhould 
always retire* 

When an enemy advances into a countrVi divifiom of troops (hould 
pafs in his rear, attack his convoys, and cut off his communications 
with his f applies. 

The rearof a column is its weak point; attacks on this quarter excite 
more delav, and arc more dangerous than thofc made on the front ; — If 
the front i$ attacked, the general preffurc forward of the component 
parts foon gives relief: but if the rear is affailed^ it can only be fupported 
by a retrograde movement j and a lloppage of the whole body is the 
i^fual confequence. 

In the defcnfivc fyftenit if a battle is to be avoided, ground muft be 
facrificed ; and what Is worfc, the enemy, by advaticing upon fome 
vital point, may produce the necelTay of risking a battlcj or of fub- 
inining to confcquenccs almofl as difaltrous ai the lofs of one i in this 
cafe the chance of war ihould be tried. 

Whether he medns to avoid a general battle altogether or not, the 
defcnfive Commander ftiould fclzc upon the llrong features of ihc 
country, fuch as the banks of deep rivers, ridges of mountains, defiles, 
fwamps, forclls, woods, &c* and as he is beat from one ihould fall 
back on another. 

In the choice of pofitlons* if the defenfive body can place a river in 
its front, whofe flream is deep and banks are high, the aflailants muft 
find confiderable difficulty in palling to the attack, from the rifle of 
being fallen upon in the a^Sl of c rolling. In the choice of other 
pofitions, the flanks are principally looked to j if thefc cannot be turned 
or attacked, a larger front than the one occupied by the defenders, 
cannot be employed with advantage againrt them, 

Wlien the ground along the front of a pohiion is broken, it adds to 
the ftrength ; for the enemy mufl either attack in Column fubjed to 
^nhlade; or, if he attacks in Line, that Line cannot be a compact 
one. 

De&lcs^ through ridges of mountains, afford ftrong pofitions, and 
add greatly to the ftrength of a country ; tlvcy are difficult to be car- 
ried, and Bill more dangerous to be left hthind by an invading enemy* 

Of all pofitions thofe moft difficult of attack aie f\ich as have only 
a few narrow approaches, where the defending Genera^ knowing the 
exa£l points he can beaffailcd in, gives up his whole, invention to their 
defence: fuch politions are fometlmcs fomid behind broad rivers^ where 



the line of defence is ftiort, the ftrcam rapid, and the banks rocky and 
high ; they are alfo found among hfgh and mountainous countries, and 
not unfrequcntly in low fwampy ones; the annak of the world, how- 
ever, tell us, there can fcarcely be a pofiiion fo ftroag thai may not he 
forced; two great objefls are, therefore, to be confidered in their 
choice; thefc are> defence agaiivft an enemy and a retreat iii cafe of 
need. 

When a pofition is firfl occupied, the pioneers fhould open regular 
communications with the rtjads by which the army would naturally wi(h 
to retreat; and if this cannot be done the pofition is not a fafc one. 

In the choice of poh lions a reference muft be had to the objects of 
the campaign, to cover the country, to cover fupplies, to keep open a 
communication with other bodies ading in concert, &c. 

Where a pofition is taken up, the troops occupy it in one or more 
lineip according to the nature of the attack, for in this formation tlicy can 
throw moft fire upon their enemy, and receive leaft damage from his. 

When a defenlive pofition is taken up, the Line will more generally 
be curved than ftraight, that it may follow and embrace the (liength of 
the ground. 

The flanks of a Line are its weak points, and in a defcnfive pofition 
ibould always be well covered. 

If a defcnfive pofition, in fbttowing the ftrength of the ground, forms 
an angle falient or projefling towards the enemv, it is a weak point, 
and J unlefs nature has prcvioufly done fo> ftiould be ftrengihened, 

A defcnfive Commander fliould ftudy thofe parts of his [xjfition moft 
fatal to him if carried by an enemy, and provide, as far as [loffible, 
againft the evil ; for, oiherwife, in one or more of them mufl he expert 
to be aCTaiied, if oppofed by a man of fcience. 

When it k difcovered upon what wing an enemy prclTcs, a flank at- 
tack on that fide ought to be expcAedi and provided ag.iinll if polfible; 
where great fuperiority of numbers is againll the defenders, they muft 
look to be prefltd at all points* 

To nothing does the bundle of Aicks, m the fablei more forcibly 
apply, than war: — logeiher we arc ftrong, apart we are weak; this 
principle is known to ail profellional men, and yet, perhaps, to a failure 
in applying it, may be attributed more mifchicf than to any ctrcum« 
ftance in the whole circle of military events. 

Though cKtcnlion is generally dangerous againft an enemy who re- 
mains in a concentrated ftate, and ought to be made with the utmoft 
caution and forefight, yet the component parts of Iiotlile armies can 
fcarcely refcmbic each other ib minutely, as to make it thtir reciprocal 
intereft to purfuc a fimilar condmSl : if it is ihe intercft of the one to 
concentrate, ic will generally be the intereft of the othcrt by gradually 
detaching, to draw its adverfary, if pofliblc^ into cxtcnfion : the time 
and moda of doing it| are what dcmonftratc the ability of a General* 

When 
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When the Bimlions of >it Army arc totally routed, and fly on all 
Mm^ without order or cooncQian, it is cvjdcmljr the intcreft of their 
epiMUiciif to eiaendf for thus wiU he pu(h them to the utmont and ecn- 
bcace at once a variety of objedlji; to each of which his whole collcc- 
liire power II wnnccciTiry ; it is equally evident, that if his en«^:iiJes 
begin igain to gather ftrength, he ought proportion ably to concentrate. 

When armtet aretquai in numbcrsp the lighter and more aflive body 
will alwafi derive adirantage from extcnlioo, if they can draw their 
idvetfary ima a ftmihir politico^ for, whcti an opening offers, they 
will more rapidly concentrate a ftroag force upon a weak point than 
be caiw 

If cavalry arc employed againil infantry » it Is the intercft of the in* 
fantry to keep together^ whitft the cavalry flioiild endeavour, hy a pre- 
datory warfare, lo draw them into cxtcufjon, from the facility with 
which they might afterwardii rontrafl their whole force upon any po- 
Jition of their enemy, before aid could reach it* 

If troops arc of the fame defcriptiont extenfion can fcarcely be the 
bterefl of ihe fmaller numbers. 

Generally fpeakiug, no dcfcnfivc portion can be a good one which 
requires much exteniion of the troops i fuch a pofnion may be occu- 
pied from neccfhty, bui feldom ought to be from choice* 

An CMteoded pofuion may appear ftrong from its natural defences, 
hut numhers will ufaally furmount fuch ohftaclcs. The enemy, 
whilft he feigns an attack on all points, brings a powerful force on one, 
affi (lance comes loo btc^ — he overpowers this one before the others can 
give their aid. This is the drawback to all politiom behind rivers* 
where the banks to be defended arc extensive, and to all lines of de- 
fence and CDrdons, where the fpace to be covered greatly exceeds the 
concenirated front of the dctendtng body : the enemyj by threatening 
more points than one, draws them from ncce*lity into extenfion, and 
concentrating t fliong impetus upon one point, tliat point gives way be- 
fore him. 

As already obfcrved, extenfion in a deftnfivc flatc, may he impelled 
upon us from neccflity, hut fe^dom ought to be the refult of choice ; it 
does not however appear, that a defending General can prevent it| if re- 
quired to cover a given Line of much greater length than his own front 
ocoipies in a concentrated ftate. An adverfarv is cither fupcrior fn 
force, or he ha» no right to think of invafion : if fuperior in force, he 
detaches a fmall part of this force, which threatens to penetrate the 
given Line by another route; the defending General muft detach 
to counierafl this threat, or it will aduallv be put in execution; ano- 
ther detachtncnt is rnade^ and another mud be fent to counterafl it ; 
thus extenfifjn takes place, from policy on the one iide, and ncccffity 
on the other. 

When neighbour tag kingdoms draw togetlier hoftilc armies on their 



frontiers, how far the one acting on the defenGve ought, in poltcy, to 
cover a long extended Line by fplitting its forces into diviGoiUi at a 
diltance from each other, becaufe its adverfary ihreatrns more poblx 
than one ; or how far the country at brge might not be more fccurdy 
covered, even if he does fo threaten, by keeping one cooccntraied 
force ready to a£t upon any point, though partial inroads fbould be the 
confequence, arc queftions not eafdy deicrmined : but cenainly, if ft 
could be avoided, fplhting into divisions at a dijlaoce from each o(lier| 
fcems very ruinous to the inferior body. 

The power of armies does not increafc in the ratio of noiiierical 6* 
gures, the greater the body colleded together, the greater difficulty of 
combining its efforts with proportionate cffcft, Conccnrraic 66^000 
men in a ftrong pofition, and they have not much to fear from 8o,0C0; 
for the ground fights with them ; and wherever the main prcflTure fills, 
aid is at hand ; but if 60,000 men are fplit into various divifions^ at 1 
diilance from one another, on a long extended Line ; their adverCirf 
who has 8o,oao» can afford equal numbers 10 counteraA each ; wlu^ 
taking ftrong defenfive pofitions, cannot be attacked with reiilaiiablc 
hopes of fuccefs by their immediate opponents : after all this he Ins Kfl 
a referve of 20,000, to throw upon anv point of the whole Line, in ceo- 
junction with thofc before oppofed to this point, and wherever he throws 
this preponderance of force, he naturallv looks to be fuccebful, for ail 
is at a diflance from thofe it falls on : 1/ the iaferior bodf only cteocto 
in the ratio of its original ftrength, that is, as three is to four, 



would be nearly where they were; fuppofing their opponent fool enovgh 
to allow ihem to remain fo, but he will i3i€t otherwife, he will fudddliy 
concentrate upon one point fix or feven to every three, before there il 
time or intelligence to counterafl him, and yet leave his remaining f> 
fittons equal numbers to defend thcmfelves; if the dcfenfive both at- 
tempts to do the fame, they may draw together upon one point tut^ 
fcvcn to his three; but in doing this, they muft leave their other poS* 
tions only at the rate of two to four ; fo that wbib they beat bta a 
one pointy he may beat them on all the others. 

In arranging his force, the defcnfive General ought to pay doe Mm" 
tion lo their different orders ; the cavalry are drawti up wbere fkt 
ground is open, hard^ and bed calculated for them to aS, either in ai4* 
ing the infantry, by afudden attack, in feizing the advintage if ibecfiC* 
my is repulfed, or m covering the retreat if he proves fuccefsftiL 

When cavalry is inferior in numbers to the cavalt^ of aji eotmf^ 
they Should be fupportcd by the fire of infantry and artillery. 

The Battalion guns, in battle, are with their different corps, afl tV 
others arc placed in commanding pofitions, or held in referve taaA 
upon any point that may require their fupport* 

The artillery, in commanding pofi tions, and particulatiy M i^ 
flanksi flioutd be covered by ftcady troops* T!ic woadi mi 
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inebrcd parts of 9. pofiuotii are lined with rifle ni^a and iharp 
(hooters. 

A rcfcrve of choice troops ought to be kept in a central poGtion, 
ready to aid any point that is prtlTed ; and an cafy comtnunication made 
between tbc various parts of the pofition* fo that aid may readily circu- 
late from one to another. 

The Generals, before a battle^ arc intruded by what routes they 
are to carry off their divifions In cafe of difailer, and where the whole 
are again to reaffbmblc. 

In proportion to the obflinacy of the defence, is the difficulty of 
carrymg off the troops increafed: a Cammander, after he begini to 
defpair of fuccefs, will be guided in this obAinacy by the value an- 
nexed to bis pofition, and the confequence that will follow its 
lofs. 

Generally fpeaking, a retreat lliould be ordered wbilft there are rea- 
fonablc hopes of making it ctte<Saal ; but no pofjtion ihould be lightly 
given up; for the name of defeat operates ftrongly on the minds of the 
troops. 

On the approach of an enemy againft a po(i<ion» every exertion is 
made to dlfcover his intentions, and as fooii as it is after cained upon 
what pariicular part be chiefly aims, the refcrve ufualty moves to this 
part. 

When an cncmy^s dcfigns arc completelv underftood, fometimes 
even portions of the firft Line are wcakcnca, to reinforce the points 
attacked, to take in flank the enemy, or to recover pofts that are Joil. 

Whether the enemy advances to the attack in Line, or, from the 
nature of the ground, comes on in Column, the moft inceflant fire is 
kept up upon him: if in column, much exertion ftould be ufed in 
bringing as many cannon as poflible to enfilade their advance, and to 
excite a crofs fire ; in thir., as. well as other emergencies, the flying ar- 
tillery would be particularly ufefuh 

When the Columnii of an Enemy advance to an attack, any fuddcn 
movement threatening ihcir flanks, would have a very happy etfcd: 
the defending body fhould not confider itlclf altogether fixed to its po- 
Hcion, but if, by throwing forward one part, or changing another, it is 
hoped to difconcert the enemy» thefe fliould be attempted: if the de- 
fenders remain always paffive, they will generallv he worfted ; it is fud- 
den and unexpefied changes that derange the plans of an enemy, put 
him to his fliifts, and ufually lead to bis difcomflture : it is in this way 
that the great warriors of the earth have always conquered^ New 
ideas, planned with ability, and executed with promptitude, ufually 
fucceed ; it is like a rencounter with a left-handed man, we are unac- 

Iquiinted with his thru lis, and arc therefore run through the body, 
Ifapartof a poljtion is overpowered, it maybe thrown back to 
another, but every exertion fhould be ufed before the firll facri- 
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ficc is made, for that elates the cntmyH troops and depreflcs your 
own. 

If a portion of a pofition is to be thrown back, and the ground it 
open, it had hell be done in echellon of companies; if the ground is 
broken, woody, or inclofed^ Battalion Columns will anfwer better* 

When an enemy attacks the left of a poGtion with vigour, his own 
left Will ufually be his weak point; and where a forward movement, if 
it could be made, would annoy him moft; the fame rule applies to the 
right} but if his attack is without vigour, his main exertion maybe 
looked for on the other fide. 

Attacks on the flanks call for attention before all others, for they are 
vital parts in all pofltions. 

To go into all the details of defence is impoffibtc, for thefe muft ever 
depend on ground, and a variety of other circumflances, among which 
accident has no fmall (hare. 

On Offenjive Operations^ and Attacks. 

When an invading General has affcrablcd his forces on the frontier of 
his enemies, the fooner he brings them to a battle the better, for he is 
then at the fummit of his ftrength ; as he advances this Arength will di- 
minifli, whilft theirs will increafc by falling back* 

The General on the offcnftve, at the opening of a campaign, has 
ufually two objeds in view; the flrfV, to beat his adverfary ; the fe- 
cond, to invade a province, to poffcfs himfelf of a city, to open a com- 
munication with fotne other army, &c, ; by pointinf^ at his fecond he 
generally brings about bit firfl, for the army on the defenfive, unwilling 
that he (hould gain this fecond obje£^, pofls itfclf in his way, and thus a 
battle is produced. 

If the defending General has the choice of his pofltion, the one afi- 
ingon the offenfive has within his power both the time and the mode 
of attacking it. 

If a General, on the offenfive manages with fagacity, he may often 
not only commence his attack at an unexpefSed hour, but may contrive 
to bring a flrong force on a weak point. 

When we read of attacks all along a Line, we are not to fnppcfe that 
all thefe arc made with equal vigour, at leafl, when the armies are any 
way equal in point of numbers ; for this would be giving up one of the 
main advantages appertaining to the aflTailants, that of bringtug a fupe-^ 
rior force npon one point. They attack all along the Line to deceive 
the enemy, to keep him doubtful as to the main objects, and, of courfc, 
to prevent him reinforcing thofe objcifts ; part of thefe attacks ought to 
be made as feints, that the greater force may be fpared topnthiho 
others with all the advantage of fuperior numbers. 

There ihould, generally, be more than one real attack, if made 
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in Colufnn, for accident will often derange the beft laid plan ; and thofe 
attacks meant chiefly to deceive, fhould alfo be inflry^tcd to take «id- 
Tanta^e of the enemy » if f hey find him off hii guard. 

In tormiti'j for the attatk, the light tioops and cavalry are fcot for- 
ward, to hide, as far as priflihlc, the formntinns from the enemy, and every 
trtince HiouUl be tifed to prevent him from getting at your intent irjns^ 

The Gcncriil in Chict has ufually formed his plan from prior obferv- 
ation or intelltgejice ; butt ^s he approachci, if he fees grounds for 
chan^Sf he makes cl}em> 

Tfie inrtant a pl.m is determined on* the more rapid the execution^ 
confiflent withfcrence, the more certain the fucccfs. 

Arracks mjde in Column, have ihc advantage of rapid execution ; 
the plan h no fponer fixed iharj they can move lor ward io the attack. 

Kxlenhon into Line requirrji dul^y, and whether made by deployment, 
or the open Oduuiii) the enemy will generally perceive its dire^ionr 
and pieparc actordingly* 

If dehy is tfiediawback of attacking in Line, stcacki !n Column have^ 
at Icafi, a grcjitPi one ; and th.ii is, the cnhlade and crofs fire, both of 
mufketry ar^d caimon, to which they w^juld be expofed, were they to 
advance on the plain againft regular troops, well fupporfed hy artiUciy. 

Maui fold att£ the in<lance<i in the late war wficre the flrongeil in- 
trcnchments, lined whh muiketry and cannon, have been pierced by 
the head* ol C<4umni, ;ind tlic detVndcrs of thcfe intrenchments every ' 
where routed* in fpltc of both enfilade and crofs tire* If manifold arc 
tbe examples of J nth a nature^ it may reafonably be argued, why 
fiiQuld not attackf in Column be made, and why not prove equally 
fucicbful apainrt a Line on the open plain who arc not defended by 
any inticiicbmetits; the reafons arc, iJiat thofe who defend intreach- 
mtnis arc felilom fo conipaflly formed as i^ a regular Line; that they 
arc /generally the few againft the many; that ihey arc not fo well 
placcjd foi avaihiig tbeinfelves of a counter movement on the flanks 
of the Columnfi iriat. though it may not fir ike at firiVj yet there is no 
htuaiion where fo terrible an en h lade and crofs hrc can be opened as 
upon a plain; thut in deh)e&^ and in broken, high, and irregular fitua- 
tioii^, where intrenchmcnts arc generally met witli, as commanding 
|Xtfic9 and roadit, the iinevennrfs of the ground greatly covers the affaif- 
am? from the cra£t hre and cntibde of the tmrenchmcnts; that their 
(eaclers naturally avail ihcmiclvei otf fucli drcumftances; that if rc- 
fiulfetl^ the coyncry aflx>rd« conflant poft$ to cover their retreat, nor 
ran the tire of iheencmy^ who muft purfue in Column, he very heavy ; 
that cavalry cannot act; ihat^ on the other hand, were Columns 
repuirciinil a plain, by a regular Line, they would have no pofitions 
to cover their retreat ^ tliat fmm their formation iliey would have little 
or no fife to nrotefl themt whiltl ihcy would be fubjeft to a heavy one 
(tarn ihcir advaticing enemies; that ihcy would be cue in upon by ihe 
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Cavalry; and laftly, that even where fuch an attempt proved fucctMul^ 
it mufti probably, be a dear bought vi£iory : till pofttive experience 
fliall dcmohHratc the contrary, where tfoops can afl m Line, it is, m 
attacki as well as in defence, the fafeft of all formations; it is, at be- 
fore obferved, the one in which moll fire can be thrown upon an coe» 
mv* and Ic-aft damage received from his. 

The preceding details, from his iVJajcfly*s Regulations, give Lines 
calculated for almoft every exigency of attack or defence. 

The nature of the ground will feldom admit of a whole army aSJng 
in Line, a part may he advancing on one point in Line whil ft another 
nffails the enemy in Column, and the fuccefsof fuch atta^cks in Columo, 
fometimes become the fignal for the Line to advance. 

In a battle^ we frequently find the fame party a«5ling both on the 
offcnfive ^nd defenfive ; if the affailants have carried a point of con- 
fequcnce, they are frequently vtgoroufly attacked by the other in the 
hope of regaining what is loft ; who become, for the time, the affaiU 
anfs> whilll In another part of the aftion they are thinking of noihtog 
but defence* 

In all attacks, whether made in Line or Column, turning or takm^^ 
the enemy in flank, at the fame time that he is engaged in front, is thc^ 
main objefl i if, from the nature of his pofition, this caHQot be made 
out in Line, Column mufl be rcfortcd to. ^ 

An army, whofc numbers are nearly equal with its adveriarf, caiifl 
feldom venture a ferious attack upon both flanks* from the rifle of fcpa- 
rating its efforts too much, and weakening their powers, but wbca 
fupertority of numbers admits, this may be done with much etfc£t 

It is feldom that both flanks can be fo fecured but that one or other 
may be turned: if a Column turns an enemy's left, it fliould lead widi 
the right ; and if it turns his rigfit, it ftiould lead with the left, for Ah 
will keep the pivot flank towards him. 

The flanks of armies are ufually covered by heights, woods, foctfis, 
fwampSf lakes, rivers, intrenched villages, fortihed tdwns^ cw other 
(Irong holds: the objed of the affailants is, to get poffeflion of i^ 
and from thence to open an enfilade upon the enemy^ in unn 
the fire in front, or to attack with the bayonet, if circutnftattcestcqiinT 
itj whilft the refidue of the Column cKtends upon his rear. 

Nothing intimidates an enemy more> or induces him fooncr to rdifl* 
quifli his pofitron, than a movement upon his rear, for he thui J«f 
himfelf in rifk, not merely of defeat, but utter deft raft ion : the cxte?>* 
(Ion, however, in his rear fhould not be made too rapidly, ihif the 
polition gained upon his flank may be infured ; if he has the o^iIIttti '^ 
to maintain his ground* he may, by drawing aid from other p- 
Linc* regain the pofition on his flank, and beat off the front a;,*v- . 
which calci the Column in his rear, if too far advanced, wooMhe de- 
ft roved, 
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It is ftldom that the flank of a pcfted army is open to ah attack in Line^ 
the heigbt«^, rntrenched village, or whatever covers tt» muft, m fuch cafe, 
be attacked in Column ; and in all fuch attacks, ciofe order, with the files 
loofcned, or quarter diftance, are prefcfabk to open order, as having a 
greater impetus. 

Unfortunately, writers on campaigns feldom go ^jfEctently into the 
minutise; we are told, fuch an army was attacked in front, whilft another 
portion of the enemy fell upon its fiank; this will do very well for the 
individual who wiihes merely to gain information on the leading points of 
the campaign, and on the general caufc <if fuccefs or difcomfittirc» but the 
executive or fubordinate officer wiihcs to know morc» he wants toafcertam 
the nature of the ground; whether the attack was in Column or in Line, 
whether the Columns were at clofeor open order^ and the reafons: more 
general information than this may fitisfy the mind and make us imagine we 
nave gained great profefTional knowledge, but if reduced to the ne«ffity of 
putting this knowledge in praflice, wc fhouid foon find that grcS things 
depend on fmall ones, and that, from not knowing thofe fmall onesj we 
might as well know nothing. 

Flank attacks aJmoft conftantly combine with Front ones. 

On Attachs where Line cannot aB. 

If the pofition of an enemy cannot be aflailed in Line, the Columns 
compofing the front attack, as they approach it> take clofe order, or quarter 
diftance; they ooght to be previoufly inftrufled at what particufar parts of 
the enemy's pofieion they are to attempt lo penetrate, and how they are 
afterwards to co-operate with each other. 

Artillery, if the nature of an attack will admits arc drawn out in the 
intermediaie dtftances between the Columns, and keep a conllant fire on 
the enemy, as long as it can be done with fafety to their own people. 

Columns, advancing to an attack, move on without firings tili in contad 
with the enemy. 

If Columns, in advancing to an attack, have energy fufficient to fuftain 
the fire of their opponents, the front company of each, fo foon as it comes in 
conta£l with the enemy's pofition, gives a fire, and ruihes forward with its 
bayonets, or does fo without firing. 

If, by deep intrenclvmcnts or other impediments, an enemy has rendered 
it Impracticable for the leading companies of afiailrng Columns to penetrate 
hts works, they, from neceflity, attempt to extend themfelves to right ^ni 
left, and commence a fire to keep down that of their opponents, whilft the 
refidue, fiill moving on, endeavour to force their way in by means of Ihort 
ladders or other aids. 

It is very evident that a ftrug^le on the entrenchments of an enemy cannot 
laft long, from the deftru^ive hrc to which the aiTailants are expo fed, and if 
fuccefs feems not attainable^ the Commanding Officer orders the Column to 



fece about and retire: or, perhaps, before this happens, the front compa- 
nies, getting into confufion, begin to crowd backwards along the flanks. 
If the obje(5t appears attainable, though the troops in front have become 
panic 11 ruck and given way, frcfll troops are brought up from the rear, and 
another eflay madej but if no hopes of fuccefs remain, portions on the 
flanks are feized to cover what is now the rear of the retiring Column, 
left the enemy (bauld fally and attack in ttirni thcfc pofitions arc evacuated 
and others taken as the Column recedes. 

If, in an attack in Column, a repulfe has been general, the diff"erent 
divifions move to the rear till they pafs the refer ve or fecond Line, poftcd at 
the commencement of the action, behind which they form or a«5i as may be 
dirc<5ted. 

1 hough one or two Columns, in an attack, may be difcomfited. If others 
are fuccc^ful, generally fpeaking, the objefl will be gained j the inftantany 
of thenj get within the enemy *s works, they wheel their heads to right or left, 
as has before been arranged, and fweep the intermediate fpace between them 
and the ntxr attack, thus facilitating the entrance of the other Columns- 

If, in an attack, the previous arrangement is to wheel to the right, the 
Columns ought to lead with their right in front; if to the left, that flank 
oughj to precede, for thus, when within the enemy's poHtioni they will 
throw their pivot flanks on that fide towards which he muft from neceflity 
retire. 

Was the cotintry immediately behind a pofition carried, in Column, to 
become open, and the enemy retiring in tolerable order and reinforced was 
again to Qiew himfelf in line of battle on the plain, the aflailing Columns 
ought alfo to extend into Line before advancing, and the rcferve or fecond 
Line would be ordered to move forward* 

So foon as it is afcei tained that an enemy is completely driven from his 
pofiuon and In full retreat, meafurcs are taken to turn the advantage to the 
beft account, by falling upon fome of the retiring Columns: part of the 
conquerors aflail their rear, and thus excite delay, whilft the refidue, pene- 
trating by other routes, endeavour to cut oflF the retreat of thofe that arc 
mo ft expofed. 

If a retiring Column is aflailcd in the rear, and finds that the enemy has, 
by another route, gained a ftrong pofition in its front, cutting or interfer- 
ing its Line of reireat, the fituatton of this column is evidently defperate, 
and to furrender, or to be totally defeated and dlfperfed is the nataral con- 
fcquence; it is in this way that we are chiefly to account for the multitude 
of prifoncrs which fometimes fall into the hands of the victor. 

On Jilavks in the Open Plain, 

As the furface of Europe, In all probability, is gradually becoming more 

inclofed and interfetaed, by the induftry of its inhabitants, attacks in war 

muft be gradually verging from Line into Column » in this view of the 

K matter. 
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fccond Line» which *n turn, as before explained^ retires through it; a retreat 
)s thus tfte£lcd» till fome ftrong pofidon enables the retiring bodies to ftand 
their ground, or till night, or other circumftances, allow of their breaking 
into Column and moving ofE 

Whether a battle is fought in a clofe or open ground, the face of Europe 
will feldom admit of a long retreat In Line^ Column muft therefore be 
rcforted to. 

When Columns retire before an enemy, the bridges are broken down, 
the trees are felled acrofs the roads, and cverv obftruition raifed which can 
delay his progrefs j in this, as in every other inftance, the defenfive body 
Ibould not be too paffive; the more ihey give way, the bolder will be their 
adverfary; whenever opportunity offers, choice troops ftiould be ftationcd 
to fall upon the advanced parties of the aflailantsj but fuccefs, if fuch h 
the refult, (hould not be pulbed too far, for this will delay their friends, 
whilJi the conflant preffure forward of aid to the enemy, will foon enable 
bim to re-aflume the offcnfive. 

If a Column, retiring before an enemy, finds all endeavours to delay his 
progrefs abortive, and that another hoftile Column threatens ie in front, 
fo as to dcftroy all hope of retreat in body, there appears no alternative but 
lo abandon the artillery, and endeavour, by means of bye-roads, to carry off 
the troops. 

When the operations of two hoftile armies are detailed, it pretty nearly 
points out what occurs, be the forces ever fo numerous. 

When great States go to war, the means become multiplied ; the line of 
defence more extenfive, the troops employed on it more numerous, and the 
military operations more complex ; but the principles of a6tiQn remain the 
fame* 

Some portions of every State, from the rugged and natural ftrength of 
their furface, hold out little inducements to invafion; whilft others, more 
acccffible, invite it: by fuch confideratlons, and their political confequence, 
if conquered t arc the leading objedtsof campaigns determined on* 

When a State traces out a line which it determines to defend, the exaft 
boundary between the hoftile countries is not always followed, but this line 
k chofen for its dcfentive powers, fuch as the banks of large rivers, fortihed 
towns, defiles, mountains, forefts, fwamps j when thefe do not occur, diftrlif^ts 
are fometimcs facrificed, that the line may pafs through others more 
ctefenfible* 

In the commencemem of a campaign, both fides are pretty much concen* 
-trated ; to which ever part of the Line the invader points, the defenders draw 
their forces, and turn its natural or artificial ftrength to their account: the 
invading General, unwilling to attack them in their forCiBed and concen- 
trated ftatc, fpreads upon their flanks; thus extenfion begins, and we have 
afterwards, in various inflances during the late war on the Continent, fcen 
fuch extenfton purfued, till neutral ground, or the impedimems of nature, 
have fct a boundary to its progrefs^ 



However nomerotjs may be the armies or dlvifionsof troops which cover 
the frontier of a country, it is evident that this general line, or chain of 
force ought to have ftrong poftttons to reft its flanks on, and if turned, that 
it fufFers nearly the fame inconvenience, and finds a change of lituatioii 
equally neceffary with the fingle army* 

If a general chain of pofts is forced in the center, the facrifice of ground 
will be greater than when a flank falls back ; but it is gained with greater 
riOc and retained with greater difficulty. 

In attacks on a long and extenfive range of pofitionSp the fame principle 
guides as in the attack of the fingle body, the objeft is to bring a powerful 
impetus on one or more points, and, if poflible, to fall upon thefe points in 
a double dircdtioii, whilft the other pofuions are threatened or amufed^ to 
prevent them from fending aid. 

When a line of defence is forced and falls back, fortified towns become 
uncovered; thefe, according to old ufage, were befiegcd before a farther 
advance was attempted ; during the late war, however, we have obfcrved 
them left in the rear, with a force fufficicnt to fhut up their garrifons; and, 
deftitute of provifions, we have afterwards found them falling into the hands 
of the invader, without firing a fliot. 

When a line of defence is forced, new pofitions are taken by the defenders^ 
which, in turn, are forced as before; fo have we feen the tide of fortune 
flow forward on the fide of the invaders, till fome untoward circumftance 
has rolled it back more rapidly than it advanced, or tilt a cefiation of arms 
has put a ftop to its iarther progrefs. 

When we find a line of defence, or cordon, fkirting the banks of riverSf 
from their mouths to their fource, pafiing over ridges of mountains, and 
embracing fortified towns in its pafiage, our fenfes tell us, that, except where 
the Chief happens to be^ the executive command, in battle, muft, in a grcatf 
meafurc, depend on the commanders under him. 

If a portion of a long extended line or chain of pofitions Is forced, both 
fides will naturally, in the fir ft inftance, concentrate towards that point, the 
one to regain what is loft, the other lo keep what is gained, and thus matters 
of greater importance arc frequently produced. 

In general battles between great and powerful armies, particularly 
where the efforts of the component parts are much extended, one wing 
may be vit^orious whilft the other is overthrown; in fuch caies, the army 
which retains the beft pofition for renewing the battle, will, ufually in the 
femiel, remain mafter of the field, though, in other refpcds, it may hava 
fuffercd moft. ^ 



On the Column of Route. 

Generally fpeaking, all diftani marches are made in open columti of 
companieSt 

K % Whm 
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When Columm, moving by different routes, arc to ilk in concert, in 
okulating u what f>crio<l each ought to reach its point of a6lton, time 
flitiylJ always be allowed for unforefcen accidents^ and each individual 
leading ^ Column (hoixld be provided with a good watch to regulate his 
niotton«. 

No Culumn, at its outfct, ought to lofe time unncceflarily, under the 
fuppofuion of reaching its dcfHnation too foon ; if its Commander, on ap- 
proachtng the objcfl in view, finds himfelf bdfore the time appointed| the 
Column may halt or move more Howly. 

Oh the Second Line. 

The obje^ of the fccond Line is, as a fupport to tbe firft ; whatever may 
be the movementf of the firft Line, the fccond ought always^ unlefs ordered 
to the contrary, to gain the fame relative pofition it had before fych move- 
ment commenced. 

The fccond line is not always in extended order, it may be drawn up in 
Iinc» in battalion columns, or In columns of larger dimenfions ; it is feldom 
fo large as the firfl Line, and will naturally be ilatloned behind that part of 
the firft Line where the prefs of the battle is likely to fitlh 

The fccond Line fometimes confifts folcly. of infantry, at other times 
partly of tnfintry and partly of cavalry. 

The point where the new fccond Line, or its prolongation, interfefls the 
old, (3 a very material one in all chang^es made by a fccond Line to corrc- 
fjpond with thofe of a firft. 

The fecond Line ath, in its movements, independent of the firft, that 
is to Uy^ it gains its new relative pofition in the way beft adapted to the 
purjiofe, without any confideraiion to the mode in which the firft Line 
cffciiR its change. 

As the fecond Line afls under cover of the firft, the fimpleft and moft 
expeditious mode of making its changes, in general, is in detached Batu- 
lion Columns, regulated by a given divifion of the Line, 



informed in the Regulations, that if a circle is dcfcribcd from a point A 
tjf a firft Line A H with a radius equal to the diftance betwixt the two 
linc», then its corrcfponding point A in the fecond Line, will be always in 
the circumference of the circle at fuch place as the fccond Line becomes a 
tangent to the circle* 

The Regulations inform us, (in Sc€lion ao8.) that if two individuals 
fepa rated from each other about a hundred paces, fct out from diflPerent 
point* of the firft Line, and pace the given diftance between the Lines, 
ihey will form a bafe, the prolongation of which determines the point of 
inicffcc^ion, as well as the parallel dircflion of the new fecoad Line. The 



moment the new firft Line is marked oyt> thefe Individuals may take thcJf 
departure from the given points on it ; fo that the two Lines can make 
their changes at one and the fame inftanc: in the fame way, by pacing 
perpendicularly to the rear of the new diret^ion, can the correfponding 
point in the new fccond Line to the fixed divifion, on which the firft malces 
its change, be afcertained. This mode of difcovenng it, if not equal to the 
one above alluded to^ in mathematical accuracy, is atleaft eafier in praj^cil 
application. 



On the CoK flier Movement, 



There is no movement that can be made, which may not, if feen tfl tim^ 
be countcrafted by another; the art lies in knowing the remedy. 

Central changes of the Line feem beft calculated for counter- mo vemetits j 
they are two motions at the fame inflantj tending to the fame point, of couffe 
more rapid than any other. 

If a wing is threatened, a central change not only removes from danger 
the wing that is menaced, but brings forward the other on the rcfufcd or 
weak Hank of the enemy* 

It is feldom that attacks arc made In parallel line^ the ufual objed is, to 
refufe or retire one wing, and attack with the other, ftrongly reinforced: 
hence any forward movement threatening the retired wing of the aftailants, 
palfies and coumera^s the efforts of their other. 

If a pofition is gained upon a flank, combining with a front attack, there 
IS no countera^ing or remedying the evil but by regaining the pofition, or 
throwing back the wing j any new line that can be formed facing fucb po- 
fition will jffelf be taken in flank by the front attack. 

If a movement is made to a flank, to turn an enemy, it need fcarcdy be 
obferved, that a fimilar movement, on his part, will prefer ve his relative 
pofition, but he may, by this means be drawn from a ftrong ground intoi 
weak one, he will, therefore^ of two evils choofe the leaft. 

If an attack is forefeen, and the covered or irregular furface of the country 
admits of ambufcade, nothing will fo powerfully countcrad fuch attack ai 
falling fuddenly upon the aflailants in thea6t of advancing: fuch a counter* 
mov-ement, executed with alacrity, and followed up with vigour, will feldom 
fail of fucccfs. Soldiers, like other men, are the chitdren cf habi:, anf 
fudden or unlocked for ddoger will produce confufion, when double the 
rifk, for which they are prepared, will be difregardcd, or met with foctttadet 
they are oftener conquered by furprtfe than by fear; or, if jt is ftill tWf wt 
muft conclude, that fear, eiccited by furprife, a£ls more forcibly on the nriwl 
than any cither fpecics of terror: whichever is the cafe, it ought M be the 
conftant ftudy of a Commander, by varying his attacks, to avail himfelf ot 
this mental impulfe, whllft it is, on the other hand, the dut^ of all olBcen do 
prepare their men for what is likely to happen, and, by ihcvringcolledion 
tliemfdvesi to Inftil it into the minds of their foldiers. 
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On ihc Pqffitge o/Rhers. 

Rivers, fince the days of Alexander, have very generally proved the 
points uf contention between hoftilc armtes, and in no period more frc- 
qtiently than during the laie war; they are rometimes paft by force, and 
lumetimes by ftratagem. 

It is not the difficulty of ]>ai!ing the water that renders the banks of rivers 
celebrated by battles: the ha^ard of crofling in the face of an adverfary, the 
riHc of being attacked in the a^S of doing fo, when part is on one fide and 
pirt on the other, the danger of an affkult before a pofrtion of defence can 
be gained on the oppofitc bank, and the difaflrous confequenccs that woufd 
follow a defeat, areihecaufes which make the invader hcfitatc in the paiTage 
of rivers, and determine bis opponent to meet him on their banks 

To whatever part the General on theoflenfive points, the defenders draw 
their forces on the oppofue fide^ 

If a river is generally fordable, and the banks to be covered exienfive, it 
affords no great advantage lo the defending bodyj for their opponent will 
not crofs where they may intrench themfelves. 

If a river is only fordable at particular points, at fuch points works fhould 
be conftrudedj tbefc works fliould be open behind, and commanded by 
others more retired. 

When ihcarmy on the ofFenfive approaches a riveri and finds its adver- 
iiiry in force on the oppofite fide, meafures are fallen on to diftrad^ his 
attention ; one part is threatened^ then another, detachments are made by the 
one party, and watched by detachments from the other: whiift this is doing, 
the aifailants become fully acquainted with the difficulties they have to en- 
counter, and in determining on the fpot to crofs at, if bridges arc to be 
erected, they will confider where the Aream is ieaft rapid, where the banks 
on the oppofite lldeare eafieft af* ended ; where a village^ or other cover is 
to be met with on their own fjde to form batteries in, and none on that of 
the encmy^and where he will belcaft able to take a ftrong pofitionj in cafe 
he makes his appearance* 

If a river is only fordable at particular points, which are defended by 
works, and thefe again commanded by others more retired, an army hzd 
better trufl to the conftrut^ion of bridges, than venture on fuch an attack: 
the points for cre<5ling ^hem being determined on, detachments move by 
night With the pontoimf, feize the banks at thefe points, and while the 
poatooners are bufy in forming their bridges, others are employed in plant- 
ing cannon and throwing up works, by the fire of which the enemy is to 
be kept from the oppofite Tide. The army approaches and pafies over in clofe 
Columns, of fuch breadth as the bridges will admit of. Should the enemy make 
his appearance, rhe troops crufs under the inceflant fire of their own artillery, 
and begin to extend into Line the moment they are over* It is, perhaps, 
ncedlefs to fay, that bridges are formed by rows 6f pontoons, on which 



planks arc placed j it would require more than one row of thefe boats to 
conftruft a bridge fufficient to iranfport cannon or cavalry- 

If a river is of fuch breadth as to render it doubtful how far the fire from 
the one fide can keep the enemy from approaching the other i or, if there 
are not fufficient pontoons to form a bridge, in either of thefe cafes a pofition 
mufl be gained on the enemy *s fide before any thing farther can be at- 
tempted, and this js efFe^Eted by ftratagem. A village, or fome other 
cover on the fide of the enemy, which is flightly guarded, or, perhapft^ 
neglcfted, is determined on as the point of attack j a variety of movements 
are made to perplex the enemy, to draw his attention from this quarter^ 
and to produce a feparation of his forces: a detachment moves by nii^ht* 
pafies over in pontoons, and feizes chepontion: whilft thofe who have 
crofi'ed arc ftrengthening the hold that is gained ; the boats return for further 
aid, rafts, and every mode by which the artillery and additional afliftance 
can be ferried over, are now ufed, and on the rapidity with which this is 
done, and the valour of thofe who have paft over, muft depend whether the 
attempt fucceeds or noli for the enemy will not only concentrate his forces 
towards the point attacked, but will prefs with all his might to regain the 
pofition. Should things go wrong, returning night, if they can hold out 
fo long, opens the be ft profpe^l of retreat ; if, on the contrary, the ground 
is maintained, and the enemy is driven back, the rcfidue of the army pafies 
over. 

If a river is broad tn its ft ream, and the defenders can line the whole 
banks, k is evidently one of the moft infurmoun table obftacles an invading 
army can meet withi but, if the line to be defended is very extenfive, 
which is the ufual cafe, the invaders* whofc numbers are fuperior, will 
generally fucceed by means of cxtcnfionj even in this view, however, delay 
is gained, which is a great object for the defenders. 



On Surpnjh 

The impulfe of the mind, called Surprife, is a powerful engine in the 
hands of ability: it fhould bt the conllant fludy of military men how they 
fhall tmprefs it on the minds of their adverfaries. 

Any thing new, fudden or uneKpe<5led, excites furprife} every one who 
reflects at all, is fenfible of this from his own feelings. 

At no time is the mind fo fufceptiblc of furprife or terror, as when fud- 
denly awaked from fleep* Night furprifes will, therefore, excite greater 
conftcrnation than any other. Night attacks, however, have this draw- 
back, that, if your approach is difcovered, both parties fight in the dark, but 
the defenders know their ground, whilii you do not* 

All ambufcadcs have furprifc for their objeit*^ 

Young troops, under the influence of furprife, can fcarcely be puflied 
with too much ardour ; Veterans fed flrongly its cfleds, but require to 
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he operated igimft with greater tatitian; they are more apt to recover 
their fenfes, an<i if they rally, ihc heat of purfuit lays the viflor very open to 
retaliation. 

When we endeavour to fall upon an enemy by furprife* we ftioutd at- 
tempt to a flail him in that quarter which will excite the grcatefl: confterna- 
tion : an attack upon the rear of a Colamn wiil produce this in a ilrungcr 
degree than on the front ; and an attack upon its reverfe flanjc, in a much 
greater degree than one on the pivot fide. 

In laying an ambufcade for an enemy, we may pretty accurately deter- 
mine which wili behi& rcvcrfc flank, by confidcring which we Ibould make 
fo in his circumdancefi. 

Surprifes arc fi:ldom cffe£led when hoflile bodies arc near each other, for 
this kmprefTcf on their mitids the nei:eiBry of precaution ; they are ufually 
made out by long and diflant marches: or by intricate, circuitouSj and un- 
fufpeiSed routes. 

A very a^ivc and cntcrprifing oppoiieflt will generally make his efforts 
from a diftance. 

Nothing diflraiHs an enemy more than a furprife in a quarter, whcre> 
from the natural defences, he confidcred himfelf fecurej for here he will 
ufually have weakened his force^ to tlrengthen other parts more eicpofed. 

On Mountahwm^ Jnciofai, and IVootbf Countries. 

All woody and hilly regions are very defcnfible : hence Independence 
retiring before the grafp of Power, ever fceks her lail retreat among woods 
and mountains. 

It is a common faying, that the fpint ufually met with in motintaineers, 
0Wts its origin to the wild and lufty features of furrounding nature, which 
imprcfs on the minds of their inhabitants free and independent ideas; per- 
haps we might, with more truth, In many inftanccs, trace this fplrit lo the 
cunning and fagacity of the animal man, who, walkmg forth among his woods 
and faftnelles, feels their tlrength, thence becomes bold, and determines to aft 
io: in either view, no opportunity that o^cri of attacking banditties in open 
ground, ihould ever be loft : when this cannot be made out, every cKcrtion 
fliould be ufed to turn their pofiiions, which, if it produces no other good 
rfl^» will at teaft oblige them to retire without rcfiftance: a mere attack 
in front will ufually be attended with a heavy lofs and little utility, for they 
will foon re-aiTumc another pofltion equally dcfcnfible, 

in forcfts and woody diliri^s, untutored courage produces more effect 
than en the open plain : in fuch (ituations, war, in fome degree, reverts to 
its original principles | mmn h more oppofed to man, and mechanical power 
becomes of lefs avail. 

In attacks, among clofe motmtainoui countries, where line cannot a£^, 
the deftftfive body is in extended order, that they may ufe their fire; but the 
•flailanu, fi QUI ncceffity, auack in column: the iame principle, however, 



of falling on their enemy's flank or rear, by afcending the hills, or through 
unexpefted routes, ftill prevails. 

In mountainous regions, the knowledge of the country is of the utmoft 
confequencet without this, combination of effort isfcarcely practicable. 

In hilly regions, whether oppofcd to a difciplined or irregular enemy, the 
efFedls of itratagem and furprife (botild be eonftantly looked for, and 
guarded againf^, as far as poiBble. 

When an army paffes through forefts or over a woody and thickly in- 
clofed country, the cavalry, artillery, and heavy Ito res ukiaHy tnarch widi 
the central Column^ while ftrong corps of infantry move upon the flanks, 
and turn fuch works or entrenchments as the enemy may throw up to im- 
pede their progrefs. 

In a military fenfe, at leaft, whilft Oie retains her fuperiority mt fca, few 
countries derive lefs advantage from her inclofures than Great Britain: hm 
climate, foil, and infular forn^ muft infure her a vafl fuperiority of cavalry 
and tranfportable artillery, over any enemy that could land upon her coalt, 
in which cafe, the excellence of her horfes, the valour and prowefs of their 
riders, the powerful trains of flying artillery ihe might bring into the fidd, 
conjoined with an open fur face to a6t on, would probably render her nearly 
as formidable in an unincjofed ftate, as (he now is in an inclofcd one : Nip- 
pon ng this rcafoning to be juft, if our inclofurcs increafc our defenfive 
powers in one way, by aiding the efforts of our infantry } they leffen than in 
another, by cramping the exertions of our cavalry. 

In woody and mountainous countries, when the forces are numerous, 
however much may be the attempt to concentrate, ftill great ficill and fote* 
light become rcquifite to produce union of exertion j for want of this, we 
have, in the narrative of the laft war, feen various inftanccs, where a 
General, by a fudden and rapid movement, has fallen upon a portion of bis 
advancing enemies, and by cutting off this portion from the others^ bdbre 
they could give it aid, has utterly overthrown the obje^ of his oppooens* 

Were Columns to advance againft a line of infantry, artillcryi ^od ct* 
valry, compadly formed in the open plain, they would do fo with the 
ceruinty of a very heavy lofs, and with no great profpeift of fucceTs : btit 
far other wife might be the cafe in mountainous or inclofed grounds, where 
the line of the defenders could not befo eompadly formed j ivhcrc aid could 
not fo eafily circulate from one part of their pofitian to another ; aod 
where the afcents, declivities, or inclofures would greatly flcreen the ad- 
vancing Columns from the effects of enfilade and crofs fire. In attacks, 
during the late war, the Column has been more generally applied than in 
former ones, and much has been atchievcd by it i witnefs one tnftance in 
the confines of Genoa, where an Auftrian Column pierced the pofitiati of 
the French army through the center, and by cutting off the one wing (rem 
the other, in a great degree annihilated the efforts of both : fuch evenci if 
thefe, by opening new lights on the fcience of war, and on the fyfem rf 
condui^ing it| furniOi ufeful leflbns to the young afpiringfoldicr* 
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TTiough the defenders, whether occupying an open or inclorcd p ^fition, 
arc in extended order, that they may ufe their fire; yet this only applies to 
the portion of their force immedtaiely oppofediothc aflault, thu reliduemay 
form fupporting lines in the rear> or draw up in cqlumnj or m any way that 
might beil conduce to their general defence ; and ihh mult ever depend on 
the nature of the attack. 

On the Military CharaBer, 

Animal courage, faflSdent for the common purpofes of war, is fo ge- 
nerally met with among mankind, that though an indtfpenfible requifite m 
a military chara£ter, it can fcarcely be called a quaiiticatiDi]* at kaft it is 
one of a very common defcription. 

Coltedion and a quick perception in danger, arc great efrentlals : they 
eiay be acquired, to a confiderable extent, from habit; but to poHcfs them 
in a pre-eminent degree we muft conjoin the gift of nature with the effc£ls 
of pra£li«c. 

PafTion and fear, in proportion to their influence, equally afFeft the ener- 
gies of the mind; they unfit it for fei^ing an advantage, if an opportunity 
occurs, or of parrying an evil when one is impending- 

We fometimes do fee a certain quickncfs of perception under the influence 
ofpaflion; but the mind which pofiefies this quality in fuch a fituation 
would poflefs it in a much greater degree, if Calm and unruffled- 

To carry into battle the fame collc6tion that we have out of it, is fcarcely 
within the verge of human nature ; the ncareri however, we approach to 
this ftatc, the more we pofTcfs the power of our faculties, and the better we 
arc qualified to command others. 

Ardour is certainly neccfTary in the private foldiert and to inftil it into 
him, it may alfo be neceffary in the fubordinate commander; but we fliould 
not allow it to run away with our fenfes. 

In deciding on military objcfts, we fliould conftantly recoUcS that there 
is no riik, however trifling, which ought not to be deemed raftinefs, if 
undertaken without a purpofe -, and no danger, however great, within the 
verge of hope, that circumflances may not juftify; the man who expofes 
his perfon to the fire of an enemy, without a public view, is a fool : the man 
that expofes himfelf and his party to almoft certain deftrudion, to anfwer 
a great political purpofe, is a hero. 

As in the common incidents of life, one falfe ftep often leads into a train 
of evil' fo one ill-judged meafure in war, fometimes decides the fate of 
armies and of empire. How well ought States to weigh the abilities of 
|hofe men in whofe hands they place the power of doing fo much mifchtcf. 

The individual who has the ambition to covet the command of armies, 
and does not ufe his utmoft endeavours to qualify himfelf for his profeffion, 
fails in his duty to his country, trifles with the lives of others, and ilUde- 
(erves the high eflate to which he looks forward. 



It is no eafy matter to dcRne what are the requlfites in the charafler of 
an able general : fo various is the defcription, that one (hines in one capa- 
city, one in another; few there are who combine all. 

The Invader fhould be bold, entcrprifmg, decided, vigilant* prepared to 
run great rifks, but always combining ihefe rifks with a proportionate 
objedt 5 delay and ruin he fhould confider as almoll fynonimous terms, rapid 
and decifive mcafures, tending to excite conftcrnation and difmay, ought to 
mark his charader* 

The defenfivc General fliould be cool, collefled, full of ftratagem, 
patient under difailer, not elated or led away by good fortune, ever ready 
to feize an advantage, equally ready to relinquifli it^ when the retention 
appears likely to turn to his prejudice^ 

Though application and praftical knowledge will do much, yet innatf 
talent is an indifpenfible requifite in the charaSer of an able commander; 
the man pofTelEng a flrong and vigorous mind, with the experiaice of one 
or two campaigns, will tnake a better general than another who> without 
ability, has been pradically employed all his life. 

On Di/vipUne* 

The ground work of all difciptine is fubordinatton- 

To form either officers or men, they fhould be accu domed to a^ in 
large bodies: — this mode of exercife opens the mind of the officer, fliews 
him the combinations of his profeifion, and renders the private manageable 
in the day of battle : if it is true that foreigners have a more intimate know- 
ledge of the military art than we have, it ought, perhaps, rather to be at- 
tributed to this advantage which they have over us, than cither to their 
fyperior genius or application. 

The more the various defcriptions of troops, cavalry, infantry, and ar- 
tillery are exercifed together, the more they will become habituated to the 
movements of each other, and the greater will be the fcope gtveii for th« 
genius of the oSicer to ad upon. 

On Fire Arms dnd their Purpofes, 

Though diftant range, as a harafling clrcumftance, may occafionally bf 
ufeful, yet cannon, till they open with grape, are not very deadly : in fc- 
le^ing battalion guns, a conilant attention fhould be paid to thofe beft cal- 
culated for near fervicc* 

Among woods and indofures, markfmen, or fliarp- fliooters have much 
cffed. Was this ifland to ftudy the ufe of the rifle with the fame induftry 
and application that the once did the bow, next to her wooden walls, fii9 
could fcarcely rear up a more formidable bulwark againft foreign invafion* 

If mufquctry is to be ufed againft cavalry, file firing commenced at fome 
dilbncci with one rank kept iq refct^Ci is fuppofed to anfwer beft: a 
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Un^*»i*"\ (.f 'TUinly jijip^art to fri|rMrfi r^Viilry morr than any rithcr, and 
$1 ff* * At% Mily O'fff fh*' n*l' f hy frifilyirnr In-. Iimi fr, thr <ihjr^l i« gained. 

'f f.' '/f'l fi»/»<l'' *#l r^fiJm;/; #.iv,ilf", a\m\ inM«'«lthr mir ili;it many would life 
%* f>,;« ^4/, 14 r/» r^r/iiri y/»iir ( i..ir^/' 4% l/in^', m^ poffii»!'*; thin would anfwcr 
v*'/ '^/'n yijr^ififf K/irf^ wh/; Willed to di«iw \\v\ III r of tlirir rnrmicft Inrforc 
I?.*/ I'f'Tf '^'/-d fo hr^;ilr fhroirdi rKnf hnr, \n\\ a;'.iin(l caviilry who wcrcdc- 
M<'r..;v/*i r/# fry ^f /III h#./.^id«» if \\,\% a frrioijs diMwIiwIc: till vciycloiif, there 
|4 f»^. /r'-ir /^ff^joiy lo iKf fif, jind if rrtaiiird till ihcn thrir \% not time fo 
^/jrf.Mi"- i»4 fi I / ft' »«. M.oiy ;i horf'?: who \v\k rrrcivrd h mortal woiind^ 
H ^^f.-yJ f'/f>!r>ir^l f'-oi'/ rlifUfi^ V l»y i!»f; lo^ir vi/Miur c»f ihr animali and if lie 
Afily ^^^u*'% wy^u 'h*- *My'»f»rf., hrn f ji' / ifi/' pta^/iiy will do ihr rcli. 

wn^ft rrnjf/'ffy »* ufr/l ;«/^,.o»f* 4 Imr of inf4ntiy, Ins Majf.flyN Rcgula- 
f»/^« Ast^h fh/tf /^4/h ^MojMoy, affr thr firf* roimd, fhall fire platcKHW as 
fo(> 'A% »f '4f», wirhMif afffiooh to any orhrr divifioii : fhi<i i«i a real practical 
iM%^ tM\*%\\'A^A to pffffUiff a hravy fir/-, and from it*, fimplicity would, 
p^^^AWy, loCwre m//r« ff^ulaniy than any other f/fftiu that could be at- 

ir fo^nr^t '/Ty doiiK^rid wh^thrr infantry, iifjf!jpj)orfrd by artillery^ can 
f^fA w*\\-^yiffAf\fM t'AVA\ty itx\ \vAXi\ t\\,ru t/roiind, ( Gannon is the engine 
K"^ a4-«jftM r/# ^^p»/i(r rh'-m \ if^ r/Mind fh/)f i oofulcs their rank* at a diftance, 
iin'J, ;f4 riv^/ 4^,,foa/h, fh^ lirr Krr/mif% flill mor<: d« {fru<^iivc : in furh a 
^fili*, fJv H^f* ifif^nrry ^r^ r»ff/'n ajrifaffd: the fix-poiindcr, however, feels 
ii/f fii^H ;ijji'4'i'rr»» /h^ hes t^^AAy /»»i h^r axi«, arul pours i:yi:xy grape (hot 
^ff inr/f A#r m/«iffh h/rrl/Anf^lly r »f ward. 

Kffi*m% mfA^f ft impr/#v^ffi/rnfs in the arf of war, none fccm more de- 
Uf/iffff^fA A'f^rtfir^t fhAU Hythfior bz/rfc arfill/'ry; the celerity with which 
0*0^Ak p^nf»# fAff fhtH Jh! »rra/k'd /#f A^frtulrd^ rniif* ^flford the greateft ad- 
i^»r,*A^f Uf Ah Mfttf*/ wy»t4}t U*% M fiiirofrofu af»«l Wt:Il appointed corps of tliis 

Ih^ l^fs flyM»(( arfdUf y arr tird i/# r^jrirn^nt* or divifions the better: 
Oi^y OiMiW »#^ ijMJ^rallyapph^ahkl// the whoir; ravalry forms their proper 
♦f'^/ff, Ui^ufr «i alofie can k*-rp pare with the irlriity of their movements. 
lu iUhitftvr |Hi/itions the flymg aitilltiy fliould be evidently kept in re- 
|rjvr» Ihr rapidity with which this force may be brought to enfilade ad- 
vani mg ccdumns is one of the cauies tiut render it fb hazardous to attack in 
Ihii furination on the open plain. 

(hi (he (UffiTcut Dcfcnptifms of Troops, as they apply to 
dificrait Pojitions of Grouml 

Milrtary men arc too apt to form their profeflional opinions from the fer- 
^icc in which each has been fpccifically employed. The artillery officer, 
jvho has fwcpt down both horfc and foot, confidcrs cannon as the great in- 
strument of decIfkxL The cavalryman, who has hewn to pieces whole 



battalions on the plain, thinks nothing can be done without horfe : whilft 
the infantry ofEcer, who has fought among woods and mountains, holds 
both the one and the other very cheap : the enlarged mind, however, knows 
that each defcription of troops has its particular fphere of adton, and that 
they mutually combine with and aid each other. 

According to the general nature of the ground in which a campaign is to 
be fought, ought an army to be conftituted: if open and hard, die cavalry 
cannot be too much attended to: if inclofed and woody, it (houl^ give way 
to ftrong corps of rifle men and (harp fliooters. Infantry forms the ground 
work on all occafions. 

Artillery is applicable to all pofitions where cavalry can a£}, and to many 
where it cannot, fuch as in fortrefles, intrenchments, pafles, defiles, and 
in the narrow approaches or roads which interfed low fwampy regions. 

As mofi countries have in their furface high and low, wet and dry, opea 
and inclofed grounds, fo armies are ufually formed of the various deferip- 
tions of troops, and in the arrangements of a battle, each is placed in tfaM 
pofition for which it is particularly calculated, and where its exertioas «c 
likely to prove moft ferviceable to the body at large. 



On Open Countries. 

In an open hard country, a train of evils follows the army, whkkii 
greatly inferior to its opponent in cavalry; it will, generally fpcdcing, fad 
its intelligence obfhuded, its fupplies cut off, its vidories rendered riia- 
ary, and its defeats not to be repaired. 

At the commencement of a campaign an officer (hould ftudy has ovi 
troops and thbfe of his opponents : if greatly fuperibr jn cavalry, he fratf 
endeavour to draw the war into the open and hard parts of che comuj i - i 
on the contrary he is inferior in this particular, or that his inCmDr is av 
and undifciplined, whilft that of his antagonift is mechanical and *wf£ je> 
ganized, broken and irregular grounds, woods, inclofuros^ hiDs, JM^^ 
and the like, will anfwer beft. 

If a commander, greatly inferior to his opponent in cavalry^ is cbSigsJ » 
a£l in an open country, he can fcarcely fortify himfelf too m ~ 
non : on the other hand, an army fuperior in cavalry, fliouM 
with heavy guns, but truft to the celerity of its movements, 
horfe artillery. 

When an army moves parallel to an enemy in an open coa 
proceeds in two open columns, one confifting of its firft, 
fecond Line, with their pivot flanks towards him. 

When an army advances upon an enemy in an open t 
columns it moves in, the lefs of courfe will be their dcpdi^ 
pid will be the formation to the front. 
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^^^ On Enfilade, and Flunk Attacks, or Turmng. 

^V The military heads which have been felefted to frame reflexions oHi 
^P are fuch a$£ are moii' hkely w lead the mind into & juft way of reafonlng on 
" profeilon;*] (libjefls in general; among thefe, none will be found more ap- 
plicable to this purpofe than cnftlade and flank attacks. 

l^he fire ufed by the affailants in a flank attack muft produce enfilade: 
flank attacks and enfilade are, therefore, fynonimous terms, in fo far as re- 
lates TO fire* 

Of enfilade every one has a pretty jufl idea: jt is a deftruiSive fweeping 
fire: it is to foldiers virhat raking is to feamen-, it is to cither, one of the 
greateft evils ihat can befal them, and in avoiding It on the one band whilft 
he turns it on his adverfary, confifts one of the greateft arts of an able com- 
mander. 
^ The more we cnnfider enfilade and flank attacks, or turning an enemy, 
^M the mere we fhall find that their effefts pervade the whole miliury 
H fciencc, and form the main fprings of moft military movements: it is 
H to obtain thefe advantages that wings arc thrown forward by the one 
party, and to prevent their being obtained that wings arc thrown back 
by the other: it is to obtain thefe advantages that attacks ufually com- 
mence towards a flank : it is to obtain thefe advantages that fo many 
artifices arc ufedj either by means of circuitous routes or other deceits, to 
fall upon an enemy's flank during the battle j md it is to avoid fuch mif- 
chief that both parties, but more particularly the ported one, ihews fuch 
^ folicitudc in ihc arrangement of its flanks, as fliall render this as difficult or 
^^ impracticable 2^ poUibte. 

|B The body which fucceeds in mmtng or taking in flank its adverfary, 
ufually carries with it the fortune of the dayj hi ftory produces fo many 
inrtances of thi?, that it is ufelefs to mention any ^ but if one is wiflied for, 
we need only go back to the battle of Novt, or to moft of the great lAions 
foyght during the late war. 

h has before been remarked, that the flanks of a line arc its weak point?, 
it has alfo been obferved, that a pofition^ forming an angle faliem,* or 
proje£iing towards an enemy, is likewifc a weak point, and it become?! 
weaker and weaker in proportion as it is more and more fofccptible of 
enfilade, by being more acute: an angle rcntrant,+ or projc^ing from an 
enemy, if the flanks and rear arc fecure, a<fts in the oppofite ratio, for one 
part of the pofition defends the other. ^ An enemy that attacks any portion 
of a pofition, fo conftiluied, except its flanks or rear, muft htmfelf be more 
or kfs fubjed to enfilade: fleets, in the defence of narrow ftraights or guts, 
ufually draw up in a crefccnt or fcmicircle,! with the concave towards the 
enemy, which Is exaaiy fimilar in principle, as well as cffed, to the angle 
projcfSing from the enemy, and if the flanks and rear arc fo covered as not 
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to be attacked, a more formidable pofition can fcarcely be occupied on fea or 
land; this, however, applies rather to fhipping than to fuldtcrs, for the 
flanks, which are the w^k points, are thrown forward; confequently, more 
expofed, and it is fcldom poflible to find fuch cover for them afhore, as chat 
one or other cannot be aflaultedi or that the enemy, by turning them, can- 
not fall upon the rear. 

Though enfilade is a great evil, yet it is one of thofe which, from necef* 
fity, mufl often be fubmltted to* Columns frequently attack under the moft 
difaflrous enfilade, and fbipping often lead end on to battle: but fuldierf 
would never fo affail their enemies if they could a£t in line, nor would 
(hipping lead end on to battle if they could fail broadfideforemoft. 

When two bodies meet, one fubje*^, and one not fubjeil to enfilade, it 
ever muft be the intcreft of the body that if enfiladed to pufh on, and of the 
one not enfiladed to endeavour to ftop it by an inccflant fire. 

If wc can conceive a fituation where it might not be the intercft of the 
enfiladed body to pufh on, we muft fuppofe two columns meeting in a nar- 
row approach, where both are equally fubjeift to enfilade j here the one which 
kept up the moft incefl~ant fire mighti perhaps, come beft ofl^; but run a 
breaft-work acrofs, fo as to give cover to ihc one, and it iaftantly becomes 
the intcreft of the other to pufh forward ? in this way may every miliury 
matter be reafoned on, and he that thus reafons will feldom commit any very 
palpable miftakes. 

The great art in all attacks is, to place the enemy under two fires, mvi 
the moft cffcftual way of doing this is, to open one upon his front or rear, 
combining with another which fhall enfilade his flank. 

Sieges are conducted entirely on the principle of enfilade; redoubts are 
thrown up to cover the flanks of the parallels from the f;illics of the bcfieged; 
the approaches are fo arranged that the fire of the fortrcfs fhall not enfilade 
them; and that the beficging general may turn upon his advcrfar]^ that evil 
which he thus avoids himfelf, he throws up batteries which fwcep the 
works attacked, and by his enfilade fire paves the way for the fuccefs of his 
dircdone. 

Though this treatife is chiefly addrefled to the junior part of the profcflion, 
it has not been thought neceflary to go into detail on the fubordinate grad^- 
lions, or 10 frame obfcrvatioas on the minutix of difciptine, for thefe more 
properly belong to battalion pr;i£lice, and have already been amply poiined tiut 
by many others : the intention of this work is to carry the mind on to ths 
more advanced ftagei of the profefBon, to Oicw how the difcipline of the bat- 
talion comhtnes with that of the brigade, how the evolutions of the brigi&de 
unite with ihofe of a general line, and how the whole apply to the purpofcs of 
war, whilft the young mind pra^tifcs thefe evolutions on a parade, and looks 
forward to fee them reduced to aduat realttv, it feems natural that it (houM 
feel in fome degree inquifitive as to their obje^ji, their caufe^, aod e&ects. 
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